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QUOTATIONS

"It is high time that Sarawak
History should be rewritten to
present the true picture of the story
& and not based on the negative view's

and opinions of the
YAB DATUK PATINGGI -

TAN SRI (DR.) HAJI olonialists.”
ABDUL TAIB MAHMUD colontalists.

€ " Sarawak Heroes should not be
Nuhlng

27 Jly 1993 reqarded as rebels and criminals, as

alleged by the Brooke Regime and
British Colonialists. In actual fact,
they were nothing more than the
early nationalists who dared to

IiL'f_l/ tﬁL’ '”}/il.ft' ﬂI‘L’N’S ru[[".“
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FOREWORD

cartiest congratulations to Saudara Chang Pat Foli for ks great
effort to produce this historical book known as Heroes of the
Land of Hornbill" which highlights the early history and modern
hustory of Sarawak and its capatals, the State Flag, the Heroes” Monument
and the Heres of Sarawak.

Sarawak history must be corvected and rewritten by lacal historians
and writers. During the Brunei Reign, Brooke Regime and British
Colowal Rule, our heroes were vegarded as rebels, erominals and murderers
but, e fact, they swere all early nationabists who did not want Jorewn rules
on our own land. 1 am very happy and grateful to Saudara Chang who
really takes the trouble and mitiative to corvect the negative and icorrect
views of the forcigners on aur heroes

The launching of Heroes” Monument at Savawak Musewm Garden on
27 July 1993 by the State Government of Sarawak for our heroes was i
Jact a symbol of national pride and a vemnder for all Savaswakians of thir
bravery and patrotism towards the country. In this particular case, I am
very proud that Saudara Chang Pat Foh has accomplished his duty and
task as a loyal Sarawakian to wwrite the history of our heroes based on the
positive viws and opimion of a Savawakian. | am confident that the hook
will be of great mterest not only to the historrans but also the scholars and
cven geneval public who aeish to know mare about the colourful histors of
Savawak and the patvatic story of their hewes who sacnificed thew lives fir
the sake of defending the rnghts of Saawakians and safeguarding the
sovereygnly of Sarawak against foreign rules.

Syabay dan Tahniah.




wish to express my heart-felt thanks to all those who have encouraged
me to wnite this book "HEROES OF THE LAND OF HORNBILL'
especially Yang Berhormat Datuk Haji Adenan Haji Satem, the
Minaster for Social Development, Sarawak.

L would like to express my gratitude to Mr Tan Hock Hee, Mr Sanib
Said, My Suria bin Bujang, T:K. Lenya bin Jaro, Mr Romie Sigan
Daniel, Mr Peter Minos and many others who have supplied me with
useful information and advice so that I am able to complete this book. I
wish to thank our artist, Mr Lee Hock Kia, for supplying the drawing of
Pehin Orang Kaya Setia Raja Abang Manai and 1 do not forget my
fatheran-law, Mr Vun Leong Chin for his encouragement and support for
the publication of the book . I am indebted to The Sarawak Museum for
the supply of some valuable photos to be included in this book. I am also
most grateful to my wife, Vun Mui Lan, who helps me in the proof reading
of the book, Puan Mary Law and Puan Teresa Wong, who kindly assist
e o type out the draft articles of the book.

Finally, I wish to express my grateful thanks to Yang Berhormat
Datuk Haji Adenan Haji Satem, the Minister for Social Development,
Sarawak, for his message in the FOREWORD.

CHANG PAT FOH
Author
1997



INTRODUCTION

he publication of this book * Heroes of the Land of Hornbill®
is in sesponse to the call both by oy beloved Chicf Mintster of
Sarawak, YAB Datuk Patingeg Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji Abdul Taib
Mahmud, during the lawnching of Heres' Manwnent at Sarasoak Museum
Garden tn Kuching on 27.7.1995 and owr Minister for Social
Development, Y8 Datuk Haji Adenan Hagi Satem. during the launching of
the book entitled “The Land of Freedom Fighters” at Dewan Tun Abdul
Razak Kuching on 841996 to local wnters to rewrite the history of

Sarawvak.

Thas 15 a history ook which s actually describing the history of ancient
and modern Savawak as well as vewniting the hastory of the Hevoes of
Sarawal based on the wews and apions of Savawakian Malaysians. The
bk is divided into thiee parts, Part 1 describes the prebustons, early history
and modern history of Savawak. Part 11 concentrates on the flags and the

caputals of Savawak. Part HI haghlights the launching of Heroes” Monument

at Sarawak Museum Garden and the Herves of Sarawak.

Sarawak has a long and eventful history dated way back to the Sth
century when both Buddhism and Hinduism first exerted their influence on
Sarawak especially in the Sarawak River Delta until the early 15th century
when Islam had advanced to South East Asia wegion. Sarawak then became
part of Brunet tervitory. Pengirvan Tengah I Sultan Muhamad Hassan
became the first and last Sultan of Savawak and he founded the first capital
of Sarawak at Santubong i 1599, However, he passed away in 1641,

Brooke Regime seized over the control of Sarawak from Brunei authority from




1841 - 1941. Then Japanese came and conquered the State from 1941 to
1945 and with effect from 1946 until 1963, it became a British colony.
However, Sarawak achieved independence within Malaysia on 16 September
1963.

During these periods, Sarawak flag had changed on a number of
occasions and its capitals had also been moved from Santubong to Lidah
Tanah and then to the present capital - Kuching City which was founded by
Pengiran Indera Mahkota in 1827, At the same time, Sarawak had
froduced a number of early nationalists whom the Brunei Reign, Brooke
Regime and British colonialists termed them as rebels, pirates and

murderers.

We should neither look at our lustory based on the wiews of Brooke
Regime or Colonialism nor vead our history and swollow it wholly from the
books wnitten by people who glorify the greatness of Brunei, the White Rajahs
and the British Empire. With the rewriting of the history of Sarawak in this
book, the true facts and real story of our history as well as our heroes based
on the views, interests and opinions of Sarawakians and Malaysians are
beng highlighted. It does not mean to discredit, downgrade, insult or
criticise the authorities in power in those days. Nevertheless, as
Sarawakians, we have our own way to look at our history and to pay respect

to our heroes,

The rewriting of this book is therefore purely based on the true
picture of the story and the view point of Sarawakians from a local

perspective.



Brief History of Early Sarawak

GEOGRAPHY AND ITS PEOPLE

Sarawak, the Land of Hombill, is one of
the thir 1 states and the Largest state in
the Federation of Malaysia. Covering an

area of 124,967 square Kilometres in
north west of Borneo, its area is about 37%
of Malaysia total Lind arca which as almost
the size ol the whole of Peninsular
Malaysia

I'he State of Savawak 1y generally rugged
and topographically comples. Swampy
plains extend along most of the coastal
areas, backed by a broad belt of undulaning
lowland intersected by many rivers which
out from the mountinous interior,

ted in the tropical region, the greater
part of Sarawak iy still covered by primary
torest and large portions of the arca are
practically uninhabited. The remaining
land is mainly used for agriculiural
purposes. The highest mountain in the
State is Gunung Muarud which is 2,424
metres high and the longest niver is none
other than Batang Rejang which runs 564
Kilometres through Kapit, Sibu and Sarikei
Divisions in the central region of Sarawak.

At present, Sarawak is administratively
nely -

divided into nine divisions na

Bintulu Division
Kapit Division
Miri Division and

Kuching Division
Samarahan Division
Sri Aman Division
Sarikei Division
Sibu Division

Limbang Division

Fach Division is headed by a Resident who
is assisted by District Officers cach taking
charge of a distict. There are altogether
twenty=cight districts in Sarawak.

1L

The population of Sarawak, based on the
1990 figures provided by the Statistics
Department is 1,670,000 and it is made up
of the following ethnic groups -

Lthuic Group
(1 Malay -
(1) Melanau
(1) Ihan i
(v Bidlvuh 140,000
(v} Other mdigenous
(Kenvah, Kavan,
Lun Bawang, Kelabit,
Redavan, Bisava,
Kajang.

et -

o) ) Percentage

SN.000

1000

(i) Chinese -
anOthiers -
(Indians.
astan, Javanese,

Ey

e
However, based on the projected
population in 1997, there are 1,943,000
people in Sarawak

PREHISTORY OF SARAWAK
Owing to the lack of
archacological investigations in the past,
the carly history of Sarawak is almost
ince 1948 exter

sufficient

unknown. Howeve
and svstematic archacological work has
been carried out in Sarawak by the Sarawak
Museum. As a result, Hindu and Buddha
figures and gold ornaments have been

tound predominantly in the Sarawak River
1 Bidavuhs (Land Davak)
imarahan Divisions, by

basin. The Pag
in Kuching and
the name of their god Jewata (Hindu deva)

ime they were likely

showed that at one
brought into intimate contact with the
Hence, the above
Sarawak might have

Hindus from Ind

evidence suggests tha
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been visited and probably settled down by
the Indians or by the Javanese Hindus.

Gold has long been worked in the area
extending from Upper Sarawak (Bau)
south-westward to Sambas and Montrado
in West Borneo. It seemed that Borneo
gold was known in the days of the great
Indian trading expeditions and,
therefore, it had been considered to be
an important metal in the ancient world.

Although the history of Sarawak goes as
far back as 40,000 years ago to the Stone
Age with the carliest signs of man found

in the famous Niah Cave in Miri Division,
very little is being written on Sarawak
before the arrival of James Brooke in
1839. Archaeological and other related
works indicated that a small=scale of barter
trading prior to the 6th Century A.D in
Bornco grew to a larger scale traffic with
both China and Siam (Thailand) by the
12th and 13th Century and, in Sarawak, at
the area around Santubong as early as the
11th Century. There is sufficient evidence
to indicate that Sarawak River Delta was
an important trading centre which was
established as early as in the 7th Century
AD.

A scene painted by @

well known local artis,
Hashbee Chin, shovws the
carly history of trading at
the mouth of the Sarausik
River at the foot of the
Santubang Mountain.
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INFLUENCE OF BUDDHISM AND
HINDUISM

Both the Buddhist Kingdom of Srivijaya,
centred in Sumatra from the Sth to 13th
Centuny and Hinduo-Javanese Majapahit
Empire had exerted a strong Buddhist and
Hindu mfluence especially in the Sarawak
River Delun and coastal areas of Sarawak
This can e proved with the discoveries of
the lollowing figures and shrine. A stone
monument of the Buddhist Tantiic Shrine
built on a taised platform was discovered at
Bongkissam, an excavation site located at
the foor of Gunung Santubong in 1967, In
the sanctiany of the Shrine. silver deposit
hox containing gold ornaments in the
shape of w sitting Buddha, crescent moon,
clephant, turtle and snake were also
discovered. This relic had been dated to
about 12th Century ALD. According to the




archacologists, the practice of burying
deposit boxes was a Hindu-Buddhist
wadition originated from India

Some forty rock-carvings had been
discovered along Sungai Jaong in the
Sarawak River Delta, Santubong,
prominent was a half lifesize spread-cagle

The most

fignre with a curious "head-dress’ was
discovered in 1886, It was believed that the
Carving was in existence in 970 A.D.

Besides, a statue of the elephant-headed
god. the Ganesa, was found in Limbang in
1921 and the second piece discovered
at Bukit Berhala in Samarahan in 1848,
The third piece was found in Limbang at
the site of its Residency in 1921, At the
h was a

same site, a Batu Lesong whi

Symbolic Phallus of veneration of the
Hindu lavas in South India also
discovered at Bukit Berhala. Ren s of a
stone bull were found near Sempro,
Penrissen in the carly 1840s which
represented the guardian outside a temple
of Siva

Lot

Buddha figure in the Gupta
tradition, found at Bukit Maras,
Santubong.

Middle

The clephant-headed
Ganesa, found at Li
1921

Right
Batu Lesomg found at
Samarahan,

Stone bull (Batu Nandi) found
at Segu, Penvissen Road,
Kuching,







ADVANCEMENT OF ISLAM

With the fall of Srivijaya abo
later and Majapahit Empire
15th centu

century
1 the carly
. the Muslim States were
established by the advance of Iskam into the

archipelago,

After the fall of M,
part of the dominance of the Malay Sult
of Brunei

In actual fact, whi
Brunei ook over the control of Sarawak,
Sarawak Malays had already established
their seulements in Santubong (Sarawak)
where Datu Merpati Jepang was the leader,
Saribas (Pusa) where Dato Godam Ihnu
Bendahara Harun and his followers from
Sumatra had settded down there, Kalaka
and Samarahan areas. The discovery of 13
rare artifacts believed to be 800 vears old
produced during the Chinese Sung Dynasty
in the Hith Century at Kampung Senangeh,
Sadong Jaya in Simunjan on 24.9.1997

Iy human
n arca in the olden

concrete evidence of the e
settlement in Samaral

days. Avthan time, the name " spelt
itten
wak
formed the southern province of Brunei
that Imperial Admiral Cheng Ho, the
famous Chinese trade ambassador of Ming
Dynasty (1368 - 16:44) visited Brunei.

as “Cerava” appeared in some wi

sources. It was obvious that after Sar

In 1521 through the visits 1o Brunei by
Pigafeu.

of Jorge de Menezes in 1526 and
of Gonsalvo Percira, the Portuguese

explorer in 1530 and by an carly map of the
East Indies by Mercator, the name of
Sarawak was made known to the world
that time, it was the

ne of a village
the river of the same name - Sungai Sara

V.

occupying much the same position as the
present State Capital, Kuching.

FIRST SULTAN AND FIRST CAPITAL OF
SARAWAK

According to the history of Brunei, there
strong indication that Santubong was
pital of Sarawak in the late 16th
century when Pengiran Tengah Ibnu Sultan
Muhamad Hassan, the second son of the
d Sultan of Brunei became the first and
the last Sultan of Sarawak. Sultan Pengiran
Tengah became the Sultan of Sarawak in
1599. Before sailing 1o Johore and Pahang,
he appointed Datu Patinggi Sei a, Da
Shahbandar Indera Wangsa, Datu Amar
Seri Diraja and Datu Temenggong Lail
Wangsa as the State Ministers to administel
Sarawak. On his way back from Johore,
Sultan Pengiran Tengah was shipwrecked
near the coast of Sukadana. In Sukadana,
he married a princess of the Sukadana
Ruler. On his way to Sarawak, Sultan
Pengiran Tengah passed away at Batu Buaya
and was buried at Santubong in 1641, His
mausoleum is located at the junction of
Jalan Sultan Tengah and Jalan Kampung
Santubong  in hing.  Costing
RM546.000.00, the mausoleum  was
constructed and completed in May 1995, It
was restored and declared as a historical
monument in Saraw

ak.

Upon the death of Sultan Pengiran
Tengah, there was no record to show that
the Sultan of Brunei had ever sent a
replacement for Sultan Pengiran Tengah.
The administration of Saraw: fairs could
have been placed under the State Ministers

=3




such as Datu Patinggi
Seri Setia, Datu
Shahbandar Indera
Wangsa, Datu Ami
Seri Diraja and Datu
Femenggong Laila
Wangsa. Based on
the historical record
of Brunei. around
1520 Sultan

Lidah Tinah - the second Muhammed Kanzul

k. fourind
iy Hewn Dt Patingggr Al in
thr early §%h Contury

roprtal of Sa

Aam summoned
Pengiran  Mohd
Salleh who staved in

e il oy Sambas 1o retn o

Pemgrman L enguh alo
Jalin Sultan Ten
Daman

Brunei and

conferred him the
title of Pengiran
Indera Mahkota
Seven vears later
when the Sultan of
Bruner heard that
there was a discovery
ol antimony m
Upper Sarawak
(Sintawan), he sent

Pengiran  Indera
Mahkota to Sarawak
Jalan Sultan Tengah from as the Governor of
Petras Jaya to Diamman,

Kuching Sarawak. At that time, the capial of

Sarawak which was shitted from
Santubong was well established ar
Lidah Tanah situated at Kuala Sungai
Savawak Kanan by Daw Patnggi Ali. It
was Pengiran Indera Mahkota who
shifted the second capital of Sarawak
from Lidah Tanah within Bau district
1o a place called Sungai Kuching
which is the present site of Kuching
City.




Brief History of Modern Sarawak

Rasya Mudin Hisshem

SARAWAK UNDER SIR JAMES BROOKE
The madern history of Sarawak began with
the tirst landing of James Brooke on
1581530, At that time Sarawak was the
southern provinee of the Brunei Sultamae

I'he cruel and inhuman treatment by

Pengiran Indera Mahkota who forced the
Malavs and Land Dayaks (Bidayuhs) 1o
extract antimony like slaves in .

- T—

fighting was still in progress. At the request
of Pengiran Muda Hashim and at the same
time to fulfill his own dream of a kingdom
in the east, James Brooke interceded in the
dispute and finally he brought about a
peaceful seitlement. James Brooke was
vewarded for his senvice and he was given
the territory of about 18,000 square
Kilometres stretching from Tanjung Dat
to Samarahan River and inland up to
Upper Sarawak (Bau) by Pengiran Muda
Hashim on 24.9.1841. On L8 1842, James
Brooke was proclaimed as the white R
of Sarawak at Brunei and he was installed
to the throne in Kuching on 18.9.1842.

Being a forcigner who hecame the Rajah of
the Land which had already been inhabited
by the multi-racial communities comprising
of the Dayak, Malay and Chinese, James
Brooke had a difficult time extending his
influence and exercising his power over the
peaple in Sarawak. Although the cruel
administrators of Brunei had departed, the
new ruler in the person of James Brooke

had similarly imposed taxes and restrictions
on his subjects. As a whole, the people of
Sarawak did not want a foreign power to
administer their own land. For the

e d R W)

Upper Sarawak (Bau) stirred up anti-
Brunei fecling among the locals. Datu
Patinggi Al led an anti-Brunei force
against Pengiran Indera Mahkota in 1835,
Inspite of the fact that the Sultan of Brunei
Omar Al Saifuddin 11 sent his uncle,

Pengiran Muda Hashim to pacify the
country, the revolt continued, James
Brooke departed Sarawak after a short stay
and he returned on 29.8.1840 to find the

' Jalan Muda Hashim

POSKOD 83400

Muda Hashim Road,
Kuching



remaining twenty-three years of his life,
Rajali James Brooke devoted 1o expand his
territory, the suppression of piracy, head-
hunting and anti-White Rajah movements
by the Malay, Dayak and Chinese

com

ties.

For a period of 17 years, from August 1844
until 1861, Rajah James Brooke had 1o
fight against sea-faring Saribas and Skrang
Ihans. especially the Iban Hero, Rentap.
Rentap was a native of Skrng and he never
wanted Rajah James Brooke to rule over his
people. He first fought against the Rajal at
Skrang in August 1844, and i 1853, he
successtully artacked Nanga Skrang Fort
where his son-in-law, Layvang Killed Alan
Lee of the Rajal's force. In August 1854,
James Brooke, with a lorce of 7,000
attacked and over-ran Rentap at Sungai
Lang but Rentap and his followers
retreated strategically to the top of Bukit
Sadok. On 241857, Charles Brooke led an
attack on Bukit Sadok with a strong force
of 4,000 but
stronghold. The following vear, a larger
expedition of Charles Brooke also failed
despite the use of a six-pounder gun. It
not until September 1861 when Charles

led to penctrate Rentap's

Brooke returned with a twelve-pounder
gun that he finally defeated Rentap and
destroyed Belian stockade at Bukit
Sadok on 28.10.1861. Although Rentap's
power was eventually broken, he did not

surtender. He and his followers retreated
to Entabai, Kanowit where he died of old
age sometime in the 18705, He was

remembered as a great warrior and a
wak,

determined defender of Sa

The Chinese miners in Bau also refused 1o
be

led by a foreigner who restricted their
treedom of trade in opium, wine and other
necessities with forcign countries and
prohibited them from exporting gold and

other local products o overseas besides

imposing taxes on them based on the
actual population. On 19.2. 1857, the
anti-Rajah movement led by the freedom
fighter, Liu Shanbang, from Bau Lama,
had successfully conquered Astana

Kuching for a few days but Rajah James
Brooke managed to escape. However,
Rajah James Brooke together with his
harles Brooke, who had brought
cond Division (Sn

nephew, €

a strong force from
Aman), counter-attacked the Chinese
fighters. In the end, Lin Shanbang was
Killed at Jugan on or about 2421857, He
was a hero who did not want a foreign rule
and he died for the sake of defending the

sovereignty of the country, In actual fact.

Liu Shanbang became the de facto Rajah of
Sarawak for 5 davs from 19,2 183

23.2.1857.

The Chinese anti-Rajah movement
been sudden and dramatic. More serious
was the disaffection of Malay nobles who
were resentful of restrictions upon their
privileges and power. Rajah James Brooke
retained most ol the influential and

respected Malavs in office, though some of
them watched eagerly for his weakness
Knowing that the old Malay ruling ¢lass was
an alternative 1o his government, Rajah
James Brooke did not trust them, an

attitude even shared by Rajah Charles
Brooke later

...
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In 1853 when Sultan Abdul Mumin of
Brunei ceded the Lower Rejang basin to
Rajah James Brooke, the Governor of the
atea wis Sherip Masahor, Rajah James
Brooke retained Sherip Masahor in his
position but he paid litde attention and
comtinued 10 actin the semiindependent
manner as usual, In actual fact, Sherip
Masahor was a Malay patriot who was
deadly against Rajah James Brooke's
attemprs 1o rule over Sarawak. The
proclamation of James Brooke as the Rajah
of Sarawak in 1841 bewildered and

angered Sherip Masahor. When James
Brooke began to swallow up more
territories of the Sultanate of Brunei,
Sherip Masahor together with Datu
Patinggi Gapur planned to attack Kuching
but they failed. Datu Patinggi Gapur was
sent to Mecea for pilgrimage whereas
Sherip Masahor returned home quictly.

In 1855, when Sherip Masahor intery
ina dispute between two rival Peng
namely Pengiran Ersat and Pengir:
Matusin at Mukah, he was fined by Charles

The extension of Sarawak
Tervitory from 1841 to 1905,



Nt Jane ks
the Pt
te Ryl vf
Saraak i 1811
He died on
1161508

Brooke. After several abortive attempts for
freedom against Brooke Rule, Sherip
Masahor was banished to Simgapore where
he spent the rest of his lite. The hero
Sherip Masahor died in February 1890, sull
tull of deternmimation to push the Brtish
out of Sara

Sarawak was recognised as an independent
state by the United States of America on
201001850 and Great Britain granted
recognition and appointed Mr. G
Ricketts as the British Consul on 1911864
In 187
further enlarged when the Sultan of
Brunei ceded all the laind between Sadong
River to Oya River. On L8 I861, the
territory of S,
when the Sultan of Brunei ceded all rivers
and lands from Oya River to Kidurong,
Bintulu o the Brooke Regime.

the territory of Sarawak was

awak was further extended

SARAWAK UNDER SIR CHARLES
BROOKE

At his death on 11.6.1868, Six
Brooke bequeathed to his nephew, Charles

nes

Brooke who wi

s proclaimed as the second
81868, Siv

white Rajah of Sarawak on

Vire rcond Rapah of
Mavaasoeik,
Brovke. I INOS he
beceame the e
Rayah e die
1750017

et sl

nid

Chatles Brooke in his long reign of fifty
vears huilt upon the foundations Lid by his
uncle, ruled with such conspicuous success
that piracy disappearcd, head-hunting was
reduced and the prosperity of the country
increased, In order not to confuse the
name of the capital of Sarawak, Sir Charles
Brooke announced Kuching as the official
name of the capital on 12.8.1872,

On 19.6.1882, further large accretions of
territory occurred when the frontier was
advanced bevond Batang Baram from
Kidurong. On 3.1 1885, the valley of
Trusan River was ceded and on 1731890

Batanyg Limbang was annexed at the
request of the local people from Limbang
On 5.1.190
purchased from the British North Borneo
Company with the consent of the British
Government. British protection was
accorded to Sarawak on 13.6.1888.

. the Lawas River area was

The third white Rajah, Sir Charles Vvner
Brooke succeeded his father on 2451917,
and progress continued in all spheres. In
1941, the centena r of the Brooke
rule, the State wis in a sound economic

e
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Ser Charles Vyner
Browke, the Thind
White Rayah of
Sk, He
bevame Rajak i
1917 and died on
95,193

position with a large sum of money in
reserve. As a centenary gesture, the Rajah
cnacted a new constitution, which

abrogated his absolute powers wnd set the
feet of the people of Sarawak on the first
step towards the road to @ democratic

selfsgovernment.

JAPANESE OCCUPATION (1941 - 1945)

[he bombing of Kuching Town on
19 December 1941 signalled the beginning
of the tragic and terror vears under the
Japanese Occupation. Bombs tell along

Prince Maide of
Japan who visited
Sarawak during

Japanese occupation

Side

This howse at Jawa Road No.

1, was originally owned by
the late Tan Choon Hee. It
served ay the Headquarters of
the Jupeanese Kempe-Tai
during the oceupation peviod
(1M41.1943)

Right Side

Japanese official surrendered

Japaniese sword (Samurai) to
Major General Wooten of the
Allied Fore.

« Japanese Official signed

surnendering documents on
11.9.1945



Sir Charles Arden
Clarke, G.CM.G.
First Brtush
Colonial Govenar of
Sarawak

Ban Hock Road to the wharf of Borneo
Company causing fire around the area as
well as deaths and injuries to many people.
The Japanese authority occupied Kuching
on 24.12.1941 and took all the Europeans
and other local inhabitants suspected of
destroying important installations in
Kuching as prisoners and interned them at
Batu Lintang Camp (the present site of
Baw Lintang Teachers' Training College)
in Kuching. Kuching town suffered
immensely due to lack of food supply and
other basic necessities.

During the three years and eight months
occupation, the administrative and
cconomic infrastructures were severely
damaged and the civilian population
suffered much hardship. The local people
were reduced to poverty and misery and
malnutrition spread throughout the State.
The local people looked upon the
Japanese invaders with distrust and anger
because of their cruelty and greed and,
hence, anti id i

F P
throughout the length and breath of
Sarawak.

Mr. Duncan
Strcant,

Second Brtssh
Calomial Governon
of Sarauvk

The landings of the British and Australian
Paratroops in the Kelabit highland in Miri
Division in early 1945 received excellent
response and support from the people
there. Hence, it paved the way for the
major Allied landings on Labuan and
along the north-west coast of Sarawak as
far down as Miri in June, 1945. Eventually,
the Japanese surrendered unconditionally
on 14 August 1945,

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY
ADMINISTRATION

When Japanese sought an armistice on 15
August 1945, all regular resistance ceased.
The Allied Force under Major General
Wooten entered Kuching on 11 September
1945 to receive the formal surrender of the
Japanese Army. Kuching was liberated and
about 2,500 prisoners were set free on the
Liberation Day.

Sarawak was then placed under Australian
Military Administration for about seven
months. The main task of the military
administration was to oversee the
distribution of rice and other essential




Sir Anthomy Abel,
GCAMG.
Third British

wal Governor of

commodities to the local population.
During this period, the constabulary
reformed and the medical as well as
educational services were reorganised.

SARAWAK AS A BRITISH COLONY
(1946 - 1963)

When peace re turned, the third White
“harles Vyner Brooke, came back
from Australia and resumed his authority
over the State of Sai kK on 1541946, It
had, however, for sometime been evident

for him that greater financial resources
were needed to restore Sarawak even a
semblance of her former prosperity.

When  Sir Charles Vyner  Brooke
announced his intention to cede Sara
to Britain in carly 1946, the Brit
Government sent two Malay speaking
Members of Parliament to Sarawak to

ascertain whether the people wanted
cession. The finding was that there was
sufficient support for the question of
cession to be put before the Council Negri.
The motion was subsequently debated for
three days in the Council Negri. The Bill of

Sir Alexander
Waddell, G.CM.G.
Fourth British
Colamial Gavernor of
Sarawak

Cession was read for the third time on
17 May 1946 and passed by nineteen
votes against sixteen. The Bill was carried
mostly by the voters of the European
members who were not the local people of
n Order-in-Council, Sarawak
bL came a British Colony on 1 July 1946.

After
Counc

awak had become a Colony, the
I Negri and Supreme Council
remained as constituted before the war,
but with the Governor taking over the
place of the Rajah.

In 1956 a new constitution was
promulgated. It gave an unofficial majority
to the Council Negri for the first time. The
first direct local government elections were
held in November that year.

For a period of 17 years under the British
Colonial Rule, four British Governors had
appointed to rule Sarawak. There

Sir Charles Arden Clarke (Period from
29.10.1946 10 26.7.1949)

(2)Mr. Duncan Stewart (Period from
14.11.1949 10 10.12,1949)




Coroup photo of wembery of
Maliya Convultative o
Commuttee taken 1n Kuching
i Devember, 1901
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(3)Sir Anthony Abell (Period from
341950 1o 14.11.19549)

(D Sir Alexander Waddell (Period from
23.2.1960 10 15.9.1963)

ANTI-CESSION MOVEMENT

The people in Sarwak had been divided
over the question of Cession and the
passing of the moton by a narrow
European majority in Council Negri did
not end the issue. In order to resist the
authoritarian decision of the third White
Rajah, a major protest was organised by
the Malay National Union. A total of 338
government off

ers and teachers, most of

e

them with long years of service, resigned
from the government in protest against the
colonial government's instruction not to
take partin political activity.

The climax came on 3 December 1949
when the second Governor of Sarawak, Mi
Duncan Stewart, was stabbed in Sibu by a
voung Malay student-teacher, Rosli bin
Dhoby and the Governor died a week later
in Singapore. The heroes Rosli bin Dhoby,
Awang Rambli. Morshidi bin Sedik and
Bujang bin Suntong who were involved
with the assassination were convicted and
sentenced to death
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1962 BRUNEI REVOLT

On 8 December 1962, a revolt broke out in
Brunei. It was led by A.M. Azahari who
hoped to find enough support in Brunci,
rawak and Sabah (then known as British
North Borneo) 1o overthrow all the three
governments and unite the three
territories. AM. Azahari was deadly against
the formation of Malaysia. He found

support in some areas in Miri and Limbang
Divisions in Sarawak and his force scized
Limbang and areas around Niah and Sibuti
in Miri Disision,

However, with httle support from the local
people and prompt action by the British
troops stanoned in Singapore, the Brinsh
commandos recaptured the above areas
trom the poorly armed force of Azahari on
12.12.1962. The Rebellion was a total
farlure and the rebels retreated towards the
Indonesian border.

FORMATION OF MALAYSIA

In May 1961, the Prime Minister of Malaya,
Tunku  Abdul |
Rahman Putra Al- |
Haj. put forvard a || II

proposal which was

to change the whole
course of Sarawak’s
future. This
proposal centred
upon the formation
of  Malaysia, a
federation to

acceptable particularly as it became
understood that Malaya and Si
were

pore
prepared to concede certain
safeguards to protect the interests of the
Borneo territories. In a series of meetings,
Sarawak delegates met with delegates from
the other territories and participated
actively in the working out of details of
such safeguards. These "Malaysia Solidarity
Consultative Committee’ meetings gave
Bornean delegates much useful experience
in political bargaining. Eight members of
awak Council Negri attended the first
meeting of the Committee in Kuala
Lumpur on 6.1.1962.

Meanwhile, the Colonial Government had
declared its support for the Malaysia Plan
provided the people of Sarawak found it
acceptable. A Commission of Enquiry was
appointed under the Right Hon. Lord
Cobbold to ascertain the feclings of the
people of Borneo. The Cobbold

Commission arrived in Kuching in
February 194

include  Malaya,
Singapore, Sarawak,
Sabah and Brunci.
Slowly the idea

became more

Malaysia Solidarity
Consultative Commiltes
Merting held in Kuala Lunprur
on 6 January 1962. The
Sarazouk delegation (left to
right) : Tun Datuk Abang Haji
Openg; Tun Datuk Patinggi
Temenggong Jugah ok Barieng;
Tan Sri Datuk Ong Kee Hui;
Datuk Yeo Cheng Hoe (the
leader); Tan Sri Datuk Amar
Ling Beng Siew; Datuk Amar
James Womg;

Datuk Temenggong Montegrai
ak Tugang and Reminguis
Durin ak Nyangu.




The Villa of Tan Snt Datuk
Amar Ling Beng S
Sibui
All
there o Juby 193 1t was

declaved ava hutoncal site

anil named “Rumah
Malayua” in 1987

The Commission isstied an open invitation
to all interested persons to give oral
evidence and also collected a large volume
of written memoranda from associations,
ambers of Commerce,

political parties, Cl
« ity leaders and individuals.

Ihe conclusions of the Commission
showed that about a third of the
population was strongly in favour of the
formation of Malaysia; another third
appeared to favour it on the condition
included in

that certain safeguards were
the agreement; the remaining third
wanted either to remain under British rule

for some time or else to obrain full
independence before considering joining
the Federation

Soon after this, an Inter-Governmental
Committe
of the constitutional arrangements.
ted on this

e was set up to work out details

Sarawak was well represe
committee with the Council Negri itself
selecting the delegates. The report of the

Committee paved the way for the
successful implementation of the

Malaysia proposal. It fully
provided for the safeguards
demanded by and
Sarawak, and g the

Borneo States

a generous
on of seats in the Federal
tives or

allo
House of Represe
Dewan Rakvat - Sara
allocated 24 seats. In addition it

wak was

provided  for  generous
development grants for the East

Malaysia States.

Fhe attractiveness of  the
Malaysia proposal became increasingly
evident and in March 1963 the Council
Negri passed a motion adopting the

recommendations contained in the Inter-
Government Committee Report, and
welcoming the creation of the proposed
Federation of Malaysia by August 31.

FURTHER CONSTITUTIONAL
‘HANGES

Meanwhile, important constitutional
changes had taken place t ensure that
Sarawak would have a fully democratic
le
government before joining Malavsia.

isluture and a ministerial system of

h Constitution
the Council Negri included 14 official
24 members indirectly elected

As laid down under the 1

members
by the people, 4 nominated members and

3 standing members.

Early in 1963 this Constitution was
maodified to give Sarawak a fully democratic

legislature.  The  constitutional



arrangements increased the number of
elected representatives from 24 to 36 and
reduced the official and the nominated

members to three persons each.

The new Constitution also provided for a
ministerial system of government for the
first ume. One of the members of Council
Negri, the one who in the opinion of the
Governor was hikely to command the
confidence of the majority of the members,
would be appointed as the Chicf Minister.
He in turm would advise the Governor on
the appointment of five other members of

the Council Negri 1o the Supreme Council,
These members would  then  take
responsibility. for  Government
Departments and be known as Ministers
The remaining three members of the
Supreme Council were official members -
the Chiet Secretary, Attormey-General and
Financial Secretary. When independence
came, the Chief Minister would preside
over the Supreme Council

Thus in effect the new Constitunon meant
that political leaders elected (indirectly) by
the people, would take over control of the
Government  from  the  Colonial

Government.

1963 STATE ELECTIONS
In the light of these constitutional ch

nges,
new clections were held between April and
July 1963, The Sarawak Alliance formed by
Party Negara Sarawak H'\ VAS), Sarawak
National Party (SN . Party Pesaka
Sarawak (PES/
(BARJASA) and Sara

Election. However PANAS withdrew from
the Sarawak Alliance on 15.4.1963.

nce Sarawak retained the three-tier
system of election, the first stage involved
clection to Municipal and District
Councils, the second stage from District to
Divisional Advisory Councils and the final
stage from Divisional Advisory Councils to
the Council Neg

Alter the elections were completed in July
1963, the first meeting of the S
Alliance to form the elected State
Government was held at Rumah Malaysia -
the Villa of Tan Sri Datuk Amar Ling Beng
Siew in Sibu. Mr. Stephen Kalong Ningkan
(Now Tan Sri Datuk Amar) of Sarawak
National Party (SNAP) was clected
Sarawak's first Chief Minister Designate.
Later, the members of Sarawak’ t State
C: announced. They included
two members from SNAP, two from
Barisan Rakyat Jati $ k (BARJASA)
and one from Sarawak Chinese Association
(SCA).

hinet w

The Chief Minister Designate,
Datuk Amar Stephen Kalong
Ninghan and others met the
British Governor , Sir
Alexaander Waddell at the
Astana on 19 July 1963 o
discuss. the formatian of
Sarawak's elected
Government. Picture shosos
(seen from left) Tun Datuk
Patinggi Haji Abdul Rahman
Ya'kub, Datuk Amar Stephen
Kalong Ningkan, Tan Sri
Datuk Amar Ling Beng Siew
and Tun Datuk Patinggi
Jugah ak Baneng,




Navauak's first Ioxal

Carvernin after the frmatun

of Malaysa Tun Abang Hape
Openg witnessed the

st st it the Contral
Padung in Kuthing on

10,9 1%3

Y s

On 31 August 1963 the British Governor,
sir Alexander Waddell handed over the
control of all government affairs to the
Chicf Minister, Mr. Stephen Kalong

Ningkan

The original date chosen for
the formation of Malaysia was
31 August 1963 but as a result of
the opposition of Indonesia and
the Philippines, expressed at
the Manila Conference on 30
July 10 5 August 1963 Malavsia
agreed that the date be
postponed in order to allow a
United  Nations  team  to
ascertain the wishes of the

peoples of the Borneo States

This mission visited Sarawak
and Sabah between 16 August
and 3 September 1963 and i
its report it stated that a
substantial majority of the
population did indeed support
the formation of Malysia

Indonesia, however, refused o
accept the conclusion of the
report, arguing  that the
conditions under which it had
been carmed out were not
satisfuctory,

On 16 September 1963,
Sarawak  achieved  full
independence as a member
state of the Federation of

Malaysia after 17 vears under the British
Colonial rule. The first local Governor was
Tun Abang Haji Openg bin Abang Sapice.



THE UNDECLARED
WAR-CONFRONTATION (1963 - 1966)

Before Malaysia was formed, President

Sukarno of Indonesia accused the
proposed federation of being neocolonial
and the Philippines Government joined
him in opposing the formation of new
naton. In August 1963, the Prime Minister
of Malaya, Tunku Abdul Rahman Puura
Al-Haj. President Sukarno of Indones
and  President Macapagal of the
Philippines met in Manila and decided to
ask the United Nations o send i team of
officials to Sarawak and Sabah 1o ascertain
the wishes of the people about joining
Malavsia. The United Nations report
med the majority of the people of

con
Sarawak and Sabah supported the
formation of Malaysia.

In spite of the United Nation's finding,
President Sukarno continued 1o show his
hostility by offering assistance to militant
communist terrorists operating along the
Sarawak Kalimantan border, resulting in
numerous skirmishes and loss of life.
Confrontation ended in 1966, However,
communist actvities were still active
especially among the Chinese dominated
areas in Sarawak. ult, Operation
and 1973 10
uproot the communist movement. On
1972, the Rajang Sccurity Command
(R\\( OM) was established in Batang
Rejang arca to wipe up the communist
influence there.

Asar
Petek was mounted in 197

SRI AMAN - PEACE RESTORED

On 13 October 1973, Bong Kee Chok, top
leader of the North Kalimantan Peoples’
Guerilla Force and Director and Political

Commissar of PARAKU, personally wrote
to the Chiefl Minister and Director of
Operation, Sarawak, YAB Datuk Haji Abdul
Rahman Ya'kub, of his desire to abandon
the armed struggle and to work for
political and soc change within the
Malaysian Constitution.

On 18 October 1973, 585 men and women
including most of the top military and
political leaders and representing 85
percent of the communist fighting force,
emerged from the jungle and laid down
their  arms. A Memorandum  of
Understanding  between  the  Chief

SRIAMAN RESIDENCE
(RUMAM SRIAMAN)

The hause became a ‘peace
signing’ place betsween long
Kee Chok and the Chief
Minister of Sarauwak, Datuk
Patingg Abdul Rahman
Ya'kub. It was called "Rumah
Sri Aman’ after frredom and
pence was secured from the
communist threat.




At the Memarandium syning
covrmony betuven the Chief
Minister, Datuk Patingg
Haps Abdul Rahman Ya'kub
and the Dyector and Politieal
Commuar of PARAKT,
Encik Hong Kre Chok at the
Sn Aman Kesdener,
Semarnggang on 21 October
1973

The Chief Minsster, Daatuk
atimgger Hap Abdul
Ruhman Ya'kub, haking
handy with Enesk Bong Kee
Chok, after the signing of the
S Awan Agreement at the
Government Resthouse 1n
ng, Bandar Sre
Aman

Semangzy

Minister, YAB Datuk
Patinggi i Abdul
Rahman ub and
Encik Bong Kee Chok,
Director and Political
Commissar of PARAKLU,
was signed at Rumah Sri
Aman in Simanggang (Sri
Aman) on 21 October
1973, The voluntary

surrender of members of
the Sarawak Communists
Organisation .
% of the

representing 85
guerillas, brought peace
and security to Sarawak.

In the morning of 4
March 1974, the Chiet
Minister. YAB Datuk
Patinggi  Haji  Abdul
Rahman Ya'kub,
announced before about
100 representatives of the
local and international
press  and  State
dignitaries at Dewan Tun
Abdul Razak in Kuching
that after more than
eleven years of
communist armed
struggle,  peace  had
returned to Sarawak.

XIII. POLITICAL CHANGE

1963-1991

During the initial phase
of Sarawak’s
independence  within
Malaysia. from 1963 1o



1966, all government
departments were headed by expatriate
officers. The Sarawak Alliance leaders,

important

being  entrusted  with  the  heavy
responsibility  of running a  State
Government for the first time, invariably

turned to the expatnate officers for advice

on political matters. This resulted in much
political dissatisfaction. In mid 1966, the
State Cabinet headed by Datuk Amar
Stephen Kalong Ningkan was replaced by a

new cabinet with Datk Tawi Shi as the

Chief Minister.

Under Datuk Tawi Sli Government
expatriate officers were excluded from the
deasion-making level and the replacement
of top expatriate officers greatly

accelerated. The thre
Secretary, State Financial Secretary and

top posts of State

State Establishment Officer were taken
over by local officers, and all other

expatriate officers in the administration
were replaced rapidly as well as a good

many of the top expatriates in other

departments.

Sarawak first direct general election was
held on 7 July 1970. The Sarawak Alliance
joined forces with the Sarawak United
Peoples’ Party to form Sarawak first
coalition government under the leadership
of Datuk Patinggi Haji Abdul Rahman
Ya'kub.The coalition Government was
returned to power in 1974 and in
September of the same year, SNAP joined
PBB and SUPP to form the State Bar
sional Government, which gain
reelected in 1979, Dawk Patinggi Tan Sri
Haji Abdul Rahman Ya'kub remained as
Chiel Minister until his resignation on 26
March 1981. Datuk Patinggi Tan i
Abdul Taib Mahmud was sworn in as the
fourth Chief Minister of Sarawak on the
same date.

YAB Datuk Patinggi Tan
Sri Haji Abdud Rahman
Ya'kub formally resigned
as the Chief Minister of
Sarawak with his entire
Cabinet on 26.3. 1981,




Chief Ministers of Sarawak
(Since independence within Malaysia in 1963).

Top Lt Side
Finst Chief Manuster,
Fan Sva Dtk Amar Stephien

it Nimghan
181930
249 1%0)

Top Right Side
Sevand Cheef Minister
Datuk 1z

(from 249,190 10 0.7

Bottom Left Side

Thard Chef Minasier

Tun Datuk Patingar Hap
Abdul Rahman Va'kub
(From 771970 10

26,3 1951)

Bottom Right Side

Datuk Patingga Tan S (Dr)
Hap Abdul Tarb

Mahwud. The present Chief
Minssser (from 2631981

wntil today)




In July 1983 some Dayak
AP lett the
party to form Parti Bansa
Dayvak Sarawak (PBDS)
which opted to remain in
the  Barisan asional
Government under the
Chicef Minister  Datuk
Patinggi Tan Sri Haji Abdul
Faib Mahmud.

members of §

To counter a plot to oust
him as Chicef Minister in
March 1987, Datuk Patinggi
Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud
dissolved the State
Legislative Assembly and called for a State
election in the following month. PBDS
contested as an opposition party. Datuk
Patinggi Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud

was returned as Chief Minister for a third
term leading  the  State  Barisan
Government composed of PBB, SUPP and

SNAP.

On
Minister was returned for a fourth term of

91991, the incumbent Chief

office when the State Barisan Nasional
(B.N.) achieved a landslide victory,
winning 49 out of a total of 36 seats in the
State Legislative Assembly. On 31.5.1994,
Parti Bansa Davak Sarawak (PBDS
reaccepted to State Barisan

) wis
Nasional after

some seven vears in exile. Due to the
increase in voting population and pace of
development of the State, the Constitution
of the State of Sarawak was amended in
order to increase the elecied members of
the Council Negri from 56 to 62 in
October, 1995, In September, 1996 State
Election was held and Datwk Patinggi Tan

Sri (Dr.) Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud was
returned for a fifth term as the Chief
Minister of Sarawak when the ¢ Barisan
Nasional won 57 out of 62 seats in the c
Election. On 26,10.1997, State Barisan
Nasional increased another seat to 58 in
the State Legislative Assembly when Mr.

Kiam Hui won the Kidurong
lection after he defeated DAP's
candidate and two other independents.
The latest breakdown of the seats in Dewan

Undangan Negri Sarawak is as follows:-

PARTY NUMBER
OF SEATS

1 Stue Barisan Nasional
(PBB-29
SUPP- 14
PBDS -8
SNAP-T7)

2 Democratic 2
Acuon Party (DAP)

Independent 2

Total 62

YAB Datuk Patinggi
Tan S (Dr) Hayi
Abdul Taib Mahmud
was swarn in a5 the
Jourth Chief Ministe
Savazeak before the Yang
di-Pertua Negeri at on
26.3.1981




The Astana The iesdence vof
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the Whate Rapas)
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Ihatusk Amar Kulong
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Kuching

XII. HEAD OF STATE FROM 1963
After achieving independence within
Malaysia, Sarawak has four Heads of State,
Its first Head of S then known as the
Governor, was the late Tun Datuk Abang
Haji Openg bin Abang Sapice from
16.9.1963 until his death on 28.3.1969, The
second Governor was Tun Datuk Patinggi
Tuanku Haji Bujang bin Tuanku Osman

from 2.4.1969 until he completed his
second term of office on 14,1977, He was
then succeeded by the third Governor Tun
Datuk Patinggi Abang Haji Muhammad
Salahuddin who was in office from 2.4.1977
all L1981 The fourth Governor who was
then known as Yang di-Pertua Negeri was
Tun Datuk Patinggi Haji Abdul Rahman
Ya'kub who held office of Head of State
from 241981 10 1.4.1985. The present
Head of State is Tun Dawk Patinggi Haji
Ahmad Zaidi Adruce bin Muhammed Noor
wha became the fifth Yang di-Pertua
Negerni from 201985 until today.

Politics without history has no roots,
history without politics bears no fruit- With
this famous saving. it ends up the writing of
the history of Early

Sarawak and the
Modern Sarawak
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Kuching.
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Petra Jaya Kuching.
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Governors/Yang Dipertua Negeri Sarawak

Top Left Side

The finst Sarwvikian
Camernon, the late Tuan
Vang Levutama Tun Datuk
Abang Hapy Openg bin
Veang Sapie,

hrom 1o 9 1903 10

28 7 1uay,

Top Right Side

The sovamd Navawakun
Canwernon, Tuan Yang
Terwtama 1un Datuh
Fatinggs Tuanku Hap
Iupang bin T uanku Ohman,
(o 24 19090 ) 419770

Bottom Left Side

Phe thand Vg di Pretu
Negen, Tuan ¥
Tun Datuk Patinggy Abang
Hap Muhammad
Salahuddin,

(Frum 24977 0 L4 195 1)

w Teritama

Bottom Right Side

The fourth Yang di-Portua
Negen. Huan Yang erutama
Tun Datik Patinggs Hap
Antul Kahwan bin Ve kub,
(P 241981 10 £ 41983




Tuan Yang Terutama Tun Da
Zaidi Adruce Bin Muhammed Noor

The present Yang Di-Pertun Negeni Sarauak.
Jrom 2.4.1955 - until today)

ok Putinggs Hoji Ahmad




PART II - SARAWAK F

Sarawak Flag -

INTRODUCTION

Vexillogy (from the Latin word Vexillum
which means 1) is a science in the
making. The vexillogists of the world are
digging out facts about flags in order to
make this aspect of human society better
understood. The modern world is divided
into independent territories which call
es. Each nation or state

nations or st
comprises of people who think of
themselves as being part of the same group
and, hence, they need a flag which is the
explicit outward expressions of how their
country looks at itself.

A flag, being an everyday object of a state
or a nation, is a reminder of the birth of a
state or a nation. Both colours and symbols
of a flag have meanings which are not
cternal inherent symbaolism but ideas
which have been attributed to them
officially or through long usage. For those
who know how to read them, flags provide
ation

a wealth of information, interpre
and, in fact, a system of communica

tion of
the country 1o the world.

NUMBER OF FLAGS FLOWN IN
SARAWAK

How many flags have been flown in
Sarawak? This is an interesting question.
Actually, Sarawak has been ruled by quite a
number of regimes and each regime has its
own flag. Before 24.9.1841, Sarawak was

ruled by the Sultan of Brunei and,
obviously. the Brunei flag was used to show
that Sarawak was part of Brunei. From
24.9.1841 until 23.12.1941 when Sarawak
under the regime of Brooke's family, a
number of flags was used. Japanese came
and conquered Sarawak from 24.12.1941
until 14.8.1945 and, therefore, the flag of
the Rising Sun was fown during that
period.

Sarawak was liberated from the Japanese
1945
s

invaders by the Australian on 11
and. therefore, the Australian flag w
hoisted in Sarawak for a short period until
15.4.1946. k became a British
Colony on 1.7.1946 and from then
onwards, the British Union Jack was used.
In order o distinguish Sarawak from other
Crown Colonies, the old Sarawak flag

designed by Sir Charles Brooke was also
flown but with a yellow crown being added
in the centre of the cross.

Sarawak achieved independence through
Malaysia on 16.9.1963 and it almost
vears after the independence that the
wvernment under the then Chief
Ministership of YAB Tun Datuk Patinggi
Haji Abdul Rahman Ya'kub introduced a
new flag (the Trisakt) on 31.8.1973. It was
used until 30.8.1988 when the present

e

State Flag was being introduced to repla
it. So, altogether there are ten flags being
flown in the State of Sarawak.



1II.  FLAGS WHICH HAVE BEEN FLOWN IN
SARAWAK

=

Hruner g

(1) Brunei Flag
It was obvious that a Brunei Flag was used
until 24.9.1841. However, the present
Brunei Flag was introduced in 1906 and
therefore it could not be used to represent
the old Brunei Flag ar that time.

Jumes Bruske's Persomal Standard

2)  James Brooke's Personal Standard
Period = From 24 September 1841 1o 20
September 1848
The Flag of St George - a red
cross on a white background,
Adopted: By Sir James Brooke when he
was proclaimed as the first

White  Rajah  of
which then comy
territory from Tanjung Datw to
the Sadong River.

Remarks: This flag was first flown over his
fort at Belidah, Upper Sarawak
(Bau). It was also being carried
in the war boats of his Malay
and Dayak Chiefs who
supported him during the
carly, wirbulen years of his rule.

(3)

The First Sarawak Flag

Period : From 21 September 1848 to
6 May 1870,

Design = Half blue and half red cross on

a yellow background.

he flag was designed by Rajah

Sir James Brooke himself.

Remarks: Although Sir James Brooke
became the Rajah of Sarawak
on 24.9.1841, he used his
Personal Standard Flag for
almost seven years before  he
introduced this first Sarawak
Flag for the country. By then

awak had been enlarged

from Tanjung Datu up to Oya

River in Sarikei Division.

Adapted:

First Sarauvh Flag



The Second Sarazak Pag

(4)

The Second Sarawak Flag

Period : From 7 May 1870 to
December 1941

Design < Half black and half red cross on

a yellow background.
Adopted: By tles Brooke, the
second White Rajah of Sarawak.
Remarks: There was no record to show

the reason for the change of the
first Sarawak Flag to the second
Sarawak Fli
through the State Archives failed
to reveal anything.

and a scarch

However, there was a story about the
change of colour from blue to black on the
Sarawak Flag designed by Sir James Brooke
among the local population, When Sit
Charles Brooke was proclaimed the second
White Rajah of Sarawak on 3.8.1868, the
representatives of the three major
wak e Dayak, Malay
and Chinese presented gilts to the Rajah
The Davak community gave the gift

communities in S

wrapped in black cloth whereas the Malay
community presented the gift enclosed in
vellow cloth. The Chinese community
being fond of red colour brought the gift
in the red cloth. These three colours

attracted the attention of Sir Charles
re and
t. Hence, he

Brooke who alwavs had the w

interest of the people at hes
decided to change the colours of the
Sarawak Flag from blue, red and vellow to
black, red and yellow in order to suit the
favourite colours of the local communities
of Sarawak.

Japanese Fag

(5) Japanese Flag

Period @ From 24 December 1941 to
14 August 1945,
Design : By the Japanese for more than

one thousand years. The sun is
the legendary ancestor of the
Japanese Emperor and it is the
syibol of the Tand of the rising
sun - Japan.

Renarks: The Japanese army first landed
in Miri on 16.12.1941 and later
conquered  Kuching  on
24.12.1941. The Japanese
flag - the rising sun was lown
in Sarawak replacing the flag
adopted by Sir Charles Brooke

for a period of more than
three and half vears until the
Japanese surrendered to the



Australian forces on 14.8.1945.
Although the Japanese Flag had
never been accepted by the
people of Sarawak as their own
flag, it flew on her land during
period  of
occupation.

the Japanese

The Astmilian Flag

(6)  The Australian Flag

Period
Design
Adopted:

Remarks:

From 11 September 1945 10
15 April 1946,

British Blue Ensign charged
with six white stars.

By the Australian which was
hoisted in Australia since 1901,
When the
on 148

apanese surrendered
1945 and  upon
Australian forces fully liberated
Sarawak on 11.9.1945, the
Australian Flag was hoisted in

Sarawak replacing the flag of
the Rising Sun. However, the
Australian flag was replaced by
the Sarawak Flag when civil
government was restored on
1 946,

=]

Union Juck Flag

7)

-~

N

The Union Jack

Period:

Design:

Adopted:

Remarks:

From 1 July 1946 1

15 September 1963,

The Union Jack consists of
superimposed crosses of St.
George, St. Andrew and St.
Patrick, the patron saints of
England, Scotland and Ireland
respectively.

By the British when Sarawak
became a British Crown Colony.

The Malaysian flag replaced the

Union Jack on 16 September
1963 when Sarawak achieved
her independence  within

Malaysia at that time.

The Union Jack was not actually
the Sarawak Flag; it was hoisted
together with the Sarawak State
Flag in order to show that
Sarawak was a British Colony.




Savizzook P flowon from fufs 1946 to 31 Mgt 1975

(8)

Sarawak Flag Flown During Colonial Time
Periad = From July, 1946 0 31 August

1973,

Design < To distinguish Sarawak from
other British Crown Colonies,
the old Sarawak state lag was
restored but a vellow crown i
the centre of the cross was added
to signily it as a Britsh Crown
Colony,

Adopted: By the Britsh Authoriny when
Sarawik became a British Crown
Colony.

Remarks: The five pointed triangles on the
crown signified  the  five
divisions  of  Sarawak. The
Colonial Flag was tlown for a
period of 17 vears when Sarawak
became a Brinsh colony from
L7.1946  ull 1691963, Tt

irawak

continned to be flown i 8

for almost anothier 10 vears alter
Sarawak achieved her
independence within Malavsia. Tt
was finally replaced by the
Frisakti Flag on 31814

The Trivakti Flag

e from 31 August 1975 1 30 Augaist 1985

(9)  The Trisakti

Period

Design

Adopted

Remarks

S From 31 August 1973 o

30 August 19
The flag consisted of a blue
trangle with red colour formed
the top halt of the field and with
white color tormed the bottom
bt of the field.

By the State Government under
YAB Tun Datak Patinggi Haji
Abdul Rahman Ya'kub when he
wias the Chiel Minister of
Sarawak trom 7 July 1970 10
26 March 1981

Ihe blue triangle in the flag
signifies a united people of
Sarawak pursuing the national
aspirations. The op halt of the
field i red represents coutage
and determination whereas the
botom halt of the field in white
represents honesty and purity. It
was hoisted at midnight on 31
August 1973 by the Chicf
Minister himselt on the occasion

ol the State 10th Anniversary of
Independence within Malusia.



(10) The Present Sarawak Flag

Period From 31 August 1988 uniil
today,

Design = A nine pointed vellow star on
black and red diagonal strips
with vellow field

Adopted: By the State Government of
Sarawak under the  Chiel
Ministership of YAB Daruk
Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji
Abdul Taib Mahmud.

Remarks: Yellow donates the supremacy of
Law and Order, unity and
stability in diversity. The yellow
nine pointed star denotes the
nine divisions where the Rakyat
live in harmony. The star symbol
also embodies the aspiration of
the people of Sarawak in their
quest to improve their quality of
life.

Red symbolises the courage,
determination and sacrifices of
the Rakyat in their tireless
pursuit to att and maintain
wd esteem in the
ing a model State.
Black symbolises the rich nawral

progress
course of cr

resources and wealth of S
such as petroleum, timber etc.
which provide the foundation

for the advancement of her
people.

It was hoisted at State Stadium,
Kuching on 31 8.1988 by Ketua
Menteri Sarawak, YAB Datuk
Patinggi Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib
Mahmud on the occasion of the
State  25th Anniversary of
Independence within Malaysia.

The present Sarawak Hag




Yang s Pertica Negen, Tun
Datub Patinggn Hapt Abmad
Zudy Adruce vreerved the new

State colowrs from ¥ A B
Mentens Sarik

w.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PRESENT FLAG

On 2881
was held at the State Indoor Stadium

_a grand historical ceremon

(Stadivm Perpaduan) at Petra Jaya,
Kuching to mark the official handing over
of the new state colours to the Yang
Di-Pertua Negeri, Tun Datuk Patinggi Haji
Ahmad Zaidi Adruce Mubammed Noor

I'he three state colours are vellow, red and
black. The vellow colour was presented by
the former Yang Di-Pertua Negeri, Tun
Datuk Patinggi Abang Haji Muhammad
Salahuddin,  the  black
Temenggong Datuk Monte
colour by Datuk Chia Chin Shin 1o Yang
Di-Pertua Negeri, Tun Datuk Patunggi Haji
Ahmad Zaidi Adruce Muhammed Noor in
the midst of the beating of Gongs, Hadrah

colour by
rai and the red

and other musical instruments from the
various cultural groups in the State and
witnessed by thousands of Sarawakians

The presentation of State
colours seemed to be a
repetition when Sir Charles
Brooke accepted the black
colour to replace the blue

colour of the then Sarawak
Flag introduced by Sir
James Brooke on 3.8.1868.
Tun  Datuk wnggi
Abang Haji Muhammad
Salahuddin was obviously

representing the Malay

Melanau

community,
Datuk
Montegrai was representing
the  Dayak  community
whercas Datuk Chia Chin
Shin was representing the

Chinese  community in
Sarawak.

Speaking at the handing-over ceremony,
Ketua Menteri Sarawak, YAB Datok
Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji Abdul Taib
Mahmud
composition of the new State Flag as a

described  the  colour
manifestation of the desire and the ideas
of the people of Sarawak. Besides
explaining the  meamngs of the new State
colours, he said that the combimaton of
black and red colours, which culminated
into a “shicld” divergently put across, was a
reflection of the people’s desire 1o defend
their ideology, aspiration and the state of
Sarawak in general whole-heartedhy

On 31.8.1988 at State Stadium in Petra
Java, Kuching. the new State Flag was
hoisted by Ketua Menteri Sarawak. YAB
Datuk Patinggi (Dr.) Haji Abdul Taib



V.

Mahmud which was witnessed by more
than 15,000 spectators in the rain.

CONCLUSION
The world of flags is constantly changing.
The change of name from Congo to Zaire
in Africa and the transition from a
Ministerial to a Presidential regime in Sti
Lanka have all been the occasion for
national flag design. Since

changes of the
the old Sarawak Flag which was used
between 31.8.1973 10 30.8.1988 resembled
the flag of the Philippines and
Czechoslovakia, itis appropriate that it be
changed to a flag which is different from
others but acceptable by the people of

Sarawak Flag belongs to the State of
Sarawak and it is the ‘Pusaka’ or property
of all Sarawakians. Even before the official
use of the new Sarawak Flag on 31.8.1988,
the people of Sarawak, irrespective of rich
or poor, had already feli that the flag
belonged to them and they expressed it by
flying it well before 31.8.1988.

The new flag symbolises the new vision for
tomorrow and the new beginning of the
next phase of Sarawak. It is obvious that
the history of the State of Sarawak and the
people’s desire 1o defend their ideology
nings

are well written in the colourful me
ofits flag. Let us hope that the new flag will
be the last one to be flown and will
forever be flown on the land of
hombill - our beloved Sarawak

A historical chapter for
Sarawak when Y.AB. Ketua
Menteri Datuk Patinggi (Dr.)
Hayi Abdul Taib Mahmud
hoisted the new State Flag at
State Stadium in Petra faya,
Kuching on 31.8.1988.




The Statue of o big
cat at the entranee of
Pudungan Are

Kuching

INTRODUCTION

Kuching is the capital city of the State of
Sarawak in Malaysia. The scenic city is
situated along the bank of Sungai Sarawak
about 40 kilometres from the river mouth
Kuching is not only the administrative
centre but also the financial centre and the

gateway to Sarawak.

Kuching - the Cat City of Sarawak

Although the history of Sarawak goes back
40,000 vears to the carliest signs of man in
the famous Niah Cave in Miri Division,
there is very litle being written on Kuching
or Sarawak before the arrival of James
Brooke in 1839, Archacological and other
related work also showed that a smallscale
of barter trading prior to the ith Century
AD. in Bornco grew to a
large-scale traflic with both
China and Stam by the 12th and
13th Centuries and continued
into the next century.

Both the Srivijava Empire,
centred in Sumatra until the
13th Century and Majapahit - its
Javanese successor in the ith
and 15th Centuries - exerted a
strong influence on Sarawak.
Majapahit fell to the Muslim
States in the 1ath Century and
Sarawak became the southern
province of the  Brunei
Sultanate. At that time, the

name
appeared in some writien

rawak spelt as ‘Cernal’

sources

Pengiran Tengah Thnu Sultan
Muhamad Hassan, the second
son of the third Sultan of
Brunei was sent over and
became the first Sultan of
Sarawak. Sultan Pengiran
Tengah founded the first capital
wawak at Santubong in




ilan of Brunei in the
carly 19th century, he shifted the
administration  headquarters  from
Santubong to Lidah Ta

be Datu Patinggi by &

place at the confluence of §
Kiri and Sungai Sarawak Kanan in Upper
Sarawak. Hence, Lidah Tanah became the
second capital of Sarawak.

According to the history of Brunei
Darussalam. around the vear 1820 Sultan
Muhammad Kanzul Alam summoned
Pengiran Mohd. Salleh who staved in

Sambas to return to Brunei and conferred

on him the title of Pengiran Indera
Mahkota. Seven years later, he was sent to
Sarawak as the Governor of Sarawak
representing the Sultan of Brunei. It was
Pengiran Indera Mahkota who founded
Kuching at Sungai Kuching to be the third
capital of Sarawak in 1827. On 15.8.1839,
when James Brooke visited Kuching with
his ship "Royalist”, the present Kuching was
only a very tiny settlement. The Rajah
Muda’s house on the left bank was
surrounded by small Malay villages and a
cemetery of graves marked by carved
ironwood monuments. On the opposite
side of the river there was a row of Chinese

Kuching 1839, with
Gunung Serapi in the
background.




Kuching in 1840

Kuching n 1920

Kuching n 1988
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shophouses built by the side of a marshy
road and more Malay villages extending
along the river bank above them. There
were about 600-800 people, most of whom
were Malay nobles from Br i and a few
Chinese traders. However, a big fire

occurred in Kuching on 20.1.1844 and
destroyed most of the shophouses. In 1847,
the population of Kuching was reported to
be 8,000

On 1 August 1988 when Kuching was
officially inaugurated as a city, Kuching was
e of a big
cat was erected at Pady reaand a Cat
Gallery was set up at Dewan Tun Abdul
Razak Building. The question now remains
as to whether "Kuching” really means

also known as Cat City. The s

“Can"?

HOW KUCHING DERIVES HER

NAME

There are many versions as to how Kuching
gets her name.

VERSION NO.1

An oral tradition has it that when James
Brooke travelled up Sungai Sarawak with a
local Malay guide in 1841, he saw an
animal jumping along the bank of Sungai
Sarawak. Out of curiosity, he asked the
Malay guide what it was. The guide replied.
“Itu Kuching”. Then James Brooke named
the place “"Kuching™.

VERSION NO.2
In 1839 James Brooke referred to the
present Kuching City as "Kuchin® which
might suggest the old word “Cachin” o1
portas in India or Indochina.



(3)
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VERSION NO.3
Another version is that Kuching
probably derives her name from being a
wild cat's haunt within the vicinity of Bukit
Mata Kuching a long time ago.

VERSION NO.4

A Chinese story reveals that Kuching which
means Old Well (4 4 ) in Chinese
Mandarin is actually named after some old
wells found in the vicinity of Sungai
Kuching. One old well was found within
the compound of St. Mary's School and the
other one was located at the end of Upper
China Sureet but both wells had been filled
up due 1o the road construction in the

areas

VERSION NO.5
Some people suggest that Kuching is
named after a small river known as Sungai
Kuching which used 1o run in front of Tua
Pek Kong Temple at the junction of Jalan
Tunku Abdul Rahman (formerly known as
Thomson Road) and Jalan Padungan

VERSION NO.6

Others believe that Kuching is named after
the “Mata Kuching” fruit. Sungai Kuching
was in the vicinity of Bukit Mata Kuching
which was weming with a type of local fruit
called "Buah Mata Kuching (Nephelium
Malarense).

{ENTS TO THE

VERSIONS

VERSION NO.1

Cats have been in existence for at least a
few thousand years in the world including
the homeland of James Brooke - England.
James Brooke should have seen a cat

before and, therefore, the cat was not a
strange animal to him.

Another point is that local Sarawak Malays
do not call a cat "Kuching” but “Pus
There is a rural town in Sti Aman Division

which is known as Pusa. "Pusa” is the term
used locally to mean cat but not “Kuching".

VERSION NO.2
Before James Brooke became the first
White Rajah in 1841, the place was known

“Wild cats"along Sungai
Sarawak.

Jalan China Hulu, Kuching,
In Chinese it is known as
“Byg Well Street™ ( F IR )




(3

)

The exaet lcation of Sungu
Kurhenyg along Kuching
Waterfront.

kit Musta Kuschingg Road

as "Ruching” but James Brooke changed it
when Kuching was officially
handed over to him by Pengiran Muda
Hashim on 24.9.1841.

VERSION NO.3

Even if the area surrounding Bukit Mata
Kuching was a wild cat’s haunt, it would
not be known as “Kuching” but possibly
“Pusa” or "Pusa Hutan",

H'RSI()’\'A()4
3 '|u hin "Old - Well”
(4 4F ) in Chinese Mandarin but evidence

may mean

JALAN BUKIT MATA KUCHING
KUCH!

POSKOD 93100
LI 8

(5)

6)

showed that it was the natives of Sarawak
(Malay and Bidayuh) who staved in the
vicinity of Kuching first. The Chinese
traders came in much I
Therefore, there is no historical data to
support the belief that Kuching is named

very er

atter an old well.

To name a town after a Sungai (river) is
very common in Sarawak. Sarikei is named
after Sungai Sarikei while Kapit gets her
name from a river at the downeriver of the
town, Serian derives her name because

Suny an flows at the side of the town

whereas Limbang is so called because of
Sungai Limbang.

Sungai Kuching was found running in
tront of Tua Pek Kong Temple but due o
the construction of the road now known as
Temple Street and the expansion of the
town, the river was filled up sometime in
1928 and. hence, had disappeared from
the map of Ruching

VERSION NO.6

Kuching may derive her name from the
local truit known as "Mata Kuching”
(Nephelium Malarense) which was found
aplenty at Bukit Mata Kuching. At least. the
name Mata Kuching is still being used for
Bukit Mata Kuching and a road within the
vicinity is known as Jalan Bukit Mata
Kuching

ANALYSIS OF THE VERSIONS
In actual fact, Kuching was so called during
the Brunei rule and before the arrival of

James Brooke. This could be proven in



KUCHING 1890

) Connt House - 1874 (i

2
Z
&

(Z) Indian Masque - IN76

7) Sarawak Club- 1876

() Residency

) New Bormeo Capromises 1877 S.P.G. Mission new Boy's School - 1886
) Prison - 1877 ) R C. Convent - 1886

() Forta Pankalan Bata - 1879 18) Ewe Hai Street - 1886

) Fort Margherita - 1879 (9 5. P.G. Girls School - 1887

(5) Malay Mosque, rebuilt about 1880 @) Randstand on Espianade

R C Mission - 1881 21) Rajah’s Arms Hotel

(1) New Hospital - 1882 Gambier Rd, built between 1878 & 1894

@3 Carpenter Strcet Temple - 1889




KUCHING 1917

(1) Museum - 1591
(2) Thompson Road - 1§91
(3) R Chapel - 1891

(¥) Wayang Theatre - 1591
(5) Curator's House - 1892

) Sarawah Club. rebuilt - 1893
(@) Rest House - 1§93

(8) Orchid House - 1894
(9) New R Mission School - 1§94
({0) New Blacksmithy's Houses -1594
(I) Ewe Hai St Temple - 1893
({2) First Ladies Club - 1596

(i) Sarawak Umian Club - 1809

(@ Khoo Hun Yeang St- 1901 - 1902
(i) Government Lay School - 1902
(1) Bukit Mata - 1903

(7 Pavition 1907 - 1909

(19 Carators Office - 1907

(19 Second Ladies Club - 1905

@) Dry Dock - 1908 - 1911

(21) Kimark. new Sarawak Club - 1911
@) Chinese Court-1911-1912

23) Hokkicn Free School - 1911
@) SPG. Headmaster's House



James Brooke's private
letter to his mother on
14.9.01841.  James
Brooke used the word
“Kuchin” with a note

stating that "Kuchin”
was the native name of

Sarawak. However, in

another letter
addressed  to his
mother dated
184
Kuchin” was dropped

. the word

and only Sarawak was
used.

On 1281872, during
the Supreme Council

meeting, the second
Rajah of Sarawak,
Brooke
reverted to the name

Charles

wrawak” in place of "Kuching” because
he wanted to detine the township of
Sarawak by a more positive appellation. At
that time,
the capital as well as the territory of
Sarawak. From then onwards, Kuching was
the name of the town and the name of

Sarawak was both the name of

Sarawak was used when it was used to
represent the whole territory, (Sarawak
Gazette No. 47 dated 16.8.187!

refers).

The discovery of 280 picces of old coins
backdated to the 16th Century at the
former Rex Theatre demolition site at

Temple Street Kuching in 194

was
another concrete proof of the existing of
Sungai Kuching and an inland wharf in the
area before the river was filled up for road
construcuon

likely
Kuching was

amed

the olden Therefor
not mean "cat” but rather derived from the
name of the river Kuching or the local fruit
known as "Mata Kuchin,

KUCHING CITY STATUS IN 1988

1 August 1988 was a historical day for
Kuching; it was the day when Kuching
became a city. It has an area of 69 square
kilometres with a mult | population of
300,000.

aca

Kuching has a unique and effective
administration because the city is divided

Cat statur along Jalan
Tunku Abdul Rahman,
Kuching




“Thas cat 13 beautifud and
id Datuk Haps

Simgapue Cats from
Simgapore om 3.7 1991

v

into two parts. Kuching City North iy

administered by a Commissioner known as
Datuk Bandar and Kuching City South by a
Mayor. For record purpose, Datu Dr.
Yusoff bin Haji Hanifah was appointed as
the first Datuk Bandar of Kuching City
North while Y.B. Datuk Song Swee Guan as
the first Mayor of Kuching City South

SINGAPORE CATS IN KUCHIN
Kuching as a ‘Cat City' had drawn an
attention from our neighbouring Lion City
of Singapore. On 31.7.1991, Encik Othman
Wok of Singapore Tourist Promotion

Board, Singapore donated 3 sculptured
procelain Singapore cats as an additional
collection to Cat Gallery in Sarawak
The with
short-furred in

cats
different

Museum. Singapore

wide-cyed,

postures were unveiled at a simple

handing-over ceremony in the Sq
cretary

Muscum by the then Permanent
of the Ministry of Social Development,
Datuk Haji Taha Aritfin,

The
Singapore
contribution to Sarawak’s Cat Gallery

museum-quality, hand-painted

cats are an  important

which houses what is possibly the biggest
collection of cat figurines, illustrations,

ptian

fiterature and even a mummified E
cat. The Cat
extension of the Sarawak Museum and it
temporarily housed in Tun Abdul Razak
Building. It had a total of 1,632 items of
cats related exhibits collected throughout
ollection was
).000.00.

Gallery which was an

the world and the who

acquired at a cost of RN
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A cat Museum is housed within Kuching
North City Hall Building at Bukit Siol,
Petra Jaya, Kuching since 1993, It has a
reference library
room where movies and video tapes on

and an audiowisual

the cat family are shown. During the
acceptance speech of the Singapore cats,
Datuk Haji Taha Ariffin wished that the
new cat museum could enter the Guiness
Book of Records as the first museum of
this Kind in the world.

LARGER KUCHING CITY

In November 1991, when the Dewan
Undangan Negri Sarawak unanimously
passed the Kuching CGity and Kuching
Rural District Council (Alternation of
Boundaries) Bill. the area of Kuching
City has increased tremendously. The
arca under Kuching City North has
increased from 53 square kilometres to
E3L01 square Kilometres and the area
under Kuching City South from 16

square kilometres (o 7

square
kilometres.

Kuching City has grown bigger literally
since attaining the city status in 1988,
e YAB Chiel Minister of
Sarawak, Dawk Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.)
Haji Abdul  Taib Mahmud in
dividing  the
administrations becomes apparent and

wisdom of

bin
City  under  two
in line with his policy on “Politics of
With
13954 square kilometres, Kuching City
¢ kilometres,

Development” an addition  of

hasan area of 508.54 squ

By having two administrations, it is
possible to extend the municipal service
ol the the

city administrations to

Kuching Cuty today (8.4.199%)

The yolden triangie along Tunhu Abdul Rahman Road, Kuching,




Kuching City Map 1988
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formerly sub-urbans such as Santubong, Bako,
Tabuan, Stampin and Airport areas. With the
simultancous updating of facilities of these
areas, the City as a whole will be more
complete with more public amenities so that
more people will get the benefit.

CONCLUSION

Ruching is relatively a new city but it shows the
promisc of a geat metropolis. The present
¢ Government is determined to make
Ruching City a Garden City in the year 2020,
The population of Kuching City does not mind
whether "Kuching” means “cat” or “Kuching
River” or "Mata Kuching” fruit as long as the
name "Kuching” brings prosperity and speedy
development to the new born city. From a
small settlement which the Sultan of Brunei
cars ago, Kuching
age into a city, Now
g conferred on

gave w0 James Brooke
has really grown from a v
with the city status be

Kuching, it is up 1o the Government, the City
administrations and the people of Kuching in
general 1o develop it in order to fulfill the
ies of a city. Nine

requirements

vears after becoming a city, Kuching
declared as one of the best cities to live in
among the major Asian capitals. Based on the
survey conducted by Asiaweek magazine in
November 1997, Kuching City ranked the 21st
best city out of 40 cities selected in Asia.

The people of Sarawak call the cat with
various names but mostly with a strong hint of
the sound it makes. The Iban call the cat
‘Mayau', the Chinese name it as ‘Mao’, the
Melanau ‘Ngaw', the Kenyah ‘Miew' whereas
the local Malays call it ‘Pusa’. However, in th

minds of the Sa it has become a
at” even though

“Kuching” may not mean "cat”. Nevertheless, the
lovely and helpful animal - cat - is not only a
houschold pet among Malaysians but it has become
the symbol of Kuching City.

! St
Cat statue alomg Jalan Padungan, Kuching,
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EROES OF SARAWAK

Heroes" Monument at Museum Garden, Kuching

Hervoer' Monument in the
Museum Gasden, Kuching

INTRODUCTION

A monument, normally in the form of a
pillar with a pyramidal top is built to
commemorate a ion’s heroes or to
honour soldiers killed or other people who
died in defending their country.

As far as the State of Sarawak is
concerned, two war memorials were built
and a third memorial which is known as
Heroes' Monument (Tugu Pahlawan) was
being built at the Museum Garden,
Ruching. On 29 November 1990, it was
indeed a historical and memorable day for
Sarawak; it was the day when the first Prime
Minister of Ma ia, Yang Amat Mulia
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj

1L

officiated at the foundation stone laying
for the Heroes' Monument at the Museum
Garden, Kuching.

THE FIRST WAR MEMORIAL
MONUMENT

The first War Memorial Monument was
built near the roundabout of Jalan
Padungan, Kuching in 1951, It was built in
de on 1o those who died during the
Japanese Occupation of Sarawak from 24
December 1941 to 11 September 1945. At
that time Sarawak was still a colony under
the British Rule and, therefore, the
Memorial Monument was declared open
by the first British Governor, Sir Charles
Arden-Clarke on 11 November 1951.




The Monument had a square concrete
base with a clock fixed on the top portion
of the Monument. Four copper plates with
wordings in English, Jawi/Malay, Iban and
Chinese were affixed to the lower portion
of the Monument.

THE SECOND WAR MEMORIAL
MONUMENT

Since the first War Memorial Monument
was situated in the middle of two roads of
Padungan, it caused a lot of wraffic
congestion and inconvenience whenever a
ceremony was held there. The second War
Memorial Monument was built at the
southern end of the Central Padang (now
it is known as Padang Merdeka), Kuching
where it was not subject to any traffic

disturbance. Its shape changed from a
pillar to a curved wall. The four copper
plates from the first War Memorial
Monument were removed and fixed on the
wall of the
Monument. It was declared open by the
fourth British Governor, Sir Alexander
Waddell on 12 November 1961

second W, Memorial

After the confrontation with
the Republic of Indonesia and
when peace was restored, four
new copper plates in four
languages were added into
the existing copper plates in
order to remember the
security forces and civilians
who died for the counuy in
between 1948 - 19

Thirty years passed and the

second  War  Memorial

Monument was dismantled to give way for
the construction of Merdeka Square at the
Central Padang of Kuching City. Now it is
called Padang Merdeka.

First War Mewmonial
Monument built at
Padungan Road in 1951,

Second War Mewonial
Monusment built in Central
Padang, Kuching in 1961.
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FOUNDATION STONE LAYING
CEREMONY OF THE HEROES'
MONUME
The foundation stone of the third War

Memaorial Monument, now known as the
Heroes' Monument was laid down by none
other than our beloved Bapa Malaysia and
the first Malaysian Prime Minister at the
Museum Garden, Kuching on 20 November
1990, Tt costs RM3.5 million. The wxt of his
speech is in Appendix A on page 71

It was the day when Sarawakians heard of
the dedication, patriotism and the highest
sense 1o duty and responsibility of the
nation’s most revered statesman and a great
hero himsell - Yang Amat Mulia Tunku

Abdul Rahman Pu
which were showered upon our Bapa
Malaysia came from our beloved Chief
Minister of Sarawik, Yang Amat Berhorma
Datuk Patinggi Tan Sti (Dr.) Haji Abdul
Taib Mahmud himself - the man who had
est respect as well as a long and

ALHaj. The accolades

the gre
close working relationship with the Tunku.

Speaking at the foundation stone laying
ceremony of the Heroes' Memorial
Monument at the Museum Garden,
Kuching. the Chief Minister said that the
new Heroes' Memorial Monument was in
fact mooted by Yang Amat Mulia Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj himself who
wanted 1o ensure that the struggles of




Sarawak’s nationalists were
not forgotten. He said,
“Tunku Abdul Rahman is a
person who will continue
carrying out his official
duties until his very last
breath.” The text of his
speech is in Appendix B on
page 72-75

Tunku flew in to Kuching
trom  Penang  on 28
November 1990, e made it
A point o travel all the way
from Peninsular Malavsia
across the South China Sea
to Sarawak, just to perform
ing
ceremony for the heroes of

the foundation stone

the nation. Satistied that he
had pertormed his last public
and meaningtul function, he
returned to Kuala Lumpur
on 30 November 1990, One
week later, on 6 December

1990, he passed away and
joined the heroes of the past.

Malavsians were also urged
o recognise and cherish the
noble struggle of our local
heroes who had sacrificed o
strive for justice and freedom
during the Brooke regime,
Japanese Occupation and
the Colonial Era. Malaysians
should change their atitude
and views of their local
heroes and warriors who
were despised by the
Colonial masters, In the

YAM Tunku Abdul
Rahwan Putra Al-Haj (in
the centre) together with YAB
Ketua Menters Sarawak and
Datuk Amar Puan Sri
Hajah Laila Taib on both
sides of Tunku (Photo
taken on 29.11.19%0)

The laying of Foundation
stome cerewony on
29.11.19%0 by YAM
Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra AtHay,



olden days, those warriors and heroes were should be recognised and respected not
branded as rebels during the Brooke only by the Sarawakians but by all

Regime
therefore timely for the people of Sar

and colonial period. It was Malaysians!
ak

10 get the historical facts right and look at

the history from the point of view of V. THESTRUCTURE OF THE NEW

Sarawakians and not from the colonial HEROES' MEMORIAL MONU! T
masters. Most of the history books were I'he conceptual design of the new Heroes'
written by the colos scholars and officers Memorial Monument has the traditional art
who gave the wrong impression of our motifs of the main communities in Sarawak
heroes. The roles played by the local heroes incorporated into the building structure. It
such as Apai Rentap, Sherip Masahor and symbolises the harmonious unity and well-
Liu Shanbang who resisted the rule of the being existence among the different races
Brooke regime and Rosli Dhoby who of Sarawak inspite of their diverse
refused to be ruled by the  colonial masters backgrounds,

Tuan Yang Terutama
Yang Dh Potua Negen
Savazeak Tun Datuk
Patingga b ) 4y, Ahowssd
di Adruce bin

Muhammed Nooe declared
open Heroes' Momument at




T'he main concept of the munun.\l is
adapted from the traditional bu
which e

wombs the remains of the
aristocrats, leaders and heroes of the
Melanau and Orang Ulu communities. The
pole is decorated with motifs from other

communities to show the highest respect
for the local heroes.

The base of the memorial pole is
supported by seven columns in the shape
of Chinese cups in which are placed an
assortment of weapons such as Malay Kris,
Bidavuh swords, Parang Hang(warrior's

sword) and spears.

In his speech during the laying of
foundation stone of the new Heroes'
Monument on 29 November 1990, the
Minister in the Chicl Minister's Office,
ang Berhormat Dawk Dr. G han
Hong Nam said,

“The assortment of weapons symbolise the
different roles plaved by the various
communities of Sarawak in defence of the
State; the column base with seven shield
motifs represents the seven m

in
communitics in Sarawak. This represents
k 10
protect the sovereignty and dignity of the

the willingness of the peaple of Sar

country. The crown ol the memorial
symbolises the sovercigniy of the country
headed by the Yang di-Pertua Agong. The
majestic structure depicts the ultimate
show of respect Sarawakians' wish to
display in memory of their fallen heroes.
They were the sources of inspiration for
the present

nd coming generation to

emulate.

The author was
given the honour
to read the history
of our heroes
during the official
opening of
Herves'
Monument on
27.7.1993




Heroes Monument at
Saraswak Mucseum Carden

VI

CONCLUSION
We fully endorse the views
expressed by the Chiel
Minister of Sarawak. Yang
Amat Berhormat Datuk
Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.)
Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud
in his speech ar the

launching of Foundation
Stone Laying Ceremony
of  Heroes' Memorial
Monument that we must
recognise and respect om
heroes, who in the eves of
the Brooke regime and
the Colonial masters were
rebels, There is a great
need for Sarawakians and
Malavsians to rewrite the
history of Savawak and
Malavsia as a whole.

A new Heroes” Monument
in honour of our past
heroes in the midst of the
Muscenm Garden,
Kuching is a right and
honourable site. Although
we o may spend  a
considerable  sum  of
money o erect a multi-
cultural Heroes'” Memorial
Monument, i is
worthwhile  when  we
consider our heroes who
had sacrificed their lives
in order to defend our
people and our - country
We take off our hats 1o
salute vou - owr fallen

heroes!



Appendix A

The speech of Yang Amat Mulia Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj during the
laying of foundation stone of Heroes' Monument at Sarawak Museum Garden on

29 Novemberl990.

Saya ucapkan berbanyak-banyak
tervma kasik kepada Tuan-tuan
dan  Puan-puan syang telah
menyambut saya pada hari ini.
Han ini bagi pihak saya hari yang
hersejarah, havi yang megah di
dulam berbanyak hidup saya tidak
ada han lebih sesuar danipada hari
o dalam ladup sava tetap kita
mestt ingat negeri kita adalah

sebual negen yang keadaannya
ada sejavah, sebuah negert yang
diperhamba-hambakan oleh orang
bangsa lain yang memerintah
negen it yang mewjadi raja dalam
segent ine. Tiba-tiba bangunlah
twpuh orang pahlawan yang
menyerahkan  divinya, men
gorbankan divinya bagt mereka
membela anak-anak Melayu nak
terpelihara bangsanya rasanya
diliina. siapa juga vang datang
et mewerstaly negert ini. siapa piga sang lalu lintas
negert s

Kita tdak ada satu perkataan wntuwk ‘deseribe’ keadaan
kita ddi nogers i, siapakah nak membela kita mi? Raja
raja frun orang putih, semua orang memerintah di sini
adalah orang putih, siapa juga yang datang wlah tuan,
siapa juga yang lalu-lintas pun tuan, nampaknya kit
s arang yang menghinakan

Inilah orang-ovang vang telah membangun dan
mengisyisharkan bangsanya bangsa yang mevdeka, ina
orangnya seperts Rosly Dhoby, Awang Ramli, Bujang
Suntong, Morshidi bin Sidek dan yang lain di
penjara.dua orang daripada mereka itu dibukun
gantung sampai mati. Kalaw ikut undang-undang
mercka i tidak Seharusnya digantung tetapi digantung
tunpa dibicarakan dan ditanam di penjara, tempat

worang lahan, h inilah
orang kita di dalam sejarah Tanah Melayu tidak ada

siapapun sangguf membalas jasa
baik mereka itu, tidak ada
sesiapapun peduli samada mereka
ini hidup atau mati asalkan aku
hidup dengan senang dan mewah,
asalkan aku dapat nama yang
megah, nama yang baik. Inilah
yang sehabnya saya bangkit kerana
pada waktu itu saya menjadi DPP,
saya tidak sanggup tengok orang-
orang saya  dianiayai seperti ini.
Adakah  patut  orang yang
mengorhankan nyawa dan dirinya
ditanam dan dikubur, tidak
tergamak saya tengok kerana
membela bangsanya. Saya pergi
berjumpa Datu Onn. Saya kata
tidak elok dibiar, kita mestilah
membela orang orang ini tidak kira
apapun kita bela jadi dia
sambutlah. Athamdulilah, saya
vasa syukur pada hidrat Allak
vang orang-orang ini semua terlepas dari hukum
gantung. Semasa ttu pula jadi macam satu kejadian
sang telah menghina bangsa Melayu yang tidak permah
dibela, pada masa itu tujuh orang akan dihukum
gantung, jadi saya pun jumpa Datw Onn saya kata hal
i adalah sangat memalukan orang Melayu. Macam

mana boleh gantung orang-arang ini mereka ambil
budak Melayu yang berugama Islam diberi masuk
Kristian? Suya rasa perkara ini tidak baik orang yang
telah menpads Islam tiba-tiba menjadi Kristian, soalnya
bukan anti-kerajaan tetaps orang Melayu yang telah
lama berugama Islam, orang Melayu Islam bukannya
anti-Kristian. ltulah yang menimbulkan pergaduhan
yang besar. Dalam sejarah Tanah Malaysia, inilah
pertama kali saya membanghitkan hal perasaan
kebangsaan, perkara kemerdekaan. Persoalan anak-anak
Melayu yang membela bangsanya, apa yang dibuat
masa itu 1alah kehidupan bagi bangsa Melayu, maka
dengan itu saya berharap kita benilah mercka sambutan
peringatan kepada pahlawan kita. Merdeka!”



Appendix B

The speech of Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji Abdul
Taib Mahmud, the Chief Minister of Sarawak during the official opening of
Heroes' Monument at Sarawak Museum Garden on 27  July 1993.

"Bismillah  hir  rahman  nir  rahim,
assalamulaikum warah
matullahi wabara katuh.
Tuan Yang Terutama Yang
di-Pertua Negeri Sarawak,
Tun Datuk Patinggi Haji
Ahmad Zaidi Adruce bin
Mohammed Noor serta
Yang Berbahagia Datuk
Patinggi Hajah
Rosmiayati. Bagi pikak
rakyal negeri Sarawak,
izinkanlah saya meng-
ucapkan setinggi-tinggi
terima kasih kepada Tun
dan Toh Puan kerana sudi
melapangkan masa untuk
menghadiri upacara yang
sangal penting dan berscjarah ini. Kalau adalah
orang yang benar-benar layak untuk mevasmikan
tugu pahlawan kita pada hari ini, saya fikir
Tunlah orangnya. Ini bukan kerana Tun
merupakan seorang yang dipertua, Ketua Negeri
Sarawak tetapi lebih lagi, Tun mempunyai
semangatl kebangsaan yang sama nilainya
dengan semangat yang didukung oleh beberapa
pahlawan kita yang ingin hendak melihat negara
dan negeri kita, Sarawak ini, merdeka dan
mempunyai maruah yang tinggi, makmur dan
bersatu padu pada masa Tun lagi muda dahulu.
Tun telahpun menunjukkan bagaimana
ketekunan Tun untuk menuntut maruah negeri
kita Sarawak ini. Sebagai seorang ‘graduate’

M.A. yang pertama dari negeri Sarawak, Tun
tidak mementingkan
diri dengan kelebihan
Tun. Maklum pada
masa itu kalau dinilai
betul-betul tak banyak
orang  balik  dari
untversiti, sebaliknya
Tun  cuba  untuk
menunjukkan
bagaimana kehormatan
yang benar-benar
bermakna ialah untuk
menghidupkan
semangat perjuangan
supaya negeri kita ini
benar-benar dapat maju
berdini atas kaki sendiri
dan mempunyai maruah yang tinggi. Oleh
sebab itu, Tun telah mevantaw di telok pesuk
negeri ini cuba dengan sedaya upaya yang
terbatas pada masa itu dan dalam keadaan
yang serba tidak digalakkan menyedarkan
semangat kemerdekaan di kalangan semua
kawm, khasnya kawm bumiputera dalam tahun
50an. Sebagai Datuk Bandar di Kuching fun
juga  menunjukkan  bagaimana nak
menjalankan kerja sebagai anak Sarawak yang
tulen dan bukan hanya menjalankan tugas di
bawah arahan perintah penjajahan pada masa
itu. Saya tidak hairan kalaw memandang ke
belakang bahawa Tun mempunyai sikap yang

demikian kerana seorang daripada pahlawan



kita hari ini, Sherip Masahor, saya bercakap ini
adalah nenek moyang Tun kita sendiri. Sherip

Masahor telah pun yjukk g
keberanian yang boleh dipuji. Allahyarham
lahpun dapat jukk gat benar-

benar kepada rakyat Sarawak yang sebenar
pada masa itu apabila beliau dapat bersama-
sama dengan Rentap menunjukkan bahawa
anak Sarawak tidak boleh dibelenggukan oleh
penjajahan tetapi pada masa itu, keris tidak
boleh melawan meriam, tombok tak boleh
melawan mesin gun, perahu kecil tak boleh
lawan gunboat. Oleh sebab itu, maka
memanglah dapal diramalkan, segala
perjuangan untuk menolak kuasa-kuasa
penjajahan pada zaman itu tentu akan gagal
bagi mana-mana negara pun di rantau ini.
Oleh sebab itu kita tahu perjuangannya akan
meminta pengorbanan, banyak orang terkorban
dan gugur.

Allahyarham Sherip Masahor dibuang negeri
takut menjadi pengaruh yang boleh
menanamkan  benih-benih  semangat
kemerdekaan lagi tetapi perjuangan Sherip
Masahor tidaklah sia-sia seperti perjuangan
orang-orang sebelum beliau dan orang-orang
selepas beliau. Perjuangan untuk menuntut
negeri sendini tidak akan dapat dihapuskan.
Lambat laun ia akan cuba untuk berkekalan
menyala, mulai kita daripada Datu Merpati
Jepang, Sherip Masahor, Rentap, Sawing, Liu
Shanbang, Pehin Setia Raja, Datu Patinggi Ali

dan Rosli Dhoby. Sampai ke Rosli Dhoby
tidaklah dapat nampak semangat
kebangsaan dipadam. Oleh sebab itu, pada
hari ini semasa kita merayakan jubli
mutiara ataupun tahun ke-30 bagi
Sarawak merdeka kembali dan menjadi
anggota kita Malaysia, kita cuba untuk
menegakkan peribadi rakyat yang tulen
benar-benar dengan peribadi rakyat yang
pernah dan lama merdeka. Kita cuba untuk
mendirikan identiti kita sendiri dan proses
ini bukanlah proses yang dapat berjaya bila
sahaja kita mengisytiharkan merdeka pada
31 Ogos adalah satu perjuangan untuk
mengubah corak pemikiran rakyat kita
sendiri daripada segala pengaruh demiki
lama yang telahpun disebarkan oleh pihak
penjajah.

There is more to colonialism than just the
administration from the secretariat. It is the
way of thinking that sometimes is harder to
remove from our meets than just the handful
of expatriates who give orders around. Basic
ideas have been planted in our meets during
the colonial time which unconciously made
us sometimes feel that we in our oum culture
are inferior to what we see at the culture of a
superior race rules us during colonial days.
We have learned sometime to distrust each
other because of the difference of racial
origin, the colour of our skin and cast
difference of customs and religion.



Gradually those things which use to be taken for
granted as a feature of differences and variety in
eastern society become bones of contention during
colonial period so that many countries today even
after thewr independence still fighting against
cach other base on so-called belief of trying to see
that they get their own ways and that few people
are going to champion the few followers that they
have in their own society. The last thing that
previl in any situation after colonial period is the
conciousness to become one to be able to look into
differences as natural things never been any
complete uniformaty in our sociely yet when we
are doctrinated during colonial period to look at
things through western spectacles. We search for
uniformity rather than unity. We tried to apt
ideas that are put to us but never practised by
our colonial master. It is these influences that
underly a lot of problems to the newly
independent countries and that we have to
eradicate from our midst if we really want to
succeed mn building our nation. We have tried so
our intellectuals had began to take routes among
those people involve in public affairs have begun
to make meanings to them, how we have to build
new outlook but down the line the problem
remain i varying degrees. We have to re-accept
the common understanding of trying to be one
inspite of the differences that unity makes things
work an our midst and enable us to help our
nation to try that if we are really Sarawakians in
a prosperous Malaysian nation.

Today on our 30th anniversary we have to put
meaning into the various forms of struggle that
we are undertaken by the former heroes and
people have become martyrs for our cause for
freedom, safety, peace and harmony. Above all
Jor the ability to determine our destiny in
deepening with the aspiration of our people,
symbolically we have named eight, Datu Merpati
Jepang, Sherip Masahor, Panglima Rentap,
Sawing, Liu Shanbang, Pehin Setia Raja, Datu
Patinggi Ali dan Rosli Dhoby. But we want to
put meanings and complete meanings to all the
sacnifices and struggles of all these eight symbolic
heroes. We cannot help but say it is only complete
if we put the name of Tugu Pahlawan of the
nineth, it is Tunku who has made these dreams
realisable. It is Tunku that have made us all
able to revive all that valuable struggles of
[former heroes (o become the reality of our current
struggles to build a united, harmonious,
prosperous and happy Sarawak. It is Tunku who
guves me the courage, the inspirations to see that
Sarawak ought to have its own idea of how to
Jeel proud justifiedly but Tunkw is in turn
inspired by the young man in Sarawak called
Rosli Dhoby, the young man that was marked as
a criminal and hanged at an age at 17 when in
England they didin’t allow hanging below 18
years but Rosly Dhoby was asked to pay for the
death of the second colonial governor which he
did not die in vain and that is what we are
trying to say today. We are not going to allow all
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the sacrifices of people who dedicated their lives to
Sarawak, to our future and to our independence
to be in vain. We do not like Rentap or Sherif
Masahor or Pehin Setia Raja or Liu Shanbang
or Sawing to be forever remembered as the rival or
the 'Pemberontak’ of our country. From today
onwards, we must remember them as our heroes.
People who fight for us and we do not want Rosli
Dhoby to be remembered as a criminal. He was
an idealistic young man who thought he could
end the colonial rule by killing the Governor
much as I detached violence. It cannot hide the
Jact that the spirit motivated Rosli Dhoby to
ensure freedom for Sarawak must be a spirit that
we all share and would like to mature in our
futue history because of that therefore this “Tugu
Peringatan’ must be the symbol for us all to
rethink our history. No longer should we look at
our lustory in the eyes of colonialism or to yead
our history and swallow it wholly from books
written by peaple who elogise the greatness of
British empire. We, today, are an independent
nation and history got to be rewritten in the light

group should be regarded as heroes and because
of that to do justice to the memory of Tunku, I
would like him to be with the other eight heroes of
Sarawak and the other martyrs and people who
have sacrificed their lives to fight terrorists and
other threats to our country at this "Tugu
Peringatan'. I therefore like to say here that when
we unveil the heroes monument today it is time
Jor us to install Tunku's statue and his posture
of declaring Merdeka as the nineth her that is
also our own because | know Tunku loves
Sarawak very much. When he was the Prime
Minuster, he tried his best to come to Sarawak
regularly, even to the longhouses which was then
difficult to gain access. To the height of his best
love which can be seen when just after a few days
he passed away, he defied doctors' order from
Penang Hospital and came to Sarawak forcing
himself to sit up on a wheel chair to perform the
ground breaking ceremony for the national
heroes. Such love cannot be neglected but be
rewarded and be remembered by all Sarawakians
by giving Tunku a place in our heart as

of our own inlerest, in the intevest of Sarawak,
the spirit of people who like to build Sarawak
and the intention of us all to build a free
Sarawak and keep it free, prosperous and happy.
Of course Tunku never included himself as one
of the heroes in Sarawak, he asked me to build
the "Tugu' to commemorate all the heroes. He
named to me a few of the heroes, but I think

Tunku assumility purposely leave himself out a

bolised in Tugu Pering . Because of that,
therefore, it is my pleasure today to handover a
statue of Tunku to Datuk Bandar to be installed
in our "Tugu Peringatan’ together. Now it is a
Tun Datuk
Patinggi Haji Ahmad Zaidi to officiate the

great pleasure for me to call T

ceremony and | know the man will do it to the
spirit and heart that signifies the struggling
heroes that we have honoured today. "
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Datu Merpati Jepang
- Malay Hero of the Early Sarawak

O maafeof Searsseh
shming the locastion of
Santubong and Lanpung

INTRODUCTION

According to the reconstructed genealogy of
the late Datu Temenggong Abang Kipali.
sometime in the Fth century, the parents of
Datu Merpati Jepang and their followers
came from Java and first landed near
Pontianak in Kalimantan, Indonesia. There
he first assumed the title "Data Merpati®,
From there he moved towards the eas d
north by way of the cape between Sambas

and Sarawak which thereby named the cape

as “Tanjung Daw” unul today. Then he went
eastward until he reached Santubong and
seutled down at Tanjung Sipang, the
castward extension of the Santubong peak.

In actual fact, when Sultan of Brunei took
over the control of Sarawak from Johore
Sultan in the 15th Century, Sarawak Malays
had already established their seulement in
Santubong (Sarawak), Saribas. Kal
Samarahan ar

Npang

Territery




. FAMILY BACKGROUND
Datu Merpati Raden Gusti married Datu
Permaisuri Datn Undi who migrated from
Johore. According to an oral tradition, Datu
Merpati Jepang was born in Tanjung Sipang
during the 14th century. He had two sisters

namely Dayang Puteri Bulan and Naga. The
father of Datu Merpati Jepang was
appointed to he the headman of the Malay
community in Sarawak by Abang Kuley and
Abang Adi (both of them were relatives and
leaders of the Malay community in the area

Attist Impmession of

Datu Merpats Jepang
standing on Batu Buaya with
Gunung Santubong at the
back
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at that time). Datu Merpati did not confine
himself in Santubong area alone, he even
travelled far into the interior of Sarawak and
reached Kampung Maw
district. Even until tods

s Taup in Serian
. the Bidayuhs there
believe that a stone now known as Datu

Merpati's stone was carved by him.

However, at his old age. Dat Merpati Raden
Gusti went o Tanjung Data where he died
and buried there. According w0 his own wish,
his grave is known as "Makam Keramat Datu
Berjulang”.

PERSONAL BACKGROUND

When Dat Merpati Jepang had grown up,
he fell in love with a Santubony lady by the
name of Dayvang Murdiah. She was the
daughter of Abang Adi. After the marriage,
his father handed over the dut of headman
to Datu Merpati Jepang

Datu Merpati Jepang had two sons namely
Pateh Mengadai and Patch Senghona. At the
later stage when the two sons wer

grown up.
Pateh Mengadai was appointed as Datu
Patinggi whercas Parch Senghona was given
the title of Dat Temenggong. Both titles
were being used in Sarawak until woday

Ihe genealogy of Datu Merpati Jepang is on
page 81 (Based on the oral tradition of the
Lute Datn Temenggong Abang Kipali of
Kuching)
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Genealogy of Datu Merpati Jepang

1. Datu Undi
Raja Jarom
of Johore
Abang Adi [[Daw Permaisuri . [Datu Merpati Raden Gusti)
of
Santubong,

-

Dayang |

Murdiah [

Dayang Putri Bulan |

Datu Temenggong
Pateh Sengkona

Datu Patinggi
Pateh s

Malang

Patir

ngei Kuntom

Patinggi Betong

Datu Kebar.

L

[Patinggi Mir
1
[Abang Mir (Amir) |
1

:
Datu Bandar Haji Datu Iman
Buasan (Bolhassan) Haiji Metaim

P):uu Bandar Abang I [Temcnggong Ali .

Haji Kassim

Abang Zuikipli Datu Patinggi
Abang Haji Abdillah

=

Datu Temenggong Abang Mohammed Taha.
Abang Kipali

i



IV. DEFENCE THE KAMPUNG
BEING ATTACKED BY
PIRATES
At the later stage, Datu
Merpati Jepang and his family
moved from Tanjung Sipang
and stayed at Kuala Batu
Buaya, the rock at the mouth
and lip of the river just below
the point at Kampung

1tubong itself. Together

with his family, Datu Merpati

Jepang set up a Kampung at

Santubong. Datu Merpati

Jepang and his father always

travelled together to various

Kampungs in Ulu Sarawak to

collect taxes as well as to solve

the problems of the Kampung
people there.

According to a legend, Datu
Merpati Jepang possessed
knowledge of the supernatural
arts and he had been
described as a strong and
brave man. Hence, during any
attack by the pirates or
forcigners on his kampung,
Datu Merpati Jepang and his
father could defeat their
enemies and drove the

encmics out from the shore of
Sarawak. Besides, the hero was
always helpful in social and
welfare works in the Kampung,
and hence, he was very
popular and welldiked by the
people.



V. DATU PERMAISURI'S TOMB

According to a story related by
the late Datu Temenggong
Abang Kipali, Datu Merpati
Jepang's wife Dayang Murdiah
and  his  mother, Datu
a Batu

Permaisuri, died at K
Buaya, Santubong.
superni

Merpa
their bodies across the sea to
Pujut near Miri within a day
and buried there. The burial
stone is still sacred (Kramat)

ural power,
epang could carry

there. However, according to a
folklore from the Malay
community in Miri, Datu
Permaisuri’s ancestry was
linked to the Brunei Sultanate.
During one of the visits to
Johare, the royal ship carrying
Datu Permaisuri and her
family sank off Miri shore. Datu
Permaisuri floated to shore
near Kampung Pujut at
Tanjung Batu where she stayed
with the villagers who nursed
her back to healthy condition.
At the later stage, she died
there and the body was buried
at the present site.

On 1.10.1996, the er for
Social Development Sarawak
YB. Datuk Haji Adenan Ha
Satem visited the site and he
approved a sum of RM30,000/-
for the improvement,
beautification and landscaping
works of the area. In order to

Datu Permaisun’s tomb at
Kampung Pujut, Tanjung
Batu, Miri.

Name Plate of Datee
Permaisurs's towd, Miri.

TAPAK PERKUBURAN
DATUK PERMAISURI




The Plague of Datu Mespats
Jepang

Datuk Hap

Adenan Haye Satewm

{ thend from right)
during has vasst to the
Datu Pemassun
resting place. On hus left
was Irahim Karim

honour the old and historical tomb, it will
be gazetted as a historical site by the State
Government.

The tomb of Datu Permaisuri is actually
located at a place which is ten minutes by
longboat from Kampung Pujut upriver
along Sungai Miri, A plankwalk and a name
plate "Makam Datuk Permaisuri’ have been
constructed along the route from the river
bank to the graveyard.

RECOGNITION

It could not be denied that Datu Merpati
Jepang was the great hero of the early
arawak in I4th century. In fact he and his
family were the pioneers of the Malay
community in Santubong (Early Sarawak).,

In order to remember and honour him, a
primary school along Jalan Patinggi Ali,
Kuching is named after this hero. The
school 1s known as Sekolah Rendah
Kerajaan Datu Merpati Jepang. A road in
Miri Town is also named after Datu Merpati
and another road is named after Datu

Permaisuri. Besides, a government
secondary school in Miri is known as
Sekolah  Menengah  Kerajaan  Datu

Permaisuri. Even in Indonesia, Merpati is
very well known. A local airline company
known as Merpati Airline, some roads and
buildings are also named after Datu

Merpari

On 27.7.1993, the State Government of
Sarawak declared Datu Merpati Jepang as
one of the heroes of the State. The plague
of Datu Merpati Jepang is affixed at the
column of Heroes' Monument at Sarawak

Museum Garden, Kuching.



Merpati Jepang Primary
School at Jalan Patinggi Al
Kuching.

{ > MERPATI JEPANG >
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Sherip Masahor

- Malay Hero who re
(1810 - 1890)

Shersp Masahor

1L
INTRODUCTION
Sherip Masahor was born in Brunei about
the year 1810. He was a Malay hero who .

spent the whole of his adult life struggling
against the British who attempted to seule
in and ruled over Sarawak and Borneo. In
1853 when Sultan Abdul Mumin of Brunei
ceded the lower Rejang Basin to Rajah
James Brooke, Sherip Masahor was already
the Governor of the area.

claimed 0 be a
the holy Prophet

Sherip Masahor

descendent  of

ofused to be ruled by Brooke Regime

Muhammad and that was why he used the
title “Sherip™ which was reserved for such
descendents. The name “Masahor” in

Arabic means “the illustrious one”. He was
the great grandfather of Tun Datuk
Patinggi Haji Ahmad Zaidi Adruce bin
Muhammed Noor, Yang di-Pertua Negeri
Sarawak.

MASAHOR AS GOVERNOR OF SARIKEI
Sherip Masahor immigrated from Brunei
and settled in Igan in Sarikei Division,
Sarawak when he was still a young man.
Later on, he moved to Sarikei where he
built his headquarters there. He was not
only friendly to the local Malay and the
Melanau but also the Iban in the nearby
areas along Batang Rejang.

Sherip Masahor became so influential and
powerful among the locals that he took
over the administration of the Rejang
District from Datu Abdul Rahman, the
Sultan’s representative from Brunei. He
scized the power first and asked for the
Sultan’s permission later. The Sultan had
no choice but to appoint Sherip Masahor
as the Governor of the area.

PLANS AGAINST BROOKE'S RULE

The news of James Brooke’s proclamation
as the Rajah of Sarawak in September 1841
bewildered and angered Masahor.
However, he did nothing to resist Brooke's
government until it became clear that the
Englishman was not satisfied with the area
of land originally allotted to him. When
Brooke began to swallow up more of the
Sultan’s territory under the pretext of

establishing law and order in those areas,




Masahor decided it was time 1o act against
the Brooke Regime.

In 1851, his brother, Sherip Bujang
married the daughter of one of Brooke's
Malay chiefs, Datu Patinggi Gapur. This
brought Masahor and Gapur into close
contact, a relationship which was to have
serious consequences for Sarawak.

In November 1853, James Brooke
humiliated Gapur before all the other
Malay chiefs in Kuching for having levied
heavy taxes on his people. Gapur was
determined to get his revenge and invited
Masahor to help him.

Their first plan was to attack and kill all
the Brooke's officers in Kuching while
James Brooke was busy defending himself
at the Commission of Enquiry in
Singapore. This was in 1854, when the
British Government, at the request of
many people in England and Singapore,
set up an inquiry into charges that Brooke
had wrongly used British Royal Navy vessels
to help him to suppress the natives of
Sarawak. Brooke claimed that these natives
were pirates. However, the local people
claimed that they were innocent people
who had rightly resisted Brooke's attempts
to build a private empire for himself in
Sarawak.

Unfortunately for Gapur and Masahor,
their plan was leaked out by the eldest son
of Datu Temenggong to the Rajah’s
Secretary, Mr. Spenser St. John. James
Brooke was able to send Gapur into
temporary exile before any harm could be

NEED

rip Masahor

done - the Kuching chiefs asked him to go
on pilgrimage to Mecca while Masahor
quictly returned home to Sarikei.

INTERVENTION OF DISPUTES IN
MUKAH

Masahor then went to Mukah to intervene
in a dispute between two leaders
there - Pengiran Ersat and Pengiran
Matusin, Ersat’s cousin. Matusin killed
Ersat after a violent quarrel. Masahor led a
force of over one thousand Ibans from
Kanowit and Saribas rivers to avenge him.
Masahor massacred many of Matusin's
followers. Matusin fled to Kuching and
begged Rajah James Brooke to help him.

In response to Matusin's request, James
Brooke sent his nephew, Charles Johnson
Brooke, to Mukah to investigate the
disturbance, although Mukah at that time
was not part of Sarawak yet. Brooke then
fined Masahor for interfering in the
dispute and deposed him from the
governorship of Sarikei for having sold salt
and guns to the rebellious Ibans living in
the Sarawak territory. In actual fact, the

A road in between Tun
Jugah Road and Rock Road
is named after Sherip
Masahor in Kuching.




Cleser v of the spear
Lelomgang to Shersp Masahor
it at Mint Musewm,

Caval Contre, Sibu

Syd Addruce Shenyf Hamud,
the grandson of Shenp
Masahor holding the spear
belarged t0 hus grandfather

Brookes had no right 1o interfere in local
disputes in this way, but to justify his
actions James Brooke claimed that the
Sultan of Brunei had given him the

authority to maintain a general peace in
. In June 1855, he
went to Brunei to force more concessions
from the Sultan, an action that offended

the lower Rejang are:

Masahor even more.

The Sultan of Brunei at first refused to

listen to Brooke's requests but w.

s not
strong enough to resist for long, the
threats of direct action by the Brookes.
When the Sultan heard that Charles
Brooke had gone to Sarikei, built a fort

there and threatened to punish the Ibans
living in the area if they did not behave
properly, he agreed, in Scptember 1857,
that the Brookes should be responsible for

keeping law and order in the Mukah area.

He made a condition that Masahor was to
be reinstated as the Governor of Sarikei.



REINSTATION OF MASAHOR AS
GOVERNOR OF SARIKEI

Masahor then returned to Sarikei as the
vernor of Sarikei, professing good
friendship with the Brooke family. In his
heart, however, he was determined o

destroy the Brooke's government. When
James Brooke and his nephev,
Brooke, left the country on vacation |

in England, he thought the opportunity
had come again to overthrow the hated
Englishmen.

He learned that while James Brooke was on
leave, negotiations between Brooke and

the British Government over the latter's
tecognition of Sarawak as an independent
state had broken down. He also learned
with indignation that James Brooke and

Captain Brooke were offering Sarawak to

the protection of other European powers.
In return, these powers would recognize
the Brookes as lawful rulers of the country.
Masahor vowed to prevent ansthing like
this from happening.

Wooden clog sed by Sherify
Masahor notw hept at Mini
Museum, Civic Centre, Sebui.

Sherip Masahar's sssord now
Aept at Mini Museum, Civie
Centre Sibu.




Sarsker, the headquarters of
Sherip Marahor when he was
the Governar of the Rejang
Distret in 18305

He accompanied Charles Johnson Brooke
to Mukah to settle a quarrel between
Pengiran Matusin and Ersat's son Pengiran
Nipal. He concealed his anger at Brooke's
tion in fining a Mukah chief, named
Serail, for having fired on the Sarawak flag
outside Sarawak waters. By stirring up
adverse comment, and by advising Serail to
80 in person to Brunei to complain about
his treatment at Brooke's hands to Sultan
Abdul Mumin, he later had the satisfaction

of seeing the Brookes obliged to hand over
Serails fine to Brunei,

PLANS TO LIBERATE SARAWAK

Masahor, Gapur and other discontented
followers then decided the time had come
to strike another blow for freedom against
Brooke's rule, They proposed to organize a
series of rebellions that would lead to the
collapse of the Brooke government. The
absence of Rajah James Brooke and




Captain Brooke from
ideal opportunity.

rawak provided an

The main idea was to cause outbreaks of
anti-European violence simultancously in

Kanowit, Sarikei, Lundu and Kuching. In
the confusion that would certainly kill all
the Brooke's officers and their allies, and
ies and traders to run

force the missio
away from Sarawak.

The first outhreak occurred in June 1859 at
Kanowit when two of the Rajah’s officers,
Charles Fox and Henry Steele were Killed.
tiding party headed by the Orang
cro Sawing was made up of Kanowit

and Banyok Ibans who were friendly to
Masahor. The Malay soldiers attached to
the fort did nothing to help their English
officers from being killed.

Although Masahor tried to conceal his part
in this outrage, by killing some of the
aders of the attack who came to report to
him in Sarikei, Charles Brooke knew who
was behind the incident. Nevertheless, he
ed to wait before forcing a conflict
ahor. He punished the rebels and
executed the Malay garrison in Kanowit
before returning to Kuching. The Kabah
stronghold above Kanowit to which the
Banyok and Kanowit Dayaks had retreated

Anather section of
Sarikei Town,



was destroyed. The Kanowit fort known as
;i as rebuilt and a Malay chief,

loyal to the Brooke
rnment, was left in charge with a

garrison of trustworthy me

On arrival in Kuching, Charles Brooke was
warned that Datu Gapur was inciting Ibans

to overthrow the Brooke government.
Immediately, he called for a meeting of the
Kuching chiefs and got them to pass a
resolution ordering Gapur to be exiled to

riotic chiet was then

Singapore. The pa
deported to Singapore before he could do
any more harm to the Brooke Government.



VIL

Masahor was not discouraged by these
setbacks. He set to work on a third plot to
overthrow the Brooke government. This
time the attack was to be threefolds. First,
Gapur was 10 sail secretly from Singapore
to Pontianak Indonesia and lead the
people there in a rebellion against their
Dutch masters. If this succeeded, he would
then march to Sarawak to help Masahor,
Second, a Brunei man called Tanjang,
pretending to be the Crown Prince of
Brunei, would arrive at Batang Sadong, to
be greeted by Gapur's brother, Bandar
Kassim, and would send a rallying cry 1o
the Malay and Davak people living in
Landak, ‘nngnn and Pontianak to
rise against the "hird, Masahor
would arrive in the $ k River at the
height of the disturbance, under pretext of
bringing money into the town, and when

Lundu,

the opportunity
occurred they would
auack Kuching and kill
all the whitemen there,
He would carry his
special execution Kris
with him to use on
Charles Brooke.

FAILURE IN THE

LIBFRATION

in January 1860, but
quickly
captured and

were  very

imprisoned by the
Dutch authorities in

Indonesia. When

Masahor arrived at the Sarawak River, he
was ordered to turn his boats around and
to return to Sarikei. Instead, he followed
Charles Brooke's boats to Simunjan and
was fired upon by the Brooke forces, In the
fighting that followed, Masahor only
escaped death or injury because the Malay
soldiers in the Brooke forces were
reluctant to harm him. He arrived shortly
afterwards in Sarikei but was very soon
1y by Abang Ali, Charles Brooke's

Charles Brooke then followed Masahor to
Igan, destroyed his houses, seized much of
able property and forced him to
cck refuge with Pengiran ) in Mukah.
ran Nipal, who later married
Masahor's sister, gave Sherip a great
welcome,

his

Jalan Sherip Masahor,
Sarikei



Masahor then went to Brunei to present his
case to the Sultan and vigorously denied
the charges of murder and extortion which
the Brookes made against him. His arrival
in Brunei fortunately occurred at the same
time as the appointment of the British
Governor of Labuan, Mr. G.W. Edwardes,
as British nsul-General in Brunei in
place of the Rajah’s ex-secretary, Mr.
Spenser St John.
sympathy for the Brookes and, hence,

Edwardes had no

hor was able to convinee him of his
imnocence, Edwardes believed that the
Brooke administration in Sarawak was in

the long run harmful to British interests in
Borneo. He also believed that the Brookes
were aggressively seeking to extend their
Mukah. Masahor,
therefore, found it casy to persuade him
that the Brookes were seel
and more of the Sultan’
own personal gain.

influence over to

ng to grab more
territory for their

In July 1860, Edwardes arrived in Mukah in
the steamer

ctor Just in time to
returned Captain Brooke
and his cousin Charles from capturing
Mukah and punishing Masahor and his
followers. This action aroused much
indignation amongst the Brookes in
ded in getting
isferred elsewhere.

prevent the newl

England and they succe
Edwardes u

Pressure was then put on the Sultan of
Brunei both by the Brookes and the
newly-returned British Consul-General, Mr.
Spenser St. John, 1o cede Mukah to Brooke
Regime. At length, the
to Pengiran Nipal ordering him not to

iltan sent a letter

VIIL

nce to Brooke's men while

offer resis
Masahor was banished to Singapore. To
c sure that these instructions were
thfully carried out, James Brooke sent
another large force 1o Mukah and staved
there until a new administration set up on
1.7.1861 and Sherif Masahor was deported
to Singapore.

In August 1861, Mukah and all the coastal
areas as far as Kidurong were formally
handed over to the Brooke government by
Sultan Abdul Mumin. Masahor's power
thereby completely destroyed,

INFLUENCE OF SHERIP MASAHOR
BEYOND REJANG DISTRICT

It seemed that the influence of Sherip
Masahor was not only confined 1o Rejang
District only, but also the surrounding
areas as far as Kalaka District in Second
Division (Sri Aman Division). At Kampung
Nyabor, halfway in between Roban and
bong in Kalaka District, there was an old
trunk of a house which was described by
Penghulu Johari as the last surviving
remnant of a house built by hero Sherip

Masahor and his tather-in-daw Pen Hashim.
According to Penghulu Johari, the house
wits about 300 feet long and built on stilts
18 feet above the ground but the original
house had broken up about 100 vears ago.
Besides, there is a well near 1o the house
and it was dug by Sherip Masahor and his
father-in-law. The well still exists at
Kampung Nyabor until today.

At Kampung Gerigat about 9 kilometres
from Kampung Nyabor, Sherip Masahor
used to hold court cases there and.



IX.

according to the locals when the prisoners
were sentenced to death, they were
executed at the spot.

Sherip Masahor's mother, known as Syarifah
pung
on she moved with
her followers to Sibu and founded

Kampung Nyabor which still exists in Sibu
today.

CONCLUSION

The conflict between Sherif Masahor and
the Brookes clearly illustrated the tension
between the old Malay ruling class and the
Briush intruders. The Brooke Government
suspected Masahor who had the influence
and authority over the people of the Lower
Rejang. Their own authority could not be

)

RIGHT The last post of the
house built by Sherip Masahor

and Pen Hashim at
Kampung Nyabor, Kalaka.

N LEFT The well dug by Sherip

Masahor and Fen Hashim at

Kampung Nyabor, Kalaka.

@



Skerip Masahor (fourth from
rght) togrther with Sultan
Abudut Sawad of Selangur
andd hus vuppurters in IN70's
at Langat (Phe after
Sherp Masahor was deported
from Sarasak)

¥

absolute while Masahor remained as
eas, yet they could not

Governor of the
replace him and had to rule through him.
His part in any plot to overthrow the
Brooke was obscure. They were certainly
ready to charge Masahor with the worst
motives. Just as certainly, he stood to
benefit if Brooke's power was weakened
because he could enjoy the  semi-
independent status he had acquired as the
Governor of the Lower Rejang for Brunei.
In any case, the events of 1859 to 1861
ended with the patriotic Malay dissidents
exiled and the Brookes' authority
continued to rule Sarawak.

Masahor was deported to Singapore on
17,1861 and lived in Singapore for the rest

of his life. He was given a si

| pension by

the Sarawak government and  he
supplemented it by building boats for sale.
He died in February 1890, stll full of plans
to push the Europeans out of his beloved
Sarawak

Sherip Masahor was declared as a hero by
the State Government of Sarawak on

His relief figure was inserted on

around the base of the column of
Monument at Sarawak Museum
Garden, Kuching for the public 1o see and
o pay respect to this great man. A road
between Jalan Tun Jugah and Rock Road
Known as Jalan Sherip Masahor was named
after this great man in Kuching and in
Sarikei, an urban road was also named after
him




S
Datu Patinggt Ali

- the Hero who championed the causes of the people

against Brunei Authority

1. INTRODUCTION
Datu Patinggi Ali who was a great Malay hero
of Sarawak was a descendant of Datu Merpati
Jepang who was supposed to have formed
the old Malay Government of Sarawak at
Santubong in the 14th Century. However,
according to the Salasilah Raja-Raja Brunei,
the old Malay Government of Sarawak was
handed over to the Sultan of Brunei by the
Johore Sultan sometime in the 15th Century.
Pengiran Tengah Ibnu Sultan Muhamad
Hussan was appointed as the first Sultan of

Sarawak by the Sultan of Brunei in 1599 but

he was 1 and died at g in

1641

In the eyes of Pengiran Indera Mahkota, the
Governor of Sarawak in 18205, Datu Patinggi
Ali was a rebel who stirred up the
anti-Brunei fecling among the local people
and created disturbance in the country.
However, to the local population, Datu
Patinggi Ali was a hero who did not want
Sarawak to be ruled by Brunei Authority.

PERSONAL BACKGROUND

There was no record to show when Datu
Patinggi Ali was born. However, it was
believed that he was born towards the end of
the 18th Century. He was the eldest son of
Datu Patinggi Abang Mir and Dayang Yong.
Daru Patinggi Ali had two brothers and two
sisters namely Abang Sajah, Dayang Bulan,
Davang Mu'an and Hang |

Datu Patinggi Ali had seven children
. Dayang Inda,
i na, Datu Bandar
Haji Bolhassan (Buasan) Abang Metaril and

Datu Imam Haji Metaim. During his younger
days, Datu Patinggi Ali was described as a
and intelligent man who always had
Ifare of the people at heart. Due to his
outstanding leadership and friendly
characters, Ali was appointed by the Sultan
of Brunei to be Datu Patinggi in Sarawak
well before the arrival of Pengiran Indera
Mahkota Mohamad Salleh as the Governor
of Sarawak in or around 1827. Upon his
appointment, Datu Patinggi Ali shifted the
admini ive h ters from §; bong
to Lidah Tanah, a strategic place at the
confluence of Sungai Sarawak Kiri and
Sungai Sarawak Kanan in Upper Sarawak
(Bau district). Owing to his wise leadership

The relif figure of Datu
Patinggi Ali.



The location of Lidah
Tanah, a v
the conflluence of Su
Narawak K

and Sungw Sarauah

ateac pace at

1

and just administration, Lidah Tanah grew
from a s

Al Kampung to an important
trading and administrative centre in
Sarawak. Datu Patinggi Ali always helped the

needy and gave food, clothing and shelter o
those who approached him for assistance.
Hence, he was well liked not only by the
wnd Dayak
(Bidayuh) and Chinese communities staying
n

Malay community but also the

irby

It was during his leadership that
antimony was discovered in Siniawan and

Jambusan areas in 1

. INFORMATION ON OLD SARAWAK

Upon the death of Sultan Pengivan Tengah
in 1641, there was no evidence 10 show that
Brunei /
take over the place of Sultan Pengiran
Tengah. Hence, apparently, Sultan Pengiran
Tengah was the first and last Sultan of

uthority did send a replacement 1o

Sarawak. Bewween the
petiod when Sultan Pengiran
Tengah died until the arrival
of Pengiran Indera Mahkota
Mohamad Salleh to Sarawak, it
seemed that the
administration of Sarawak
affairs was left in the hands of
local natve officers such as
Datu Patinggi, Datu Bandar,
Datu Datu
Temenggong

Amar  and

After
antimony at

the  discovery  of

Siniawan and
Jambusan areas and gold in
Bau in Upper Sarawak. the
Sultan of Brunei sent Pengiran
Indera Mahkota Mohamad
Salleh 1o Sarawak as the Governor of

7. In order 10
the

Sarawak sometime in 18
the
administration of Sarawak by Daw Patinggi
Ali, Pengiran Indera Mahkota shifted the
awak from Lidah

reduce power and control of

administrative centre of ¢

Tanah to Sungai Kuching. Hence, the
wgi Ali
was taken over by Pengiran Indera Mahkota
Mohamad Sallch and at the same time, he

administrative authority of Datu Pa

exercised a complete control over the
mining activity and export of antimony as
well as gold from Upper Sarawak.

CAUSES OF REVOLT

Realising the export of antimony would earn
a greater foreign exchange from overseas
and a lot of extra revenue, Pengiran Indera
Mahkota exercised his authority by
forcing the Malay and the Land Dayak



Stnuswan Bazaar with
Gunung Sevembu at the
backgrund

(Bidayuh) to work for him like slaves in
Upper Sarawak (Bau District) to extract
antimony at longer working hours but at very

low pay or no wages at all, No food was given
to the min but instead the Governor

expected more production of antimony, He

n took away their Padi as well as their
boats. Moreover, the Land Dayak (Bidayuh)
women and children were sold 1o Brunei as

¢

slaves. Besides, he imposed heavy taxes on
them.

This inhuman and cruel treatment angered
Datu Patinggi Ali. Together with Datu
Bandar, Datu Amar, Daw Temenggong and
the Land Dayak (Bidayuh) chiefs in
Siniawan, Datu Patinggi Ali led an
anti-Brunci force and fought against the

unjust administration of Pengiran Indera
Mahkota in 1835. They built forts in
Siniawan,

Addah Tanah and other pla

s at

upriver. Datu Patinggi Ali was determined
that Sarawak should be free from the cruel
and inhuman rules so that Sarawak could
seek her own freedom and desting

Due to his w

k and helpless government,
a Mahkota could not control
or resist the anti-Brunei movement led by
Datu Patinggi Ali and his men. Sultan of
Brunci Omar Ali Saifuddin 11 then had to
send his uncle Pengiran Muda Hashim 1o
wak in order to assist the Governor to
pacity the revolt. However, he could not
quell the insurgence led by Datu Patinggi Ali
and, hence, the anti-Brunei
d mes Brooke made his first
visit to Sarawak in his ship called the
“Royalist™ in August 1839, Pengiran Muda
Hashim asked for assistance from James
Brooke to make Sarawak peaceful but he did
not stay back, In 1840 James Brooke

revisited Sarawak and he
ed that the fighting was
1g on. Upon the

movement

still go
request of Pengiran Muda

James  Brooke
intervened in the anti-Brunei
movement. He took his English
ailors and two guns from the
“Royalist” and went up-river to
Siniawan. After some fightings
and much persuasions, Datu
Patinggi Ali and his men
agreed to submit if James
Brooke would become the
ruler and the Brunei chiefs
should go back to Brunei.
Rajah Muda Hashim agreed
with the conditions and he sent
Pengiran Indera Mahkota back
to Brunei. Finally James Brooke

Hashim,




V.

<

. CONCLUSION

managed to bring back a peaceful

settlement in Sarawak.

RESTORATION OF DATU PATINGGI ALI
On 24.9.1841, James Brooke became the
first White Rajah of Sarawak (the land
between Tanjung Daw and the mouth of
Sadong River). With the concurrence and
agreement of Pengiran Muda Hashim,
James Brooke pardoned Datu Patinggi Ali
and his men and reinstated them to their

origir

I positions. To Rajah James Brooke,
wted 1o reaffirm the legitimacy of the
Malay ruling system and he also realised that

he

Datu Patinggi Ali and his men had the
command and respect of all the common
people. Datu Patinggi Ali, Datu Bandar and
Datu Temenggong were appointed as the
advisors and administrators 1o Rajah James
Brooke.

However, during one of the expeditions to
Batang Lupar, Datu Patinggi Ali was killed
and died in Skrang, Second
Division  (Sri Aman) on
19.8.1844. Datu Patinggi Ali and
his devoted followers were
buried in Undup area

It could not be denied that
at

Datu Patinggi Ali was a gt
leader and head of the Malay
community of Sarawak in the
19th Being
responsible leader who wanted

century

to protect the right and respect
of the Sarawakians against the

inhuman treatment of the Brunei authority,
he was well respected not only amang his

own Malay community and Land Dayak

(Bidayuh) but the Brooke Regime as well

Datu Patinggi Al was officially declared by
the State Government of Sarawak as one of
the heroes in Sarawak on 27.7.1993. His

relief figure was inserted on a plague around
the base of the Heroes'
Monument at Sarawak Museum Garden,
Kuching.

column of

A hero is always a hero. Even though he had
gone, his name is still in the mind of the
public. Although Datu Patinggi Ali had died
more than 150 years ago, he is now being
upgraded as a hero of Sarawak so that the
future
recognise, tespect and remember him as a

present and generations can
great leader of Sarawak. A road known as
Jalan Patinggi Ali in Kuching is named after

this hero.

JALAN PATINGGI ALI

POSKOD 93400

Jalan Patsnggey Ale - a roud
in Kuching City named after
the hevo - Datu Patingn Al



Pehin Orang Kaya Setia Raja Abang Manai
- Melanau H(') -0 who protected his people and took
good care of his community

INTRODUCTION

Raja \huu,
ai was a great
h nau leader in
Mukah in the 19th
Century. He was one
of the most
outstanding  and

popular leaders who
really protected his
people against the
enemy and took good
care of the welfare of
his community.

According 1o a
legend, it was
believed  that  his
ancestors originally
migrated from Bali
Island, Indonesia to
Sarawak more than
500 years ago. Being
pagans at that time,
they moved  away
from Bali to Borneo
in order to avoid
being converted cither to Hinduism or
Islam. 1 Sea and

They travelled across
they first landed at a coastal are

in Lundu
District now known as Teluk Melano. From
there, they travelled along the coastal area
of Sarawak and finally they settled down in
various coastal areas in between Kuala
Rejang and Kuala Baram. For those who
wanted to venture into the interior parts of
Sarawak they became Orang Ulu such as
Kanjang, Laha

van Sekapan and Punan

Bah groups. Another group of Melana
ancestors were the Malays from Brunei
when Mukah was under the Brunei Rule,
Many Brunei M s came to Mukah
because they were attracted by lucrative
trade in sago in the 19th Century. Hence, a
great deal of intermarriages took place
between Brunei noblemen and the
Melanau women. As a result, there are
many Brunei descendants with the title
Pengiran, Awangku and Awang in Mukah.

Atist impression of Pehin
Orang Kaya Setia Raja
Abang Manai bin Abang
Dreman



Dustribution Maps of the
Melanau Populati
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There is a place m the Philippines called

Mindanao. Some people believe that

may be a variation of the word
", However, there is no evidence
s historical connection

to show that there
between these two words.

Based onan

the w was written along llu
coastal area \\Iwn- the rivers Oya, Mukah
and Balingian run. This might suggest that
1 community had settled down
The Melanaus claim
e was given to them
by the Brunei '\Llh\\ The Melanaus refer
10 themselves as ‘A-Likou’ meaning ‘people

s alread

of the river’. Generally, the Melanau can be

catergorised into three subgroups i.c. the

Muslim, the Christian and the Pagan
Melanau.

PERSONAL BACKGROUN
Abang Manai bin Abang Dreman was born
in Mukah in 1830s. His father was Abang
Dreman (sometimes known as Pipit) bin
Orang Kava Abang Abong. In his vounger
days, Abang Manai was well known for his
or strength, bravery and owstanding

supe
intelligence. Hence, when Sarawak was still
under the Brunei Rule, he was appointed
by Sultan Abdul Mumin as Pehin Orang
Kava Setia Raja to look after the Melanau
community in Mukah.

He was the great grandfather of our
beloved Chief Minister of Sarawak. YAB




The Geneology of Orang Kaya Setia Raja Abang Manai

Orang Kaya Abang Abong

Setia Raja Abang Manai

Dayang Mastura Abang Yahya

Mahmud ‘ Hajjah Hamidah

L Abdul Taib 4{ Laila Chalecki I Ibrahim X Hajijah Mohd. X Gertie

Abdullah Arip Azerina Arip

Onn X Halimatun Mohd. X
Abd. Ghani Tufail
Aishah X Lord Johan Roziah X Robert
Geneid

Fairbain
Fredahanom X Abdul Aziz

Mohd. X Fatimah al
Al Mohd. Ali i Hussalg
Zaleha X Sallch
Abdullah
[ [
Jamilah Mahmud Abu Sulaiman
Hamidah Bekir Abd. Rahman
X b.4 X
Mohd. Hisham Shahnaz Abd. Anisa Chan
Murray Majid Abdullah

Note: The younger generations of YAB Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud's other brothers and sisters
have not been included in the grneological tree.



i of Pehan Orung
Kava Setu Rapa Abang
Manan at the bav of Hero
Monument at Sarawak

Musewn Carden Kuching.

A typucisl Melanau Kawprng
i Mukah

Datuk Patinggi Tan Sti (Dr.) Haji Abdul
Taib Mahmud.

- AS ORANG KAYA SETIA RAJA OF

MELANAU COMMUNITY

Upon his appointment as the Orang Kava
Setia Rajia, Abang Manai discharged his
duties as the head of the Melanau
Community in his own smart way. Besides
heing a brave and intelligent leader, he
always had the welfare of the people at
heart and he assisted his people in solving
various social problems whenever
required. Due 1o this outstanding
leadership and Iriendly character, Abang
Manai was well respected by the Malanau
Community.

Because of his outstanding ability in
solving problems and facing challenges
both from the community itself and areas
outside his territory, his enemies dared
not go against him but they had o respect
him and followed his advice and
command wholcheartedlv. There was
complete peace and prosperity in Mukah
during the period when Abang Manai was
the head of the community there

MUKAH UNDER BROOKE REGIME

In 1853, Sultan Abdul Mumin of Brunei
ceded all the land between Sadong River
to Ova River and on 1ERI861 Sultan of
Brunei turther ceded all vivers and lands
from Ova River to Kidurong Bintulu 1o
the Brooke Regime. The Brooke Regime
wanted to reaffirm the legitimacy of the

native ruling svstem as practised by the
Bruner Authority because it realised the
existing community leaders had the



command and respect of all the common

“harles Brooke

of Sarawak
appointed Abang Manai as Ketua Orang
Melanau to look after the community
affairs in Mukah area.

people. Henee, in 1883, §

the second White

Pehin Orang Ka
was also given the authority to solve the

a Setia Raja Abang Manai

community problems and counter any

nt disturbance or movement

anti-govern
in the area. According to an oral tradition,
Abang Manai was a trouble-shooter and
ith his outstanding ability, he could

counter attack any trouble and solve any

problem which might stir up the feclings of
the local people against the authority.

CONCLUSION
It could not be denied that Pehin Orang
] ang Manai bin Abang
Dreman was a great leader of the Melanau
community in Mukah in the 19th century.
Being a responsible leader who could
protect his people from the enemy and
solve the problems of the people, he was
not only well respected by his own
community but also by the Brunei
Authority and Brooke Regime who had the
full trust and confidence on him.

Mukah New Township at
the background with Setia
Raja Boulevard at the front.



Commercial Centre, Tishuan,

Setaa Raya Road, Mins

Jslan Setsa Rapa st
betuvrn Jalan Song,

Jalan Waan Atus and
Muara Tabuan, Kuching

Medan Setia Rapa

Kuching

Pehin Orang Kaya Setia Raja Abang Manai
was officially declared as one of the heroes
in the State by the State Government of
Sarawak on 27.7.1993. His plague was
inserted around the base of the column of
Heroes” Monument at Sarawak Museum
Garden, Ruching so that the present and
the future generations could recognise,
respect and remember him as a hero of
wak. In order to remember this great
L road in between Jalan Song, Jalan
Wan Alwi and Muara Tabuan is named
after him and a new commercial centre
along that road is known as '"Medan Setia
Raja Commercial Centre’ in Kuching. In
Mukah, the Boulevard in the town centre
costing RM7.2 million and Mukah Mosque
costing RM4 million are named after Setia
Raja and were declared open on 26.3.1994
and 28.2.1995 respectively. In Miri Town ‘
where the Chief Minister YAB Datuk
Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji Abdul Taib
Mahmud was born, a road is known as
Jalan Setia Raja.

man,




Panglima Rentap

- Iban Hero who refused to be ruled by the White Rajah

( 1800 - 1870)

INTRODUCTION

Panglima Rentap, one of Sarawak's great
Iban war chiefs of the nineteenth century
did not want James Brooke or any other
foreigner 1o rule Sarawak and his people.
He fought fiercely and fearlessly for a long
time against the Brooke's men. His
struggle won the respect of his enemics
and forced the Brooke Regime to allow the
Ibans to live in their own way of life
without much interference from the

Brooke Government.

Based on the oral tradition of Madam
Subang ak Dunggau who was the sixth
generation of Rentap, the parents of
Rentap were Ningkan and Imbang. The
hero had four brothers/sisters. He married
to Sawai who gave birth to two children.

The gencalogy of Rentap is in Appendix A
on page 118

“Rentap” - the name in Iban means “one
who makes the world shake™ - was born
about the year 1800 and lived most of his
life in Ulu Skrang and Saribas river areas in
Sri Aman Division. Soon after he was born,
his family moved there from the upper
reaches of Sungai Kapuas of Indonesian
Borneo. Physcially, Rentap was described
as a strong, tough and fearless man of
more than 5 feet and 8 inches high. His
took the
name Rentap only after he had taken his

first name was Libau, and he
first human head in the battle. In common
practice with many other Ibans of his
period, Rentap spent his time robbing
neighbouring villages when he was not
engaged in padi farming. As a result, he

James

became known to his peaple as a fearless
warrior.

ANTI-WHITE RAJAH MOVEMENT

The Malay pirates in Batang Saribas and
Batang Lupar came (o respect Rentap
powerful ally in their determined stru
to prevent the newly arrived Englishman,
Brooke, from extending his
tthority and influence over them.

When Rentap first heard of the changes of
government in Kuching and the plans
Brooke had of putting an end to piracy
along the Borneo coast, he was both

The relief figure of Panglima
Rentap



Beting Maru
memonal wte, Saribas

amused and angry. He was amused at
Brooke's cluim 1o govern Sarawak, and was
determined 1o prevent him from
interfering with his raditional way of life
To
than a pirate himself, a man who stole the
land and took taxes from his people.
Moreover, Rentap hated James Brooke
who brought in other foreigners to rule
over his people.

1, James Brooke was nothing more

He took an active part in the fighting
against Brooke's men at the famous Battle
of Beting Maru on 31 July 1849, Beting
aru is the site of one of the largest maval

battles in Sarawak history and it is located
at the confluence of the Krian and Layar

Rivers in Sti Aman Division. On the 24 July
1849 Rajah James Brooke aboard his ship
“Royalist” and escorted by "Nemesis” and

"Ranee well as about eighty war boats,
led an expedition 1o destroy those from the
Skrang and Saribas that he considered
pirates. These men were under the
command of Dat Patinggi of Saribas, and
had gone north, allegedly on a raiding
expedition. The Rajuh and his naval
commander, Capitan Farquhar were
determined to destroy them

When the Skrang and Saribas fleet
teturned on the evening of 31 July 1849,
they were ambushed by the Rajab's forces.
The battle lasted some five hours with




some 500 "pirates” killed. While none of
the Saribas leaders were killed and many
escaped into the jungle, some were killed
by the Rajah’s Iban allies as they fled
upriver. When Rentap realized that Brooke
had won the battle, he withdrew with many
of his followers to the headwaters of Batang
Saribas. There he built a strong fort near
Tabbat, on a mountain ridge called Sadok,
overlooking Sungai Lang. From this
stronghold, he attacked the trade and
plundered the villages situated along the
banks of Batang Lupar.

In 1850s Rajah Brooke built a fort at Lingga
tw prevent Rentap from  interferring with
people in the Lower Batang Lupar a

This annoved Rentap so much ths
decided to attack the Brooke fort at ng
in the hope of drawing off the Rajah’s men

at Lingga and then inflicting a decisive
defeat upon them.

On Brooke's men  were
ambushed and Alan Lee, the English
officer in charge of the Lingga
reinforcements, was killed by Layang, the
son-in-daw of Rentap. Rentap's defeat of
the Rajah'’s forces made him a hero among
the Dayaks. Rentap then withdrew his men
before the Rajah’s forces could be properly
reorganised 10 anack him. He alarmed the

Rajah so much that Charles Johnson
Brooke was sent to Lingga to take over

command of the Rajah's forces.

In December 185!
came to Skrang and s

James Brooke himself
a message up the
river to Rentap inviting him to come down

“Fire! kill the intruder - James
Brooke and his force *,
shouted Panglima Rentap
when he fired a cannon at
Bukit Sadok.

The Cannon used aguinst
Rentap at Bukit Sadok by
Brooke Regime.



Phaton taken on 7 Oxtober
1959 dhawny: the bones of
Panglima fientap,

and discussed peace but Rentap refused o
meet Brooke. Rentap's defiance angered
ies Brooke. In August 1854, a large
force of Malay and Dayak soldiers - about
7.000 altogether - was cred to march
to Rentap's strongholds. T
placed under the command of Captain

is force

Brooke and assisted by Charles Johnson
Brooke.

To prevent others from coming to
Rentap's aid, parties of soldiers were sent
to different places to draw away any likely
support for Rentap. One party was sent to
Kanowit under the command of an English
officer, Mr. Henry Steele and another
party was sent up the Saribas under the
command of the Malay chief, Datu
Temenggong. The main expedition then
wavelled up Sungai Lang 1o Entabai where
a fort was quickly built and a group of 500
men led by Captain Brooke moved on 1o
the Rentap swonghold near Tabbat. In the

tighting that followed, Rentap was
wounded, but he managed 1o escape and
eventually arrived salely at Bukit Sadok.
He then began to strengthen Sadok
against possible Brooke attack.

The Rajah’s forces, however, had had
enough fighting for a while. Much to
Rentap's reliet, the Brooke forces withdrew
instead of continuing their march to
Sadok,

Rentap continued strengthening his
position at Sadok until the local people
began to think that his stronghold could
not be taken. He began to call himself
“"Rajah Ulu” or “Inland Rajah”, and




The remains of
Panglima Rentap kept
in the new coffin.
Based on the medical
report, it was estimated
that the height of
Rentap was at least

5 foet 8 inches.

became the centre of
all native oppositions
to Brooke rule.

1L FIRST SADOK
EXPEDITION - 1857
On 2 June 1857,
Charles  Johnson
Brooke led the first
Sadok  Expedition

against Rentap with

the main purpose of
destroying all the farm
land around Sadok in
order 1o cut off
Rentap’s food supplies.
I'he expedition was
made up of 3,500
Davak and 500 Malay
soldiers who managed

10 climb to the top of

the Sadok mountain, 2 feet high from together with other Iban war chiefs, he

raids on the people

where they could look across to the ridge continued to mal

built. living in the lower Lupar and Saribas arcas.
The stronghold was so well protected that

‘ the Brooke's army, on several occasions,

After 1y SECOND SADOK EXPEDITION - 1858

spending eight days on the mountain top In August 1858, Captain Brooke made

sy e another attempt 1o crush Rentap's power.

After building a fort at Betong, he

lition against

six-pounder

on which Rentap's stronghold wa

was unable to attack it successfully.

t in very heavy rain, the
decided to retreat. Hence, it ended the first
expedition against Rentap on Bukit Sadok

sembled a second expe
Sadok. He took with him

with a total failure. Rentap was hilarious of

| his rritnnph gyer the White Men, gun, which was used 10 fire fifty rounds of
explosive shells into the stockade, but even

When the news of the Brooke men this did not help his men to overcome

withdrawal spread out, Rentap’s prestige their enemy. Rentap and his followers

grew even greater.  His attacks on bravely drove the Rajah’s forces away
neighbouring villages became bolder, and with poisoned darts, stones and gunfire,



VB Tan $n Datuk Amar
Alfred Jabu ak Numpang, the
Depruty Chief Munister of
Saraak spoke duning the
officiad opening of Lumbong
Panglima Rentap.

VB Tan Sn Datuk Amar
Alfred Jabu ak Numpang
declared open “Batu
Pegingut Rentap’ at Bukit
Siba, Pakan on

25 10,1989,

hurling defiance all
the while at  the
Brookes and their
forces. Thus ended
the second  Sadok
Expedition and again
it was a total failure on
the  part  of the
mtruders. Rentap won
the battle and the
White Men made no
turther attempts on
Bukit Sadok until
1861. However,
Rentap’s success made
him grow prouder
than ever, and he
began to behave in
such  an  arrogant
manner that slowly his
popularity amongst
the Ibans began to
decrease. He offended
many of his closest
supporters by divor-
cing his wife and
taking a young one
whom he called Rance
of Sadok. His wealth
and his  cruelty - even

to his fellow Ibans - led
many longhouse com-
munitics  to  urn
against him. His Malay
allies began to desert
him.
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THIRD SADOK EXPEDITION - 1861

In September, 1861 it was resolved that the
Brooke's force should organise a third
expedition against Bukit Sadok. On 16
October, 1861, the expedition was
organised and ready to go to Batang
Saribas in order to destroy Rentap. This
was larger and far better equipped

expedition then before. It consisted of a
working party of twenty Chir to make
roads and throw up carthworks; a force of
Negro troops trained in close-combat
fighting as well as many Dayaks and
Malays. The equipment included a rocket-
firer, a twelve-pounder gun “Bujang
Sadok™ and a six-pounder gun.

The Location of Memorial
Tomb of Rentap at
Bukit Sibau Ulu
Sg. Wuak, Pakan.



The fotarth genevetiom of
Rentap, Nendar (im bght
freen blowse) and the vesth
genevation of Rentap, Subang
ah Dunggau (m ponk House)
were at Bukit Sibau dunng
the officral opensnyg of Lubong
Rentap on 28 101959

On 20 October 1861, Brooke's force
reached Nanga Tiga and on 25 October
I861 they arrived at the toot of Bukit
Sadok. On 28 October 1861, Ch
Brooke and his men attacked Bukit Sadok.
Although Rentap and his followers fought
bravely, they could not withstand the
superior guns which Brooke's force had

rles

brought with them. After seventeen shells
from the wwelve-pounder gun “Bujang
Sadok™ smashed through the walls of the
stockade, Brooke's men were at last able to
enter Rentap's stronghold.

VIIL

END OF RENTAP'S POWER

When Rentap realised that it was uscless
and hopeless to defend his fort at Bukit
Sadok any longer. he and his men left for
the opposite side of the mountain. That
afternoon, Brooke's force burnt down
Rentap's fort and, hence, it marked the
end of Rentap's power over the intruders.

Tt also marked the end of his long career as
a great war-leader and “Rajah Ulu” or
“Inland Rajah”, but definitely not his lifel.

Rentap's power might have been broken

but he did not surrender. He and his

followers retreated 1o Bukit Lanjak and
then moved down 1o Entabai, Kanowit
where he died of old age sometime in
18705,

buried  but
honourably laid down to rest in a mortuary

However, he was not

Known as “Lumbong™ and his remains was
keptin ajar.

CONCLUSION

Rentap was a great leader who had the
fighting courage and bravery, talent and
ability in leading the attacks and defences
against the White Men's rule. In spite of
his limited manpower and inferior

weapons, Rentap and his force could go on
fighting for cight long vears and withstood
three onslaughts of the intuder’s
force.Rentap was indeed a man of
principle. He swore that he would never
see the face of a white man again. It was



The Building of Saribas
District Council is known as
Kubu Rentapy

Desan Panglima Rentap
Betong

|

DEWAN PANGLIMA RENTAP
BETONG




New memonial tomb of Rentap
at kit Sibau, Pakan

true that he never saw
any white man again
until his death. He met
several defeats but he
never  surrendered,
Although he had been
branded as a great
rebel leader by the
Brooke's Regime, he
wits actually a freedom
fighter and a
nationalist who fought
against the intruder. A
new memorial tomhb
was installed for him by
the State Government
of Sarawak as a token of
Rentap’s  fight  for
freedom and indepen-

dence  from  the
Brooke's Regime at
Bukit Sibau, Pekan on
28 October 1989, It was
declared open by Y.B.
Tan Sri Datuk Amar
Alfred  Jabu  ak
Numpang, the Deputy
Chief  Minister  of
Sarawak and Minister
for Agriculture and
Community
Development  The
Inscription of Rentap's
Plague at Bukit Sibau,
Pekan is in Appendix B
on page 119,

In Betong, he was well
remembered. The
Saribas District Council
Building, Dewan



Masyarakat Building and a town road are
all -d after this great man. The lounge
at Damai roon Hotel is known as
‘Rentap Lounge’. Rentap was declared as
one of the heroes of Sarawak by the State
Government of Sarawak on 27 July 1993.
His figure was protrayed in relief on a
plague around the base of the Heroes'
Monument at Museum Garden, Kuching.
Until today, Rentap is still being
considered as the most famous warrior and
obdurate opponent to Brooke Rule in the
history of Sarawak.

In order to promote tourism and to let the
people of Sarawak know more about the
history of Sarawak and its heroes, a
reenactment of Rentap and the baule of
Bukit Sadok was staged at Sarawak Cultural
Village on 17.5.1997. The re
which was part of the celebration of Gawai
Tourism Night had atracted not only the
foreign tourists but also a lot of our local
ty
1o know more the splendid history and the

nacument

population who were given an opport

heroes of Sarawak.

"AGI HIDUP, AGI NGELABAN!" (WHEN
THERE IS LIFE, THERE IS A FIGHT!)

With this most famous warcry of the Iban
fighters against the White Man Rule -
Brooke's Regime, it ended the write-up of

the history of the great warrior and hero of
Sarawak - Panglima Ren|

*Bujang Timbang” - the
cannon bearing the mark
1515 was wsed by Rentap to
defend Sadok from Rajah's
Jforce. It is worw placed at the
entrance of District Office
Betonyg since 1966,

Jalan Rentap, Betong.

The Lounge at Dawmai
Lagoon Hotel is named after
Rentap.



Appendix A
GENEALOGY OF RENTAP

Ninghan x Imbong

[ | |

Jarup Lepo Serini
(Ngemah) (Muput, Anap)

Rentap x Sawai
(Berinjan)

L

Tambong x Layang Ensimai x Chundau
(Simar)

I T 1

Subang x Munan Jehung x Sudang Ninghan  Tsut x Belawang Seman  Tuna
Lembaix Landan UmixSaga Nintx 1. Danggany Sendai x Latan Bansang x Lumi
/ / 2 Kudang
Lemix Edey  Saripah x Manggah 1 Belusok x 1.To Entagyx Dun Jabing x Lenta Jebie x Sendi Luyan x Pital - Ngitar x Kelu mek
nguang 2 Dang
3. Upan

Siti 1. Munan Puyang x Antas 1 Subang x Tom 1 Sudang 1 bsut (a) 1. Diana
2 Lucking 2 Keai x Rinta 2 Unggun Rentap 2 Julin
3. Lemok (e 3 Runan 2 Thomas
1. Melina 3 Dons
5. John 1 Susan

Based on the oral tradition of Puan Subang ak Dunggau, Rh. Jampi, Sg. Wuak, Pakan.



The Inscription of Rentap's Plague at Bukit Sibau, Pekan

“Herein lies the remains of the great Iban
warrior, named Libau. Also proudly known as
"Libau Panggau Dara, Rentap Tanah Kudi
Menoa”. He withstood the might of the Brooke
Regime forces in several battles. His wellknown
battles were at Bukit Sadok which is
approximately 44 kilometres, 141 degrees
southeast from Bukit Sibau, in the Sri Aman

wive of Skrang. During the e
s life., he joined sea raiding expeditio
with Ihan leader, Orang Kaya Pemanca D
Bayang of
successful so

ibas. Rentap then led ma

expeditions 1o achieve fame as a
chief war leader of Skrang.

Brooke became the Rajah of
September 1841, he declared
ring Saribas and Skrang Iban were

When Jame
Sarawak on 4

e

that the se:

pirates.

Rentap first met and fought the White Rajah at
Ketangan Peris in Skrang in August 1844, Early
in 1853 Rentap and his force attacked the
Brookes at Lintang Batang. above Nanga Skrang
where his son-in-law, Lavang. fought gallantly
and killed Alan Lee.

In August 1854, James Brooke with a large force
of 7.000 Dayaks and Malays d and over
ran Rentap at his stockade in Sungai Lang.
Rentap and his followers retreated strategically
to the top of Bukit Sadok.

On 2

April 1857, Charles Brooke, as
1-Charge of Fort James at Nanga
set an expeditionary force against
Rentap at Bukit Sadok. The Brooke forces
to overcome Rentap.

ailed

Towards the end of 1858, Charles Brooke and
his forces again attacked Rentap and his
followers' stronghold at Sadok. It was again a
failure.

In September 1861, Charles Brooke organised
the third expedition against Rentap. There were
heavy fightings between the two forces. Finally,
Charles Brooke and his force managed to
destroy Rer stronghold.

Rentap's power was eventually broken but he
did not officially surrender. He and some of his
followers retreated to Bukit Lanjak. From there
he moved down to Entabai, the branch of
Kanowit, then to Sungai Wak, Julau where he
died of old age sometime in 1870s.

He was given an honourable Iban burial custom
known as *Lumbong” by his followers and
family. Lumbong is a burial custom of keeping
the dead o ‘lay in state’ above the ground, and
kept from the weather specially constructed
hut on a hill.

This new memorial tomb (Lumbong Rentap)
was installed by the Sarawak Government in
token of Rentap’s fight for freedom from the
Brooke's regime and in remembrance of his
tion to defend the Iban traditional

way of life.

Lumbong Rentap was officially commemorated
by YB Datuk Amar Alfred Jabu k Numpang,
Deputy Chief Minister and Minister for
Agriculture and Community Development on
28 Octobter 1989, before a large crowd
consisting of Rentap’s descendants, Iban leaders
and other invited guests from all communities
throughout Sarawak”™.

Appendix B



Sawing

- Hero of Orang Ulu in Batang Rejang who was deadly

against Brooke's Rule

Relef figrane of
Sang ot Heroes
Monument
Museum Carden,
Kuching

I BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Sawing was born in Kanowit in the carly 19th
century. According to James Brooke's
Secretary Mr. Spencer St. John, Sawing had a
mix-blood of Ukit and Tanjung (Rajang)
tribes and, hence n Orang Ulu
This is confirmed by Tua Kampung Lenya

bin Jaro who is the tourth generation of
Sawing.

Sawing was described by the old folks in
mous leader who had a

Kanowit as their
strow d muscular body but short with

broad shoulder. He was very brave and

intelligent. He hated white men from
@ overseas because they came to Sarawak,

seized the land, imposed taxes and ruled

aver his people.

In order to find out more about the family
background of Hero Sawing, a field trip
was arranged 10 visit the offsprings of the
hero at Kampung Bedil, Kanowit on
10.6.1997. Based on the interview with Tua
Kampung Lenya bin Jero, the gencalogy of
the hero is appended below:-

SAWING

(born wn the early 18205 and died n December 1863)

DAUGHTER DAUGHTER
thoth borm an 18505 and names unknown)
|

SERIW

(barn i 18705)

KIRAK BIN SERIW JARO BIN SERIW
(both born sometimes in 1 %K)s )

|
LENYA BIN JARO
(horn n the year 1932)

According to Tua Kampung Lenya bin Jaro
who is a Melanau Rajang and a Christian,
the first Brooke's fort which was made of
bamboo and known as Kubu Betong
(Betong Bamboo Fort) was built at the
present site of Chinese Tuapekong Temple
at the Kanowit town centre. However,
when it was attacked by Sawing and his
followers in June, 185¢
burned down. The present fort called Fort

it was completely

Emma was built at the present site which is
on the higher ground along Jalan Kubu
towards the end of the year All the
building materials were contributed by the

various longhouses in the arca.



ASSASINATION OF BROOKE'S
OFFICIALS

After James Brooke scized the Rajahship
from the Brunei authority 1841, he
slowly expanded his territory from Kuching
to Lower Rejang in 1853 and he
completely controlled the whole of Batang
Rejang basin in 1861

Sawing was one of the close comrades of
Sherip Masahor, the Governor of Sarikei
who was deadly against the foreign rule
over his people. When James Brooke was
trying to exercise his influence in Batang
Rejang ar Sawing and his close
comrades, Skalai and Talip together with
their followers protected their strong fort
at Kabah, a tributary of Batang Rejang in
Ulu Kanowit against the intruders,

On 7 June 1859 Brooke
officials i.e. Mr. Charles Fox and Mr. Henry

when the
Steele were stationed at Fort Bamboo
Betong, Kanowit, they were being attacked
by Sawing and his followers from Kanowit
and Banyok. Mr. Charles Fox had been
supervising the digging of a trench outside
the fort while Mr. Henry Steele was inside
talking causually to two acquaintances, Abi
and Talip. Both Fox and Steele were
unarmed. Simultancously, Sawing and
Sakalai led a party of Kanowits and stabbed
Fox at the back while Talip struck at Steele
with his Parang. Steele managed to seize
the weapon which became entangled in
Talip's clothes, but Abi struck Steele from
behind and Killed him. A watchman at the
fort shot down one of the Kanowits, but
other fortmen gave up their arms and the
fort was captured and burnt down. The

L

heads of Fox and Steele were taken by
Sawing.

ATTACK BY BROOKE'S FORCE ON

While stationed at Fort James in Skrang,
Charles Brooke heard the news of the
killing of Mr. Fox and Mr. Stecle. At once,
he went back to Kuching and organised an
expedition to counter-attack Sawing's
force. Brooke's force proceeded to Sarikei
by river in July 1859 and from Sarikei they
attacked Sawing's force. When Brooke's
force arrived at Kanowit, Charles ordered

Artist mpression of the killing.
of Mr. Charles Fox and Mr.
Henry Steele at Kanowit in
June 1859 by Sawing and his
Jollowers.



Font Emma along Kubu Hood,
Kanownt It was buils in the
year INS9

The name plate of Fort
Ewma, Kanoins

his men to attack Sawing’s fort at Kabah.
Brooke's force numbering 3,000 failed o
penetrate Sawing’s stronghold. Sawing and
cd

his followers who fought bravely mana
1o defend his fort at Kabah from being
conquered by the intruders

Brooke's force retreated to Kanowit and
Later on, Charles Brooke organised a
second attack with more men and weapons
on Sawing. Although Sawing and his men
fought bravely and fiercely, they were

outnumbered and they could not fight the
enemy who had superior weapons. Sawing's
force was defeated and more than 100 of

his followers were killed. His fort at Kabah
was burned to the ground by Charles
kalai,

Brooke's force. However, Sawing, §
Talip and his followers did not
surrender and they escaped safely to a
longhouse which belonged 1o the Kayan
community in Belaga.

ATTACKS BY BROO!
KAYAN LONGHOUSE
The Kayvan community in Belaga hid

FORCE ON

Sawing and his followers and, at the
same time, they did not want to co-operate
with the intrader - Charles Brooke whao
wanted to impose his authority on the local
people there. When Charles Brooke knew
about it he was very angry. On 1551863,
Brooke organised an expedition which was
to be his most ambitous military action at
that tme and  was a  trivmphant
demonstration of the resurgent foreign
anthority of his government over the poor
and innocent Kavans. The torce numbered
over 15,000 in 500 boats. They travelled
over 200 miles upriver to Batang Rejang
On 1.6.1863 they reached Pelagus Rapids
and from there,they travelled further up.
After having overcome the notorious
Bakun Rapids, Charles Brooke and his
force decided to commence the return
journey. However, Brooke's force had no
merey on the local people. A few Kavans
were captured, many longhouses had been
burned down and many innocent Kavans
were killed. The Ka
but Sawing and his force stll managed 1o

15 suffered a big loss



v

escape from the enemy. Before departure,
one of the Kayans was given a Sarawak flag

and @ cannon ball o bring to the Kayan
Chief. Oyang Hang. He was also to convey

the message that Kayan territory had been
invaded by the intruder - Charles Brooke
because they had harboured the
nationalists Sawing, Sakalai and Talip in

their area

Just over 4 month after Charles Brooke's
return, Ovang Hang and his men arrived at
Kanowit bearing the flag - a symbol of
peace. The heads of Talip and Sakalai, the
former having been killed by Ovang Hang

himsell were handed over to Brooke's force:
there

In December, 1863, in order 1o avoid
further bloadshed of the innocent Kayan
people and the destruction of their
propetties by the Brooke's force, Sawing
surrendered himsell to the intruder
voluntarily, but Brooke had no mercy on
our hiero - Sawing. He was executed with a
Kris which was thrust between his
shoulders into his heart. Sawing laced
bravely to his death and due to his bravery,
Charles Brooke noted that " ... he died
like a man, however he may have lived, and
peace be 1o his ashes”.

KAMPUNG BEDIL, KANOWIT

Upon enquiry on the name of the

Kampung. Tua Kampung Lenya bin Jaro
said, “The Kampung was the original
settlement of Rajang community where
Sawing was born and fought against the
Brooke's Regime until he surrendered

himself to the intruder's authori
1863". At the later stage, Rajah C
Brooke sent a cannon to the village as a
sign of goodwill and friendship in between
his government and the local people after

LK Lenya bin Jaro ( at the
right) and the author of the
book (af the left)

Tua Kampung Lenya bin
Jaro and the cannon at
Kampung Bedil, Kanowit.



Chinese Tuapehong Temple,
Kanceest, The avyganal site of
Betong Bamboo Fort,
Kanount.

A section of Kaneunt Town
Centre (Photo taken on
106.1997 )

Sawing was killed and there was a complete
peace in the arca.

The cannon

handed over o Penghulu
Pagang bin Luming, the father-indaw of
Tua Kampung Lenya bin Jaro. From that
time onwards, the village was called
| Bedil. The headmanship was
then handed down to Penghulu Kirak bin
eriw when Penghulu Pagang bin Luming
died at the age of 95, Later on, when
rak died, the headmanship

Penghulu

was taken over by his younger brother Jaro
bin Seriw i.c. the father of Tua Kampung
Lenya bin Jaro. Kampung Bedil which is
about five minutes by longboat further

upriver from Kanowit has about 40 houses
with a population of about 350, the
y of them are Melanau Chris

najor ns
with a handful of Melanau Muslims. Tua
Kampung Lenya bin Jaro is trying to locate

the tomb or re

ains of Sawing but he is
uncertain whether his great grandfather
was killed and buried in Kanowit or in
Kuching. However, he
he wanted the remains of Sawing to be

d hopefully that

reburied gloriously as in the case of
Rentap at Pekan in 1989 or Rosli Dhoby at
Sibu in 1996 as the heroes of Sarawak if his

remains could be recovered, Well, let us
hope that the wish of Tua Kampung Lenya

bin Jaro may come true one of these days.

CONCLUSION

For the sake of defending the country
from being ruled by the foreigners, Sawing
and his supporters sacrificed their lives to
the intruders.

In the eves of the Brooke's rule, S.

wing
and his followers were rebels and
anti-Brooke rule but in the eves of all
Sarawakians, they were none other than
the carly nationalists who refused 1o be
ruled by the white men. On 27.7.1993,
lly declared as one of the

Sawing was offic

heroes  of awak by the State
Government. - His figure has been
portrayed in relief on a plague around the
base of the column of Heroes' Monument
at the Sarawak Museum Garden, Kuching.




Liu Shanbang

The Chinese Hero who refused to be ruled by the White Rajah

INTRODUCTION

Liu Shanbang was born in Kwang Tung
province in China sometime in 1800, At the
carly age of 20, he left China for overseas 1o
look for fortune. He went to Sambas,
Indonesia where he worked with Sam Tiau
Kow Goldmine for a few years. When the
Dutch authorities there treated the Chinese
miners badly, Liu Shanbang led a group of
miners and migrated from Sambas to Bau,
Upper Sarawak.

As a pioneer, Lin Shanbang organised the
Twelve Kongsi, a form of open government
based on a board partnership and
brotherhood at Bau Lama (Mau San) in the
1830s. He was commonly known as the Tai
Ko or big brother who always had the
welfare and interests of the miners and the
Twelve Kongsi at heart. Under his able
leadership, the Twelve Kongsi attracted
more miners from Sambas and the mining
operations of the Kongsi extended from Bau
Lama (Mau San) to Bidi, Paku dan
Tondong. By 1850, there v ibout 4,000
Chinese at the Bau Lam:

a,

Physically, Liu Shanbang was described as a
strong and tough man of more than 6 fect
tall. He kept a long pig-tail and always
carried along with him a Chinese sword and
an old-fashioned pistol. He was a Kung Fu
Master. According to a story, during any
fight, it was very difficult to defeat him, not
even two or three strong men could get near
him.

II. ESTABLISHMENT OF KONGSI

Liu Shanbang pioneered and established
the Twelve Kongsi at Bau Lama about eleven

vears earlier than the arrival of James Brooke
who seized the Rajahship of Sarawak from
the weak Pengiran Indera Mahkota in 1841,
Under his wise and able leadership, the
Kongsi formed the basis the miners political
and social movement. The Kongsi was an
instrument of self-government and the
district was an autonomous zone with its own
defined territorial jurisdiction, complete
with a_hierarchical structure, its own judicial
system and its own currency. It even flew its
own flags and the old flag poles still ren
to this day at the very historic Bau Lama site.
In short, the Kongsi was an independent
body which enjoyed political autonomy.

The relief figure of Liv
Shanbang at the Heroes
Momument, Museum
Ganden, Kuching.



Shetch plan showtng old
Bau Drstnct and the
roule taken by Chinese
wminers 1 attack and
retrrat Kuching.

sinimvan ® ¥ e Forani

/ Paku
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Bau (Mau San)
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BOATS
=3 - remReATING ROUTE BY
N L~ Pangkalan Tebang LAND

Sambas S~
Indonesia EY

However, when
James Brooke scized
control over Lower
Sarawak in 1841, he
imposed the
following demands
on the Kongsi as an
attempt to impose
control over it

(1) To pay tax
(Cukai Kepala) to
him based on the
actual population of
the Kongsi:

(2) To prohibit the
Kongsi from direct
importing and
trading with foreign
Countries in opinm,
wine and  other
goods: and

(31 To prohibit the
Kongsi from direct
exporting of gold
and other  local
products 1o other
foreign countries.

o the Chinese
miners,  Jumes
Brooke was a
usurper and an
oppressor who
seized power from
the helpless
Pengivan  Muda
Hashim. the Brunei
Sultan’s represen-
tative in Kuching.



assic exhibition
nd the creation of
misunderstanding between Pengiran Indera
Mahkota, the nominal ruler of Sarawak from
Brunei and Pengiran Muda Hashim. Being &
usurper who always had an ambition to
expand his territory, James Brooke was not
satisfied as the Rajah of Kuching only. He

of gunboat diplomacy

started to interfere with the
administration of the Kongsi in Bau with a
view to expand his territory and to exercise
his control over the mineral-rich district in
Upper Sarawak.

1830-1857.

i
i

s o 8% Yoo+ E-

In 1852, James Brooke extended his

jurisdiction over the Kongsi even though he

had no direct control over Bau (Upper
Sarawak) at that time. He sent his forces to
arrest a criminal hiding in the Kongsi arca
and, hence, he punished the miners by
ordering them to build Belidah Fort near
Siniawan, The Kongsi was even asked to pay
wages to James Brooke's men who were
posted at the Fort 1o spy on the activities and
movements of the Kongsi. In January 1857,
the Kongsi was fined $150.00 for illegally

Artist impression of Mau San
(Bau Lawma) in the year



smuggling opium to Bau without the
permission from James Brooke.,

In 1856, James Brooke went a step further
He wanted to seize control of the gold
mining industry from the Chinese miners.
Indirectly he influenced the Borneo
Company Limited to force the Kongsi to
give up its right to the Comy
Brooke's interference upset the pe
Kongsi in its own world at Bau.

L James
ace of the

HLATTACK BY THE KONGSI ON KUCHING
The Chinese miners did not want a foreign

power to administer their own Kongsi and
they did not want to pay taxes or 10 adhere
to the various unjust and unfair restrictions
imposed on them by the intruder. They
wanted the Kongsi's old ife

style to be continued. In order to tea

ambitious usurper a fatal lesson, Liu
Shanbang and his men planned an attack on
KRuching. On 18 February 1857, about 600
armed  Chinese miners under the
leadership of Liu Shanbang assembled at
Bau Lama (Mau San). Then they marched
ngkalan Bau and headed down to

over o 1
Kuching by longboats. Shortly after
midnight, they arrived at Kuching. invaded
the town and occupicd the buildings
belonging to James Brooke and his men.

During the attack, James Brooke cowardly
avoided fighting and swam his way across a
small river from Astana to escape to his
trusted official in order to save his own life,
The Chinese miners set fire o the Astana
Buildings and the fire awoke Kuching Town.
In the morning of 19 February 1857, Liu
Shanbang liberated Kuching from the
usurper — James Brooke. That afternoon,
Brooke's men were summoned to the Court

House by Liu Shanbang and during the
discussion, it was learned that Charles
Brooke, the nephew of the intruder was in
Simanggang (Sri Aman) and certainly would
bring his warriors to avenge the White
Raji
of being attacked and that his mission to

h's death. In view of the possible danger

punish the intruder had been achieved, Liu
Shanbang decided to retreat from Kuching
to Bau on the condition that there should be
no attempt by the Brooke's men to pursue
them
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At noon on 21 February 1857, the Chinese
force retreated up-stream but it was
by a group loyal to J:
Chinese miners halted their retreat and

collected more men from Ba
punishment on Kuching Town for breaking
the promise.

On 22 February 1857, James Brooke
returned to Kuching and found the
liberators had come back in full force. James
Brooke tried to attack them but he was
soundly defeated by the liberators.

On 23 February 1857, Charles Brooke
arrived from Skrang together with his force.
The Borneo Company’s armed steamer “Sir
James Brooke” also returned from her
regular voyage from Singapore. James
Brooke boarded the ship together with

Charles and his force. As soon as the steamer
wrned her guns on the town, the Chinese
miners retreated by land to Lidah Tanah
and then further upstream to Siniawan
stationed their forces on the
hilly area of Jugan near Siniawan.

where they

’. DEATH OF THE HERO LIU

Charles Brooke led his force to attack the
Chinese miners at Jugan in Siniawan area.
Liu Shanbang and his men fought fiercely
and bravely to defend their territory but the

Chinese miners were out-numbered and Liu

Shanbang himself was gunned down at the
site of the present Liu Shanbang Temple at
Jugan. The hero died gloriously on or about

24 February 1857 at the age of 57. In actual
fact, Liu Shanbang became the de facto Rajah
of Sarawak for 5 days from 19 1o 23 February

1857,

Upon the death of their hero, the Chinese
miners had no mind to fight but retreated
from Jugan to Buso and then back to Bau
while James Brooke's force followed. The
Chinese paused at Bau to collect their
familics and portable belongings in order to
escape to Sambas, Indonesia. Many Chinese
perished on the journey. For those who
reached Sambas, many were killed or
rounded up by the Dutch authorities there.

While in Bau, Brooke's forces were very
cruel and inhuman. They had no mercy for
the Chinese. They killed all Chinese on sight
and upturned the Kongsi headquarters at
Bau Lama (Mau San). The remaining
Chinese families retreated either into the
Ghost Cave or fled into the jungle. His force
set fire at the entrance of the Ghost Cave. It
ed at least a few hundred women
and children were cither burned or

was estim.

suffocated to death in the Ghost Cave and
about two thousand people were killed in
and around the Bau Lama area.

A painting showing the
Chinese winers attacking
Astana, Kuching on
19.2.1857



Liu Shanbang’s altar at
Jugan. Simsanan

V. MAIN CAUSES OF FAILURE OF

ANTI-RAJAH MOVEMENT

About 600 armed Chinese miners under the
leadership of Liu Shanbang staged the
Anti-Rajah  Movement.  Although it
succeeded at the first instance, it was
defeated within a period of one month.
Based on the various events which took place
during the liberation, we 1 analyse the

causes of the failure as follows:

(1) With the exception of a very few of the
miners who were members of Triad Society,
most of them were poor and illiterate
immigrants from China. They left China for
anyang (South East Asia) in the hope of

earning enough money o retrn to China
Due to lack of proper military training, lack
of good weapons and no proper planning,
the Kongsi organised a poor show. They
knew how to attack but they hardly planned
for the defence.

(2) Twelve Kongsi, Bau was not supported by
other Kongsis in West Kalimantan, Indonesia
in the Anti-Rajah Movement. Even the
Kongsis in West Kalimantan were involved in
the Inter-Kongsi war with each other. When
the defeated Chinese miners from Bau fled

across the border, many of them were even
killed by the Kongsi miners there.

(3) There was no support whatsoever from
Manchu Government from China.
weak especially after the opinm war with the
United Kingdom in 1842,

“hina was

(4) Chinese miners from Bau Kongsi had no
support from other Chinese especially in
Kuching and its surrounding areas. Chinese
in Kuching. mostly businessmen and
farmers, did not bother at all about the
liberation. They did not give any support to
Liu Shanbang. On the other hand, they gave
all possible assistance to the Rajah and his

men. Even before the Anti-Rajah Movement,
friendly Chinese reported to Rajah’s men
thit Bau Kongsi was organising a coup d'etat.

(5) Chinese miners could not communicate
well with the natives especially in the native
languages. The Kongsi did not bother to get
the support from the natives in the coup.
Rajah’s "Divide and Rule” tactics had
successfully organised a Dayak force from
Second Division (Sri Aman Division) of
Sarawak to banish the Chinese miners force
and




(6) The timely arrival of the armed Borneo
Sir James Brooke' from
Singapore and the Skrang Dayak force led by
Charles Brooke at Kuching were the two
main factors which defeated the Chinese
force.

Company steame!

Chinese Rebellion in 1857 has become part
and parcel of the history of Sarawak. It

eveals to us that the Rajah’s intention was
» divide and rule wak” and at the
same time 1o enrich himsell from various

wpes of taxes collected from the
Sarawakians. Those who refused to be ruled
and refused to pay tax would either be killed
or driven ot of Sarawak.

I'he failure of the Anti-Rajah Movement led
by Liu Shanbang left a black mark in the
history of Sarawak to get rid of the White
Man’s rule, The Rajah’s “divide and rule”
tactics had clongated his kingdom in
Sarawak for about 100 years. The
au San (Bau
Lama) had not much historical landmarks

headquarters of the Kongsi at M

left because the buildings were burnt down
during the attack by the Rajah's force. "Tai
Parit” (Big Drain) where tons of gold were
being extracted by the Chinese miners had
her name changed to “Tasik Biru” (Blue
Lake). The damaged Kongsi Flag Post still
Teftat Mau San, Bau until today.

VI. CONCLUSION
In the eves of the White Rajah, a hundred
and forty years ago, Liu Shanbang was a
rebel who led a Chinese rebellion against

the Brooke regime. Now Sarawak has
1 Malaysia
for more than thirty four years from the

British Colonial Rule, it is timely to clarify

achieved her independence with

Liu Shanbang Temple at
Jugan Siniawan, Bau.

D Liu Shanbang's tomb on the

vight hand side of the temple
af Jugan Siniazwan. No towb
stone is being evected.



Bkt Beirdah, Sinsawan
the hestary fort 15 no more
there

The vemaiming part of
Kongw Hag Vst at Mau
San (Bau Lama)

that Liu Shanbang was actually not a rebel at
all but a freedom fighter and an carly
nationalist who did not want foreign rules.
He died for the sake of defending the rights
of Sarawakians and safeguarding the
sovereignty of the State of Sarawak. He is
therefore a hero and a great leader who
sacrificed his own life for the people and the
country against the foreign intruder and.
therefore, he must be respected and
remembered forever and ever. Lin Shanbang
might have died but his  patriotic spirit is
always in the hearts of all Sarawakians. A
temple was built in his honour at Jugan,
Siniawan where he died. He is now a local
Chinese Deity (Shen) and is worshipped by
the Chinese community in Sarawak for
guidance and protection against any ill-
influence

On 27 July 19
declared by the Stte Government as one of
the heroes in Sarawak. His figure has heen

Liu Shanbang was officially

portraved in telief on a plague around the
base of the column of Heroes' Monument so
that the present and future generation will
Tecognis

of the heroes of Sarawak. In Kuching, a road

tespect and remember him as one

in between Mile 6 Roundabout and Kota
Padawan is named after the hero and it s
now known as [alan Liu Shanbang. The
history and the role of Liu Shanbang in
Chinese Rebellion 1837 should be rectified

as follows:

“Lin Shanbang, the head of Chinese
Liberation Foree in the year 1857, was 4 true

freedom fighter, a nationalist and a great
hero who sacrificed his life in defending the
sovercignty of Sarawak against a foreign

usurper — ames Brooke”



Rosli bin Dhoby
- Malay Hero who refused to be ruled by British Colonialism

INTRODUCTION

Rosli bin Dhoby was borm in Sibu in the year
1932, At the of 17, Rosli bin Dhoby was a
studentteacher and he was an active member
of Sibu-based Malay Youth Movement
(Gerakan Pemuda Melayu.)

Rosli bin Dhoby made a heroic history on
$.12.1949 when he headed the Rukun 13
(Black Crow Group) who killed Mr. Duncan
Stewart, the second Colonial Governor of

Sarawak. Being an idealistic young man, Rosli
Dhoby believed that he could end the
colonial rule by killing the Governor. In the
end, he was hanged on 2.3.1950 for his

patriotic act to the country.

After 46 vears, the remains of Rosli bin Dhoby
nely
g

together with three other comrades na
Morsidi Sidek, Bujang Suntong and /
Ramli were exhumed from the Kuching
Central Prison and reburied at their birth
place in Sibu on 2 March 1996,

THE CESSION OF SARAWAKAS A
BRITISH COLONY

On 8 February 1946, soon after the liberation
from the Japanese Occupation, Sir Charles
Vyner Brooke, the third White Rajah of
on that

Sarawak announced in a prockama
Sarawak was to become a British Colony. The

authoritative and arrogant attitude of Sir
Charles Viner Brooke to decide the destiny of
the people of Sarawak bewildered the
majority of Sarawakians.

However, on this occasion, many Sarawakians
disagreed. The people of Sarawak were very
reluctant o have their future arranged in so
arbitary 4 manner, and the Malay National
Union organised a major protest against the

cession.

In order to ascertain the public opinion upon
the issue of cession, two Members of the
British Parliament namely the honourable
Mr.D.R. Rees Williams and Mr. L.D.
Gammans visited Sarawak in March 1946.
Hawever, based on their findings, there was

sufficient approval over the subject of cession
10 be brought up before the Council Negri
even though most of the locals did not fully
understand what cession meant.

The motion over the cession was subsequently
debated for three days in the Council Negri.
The Bill of Cession was read for the third time
on 17 May 1946 and was passed with a slender

The detail of voting in Council Negri on
51046 is in Appendix A on page 148.

Rasli bin Dhoby



Antscessiom demonstration

Ants cevsiamists formed the
Jigure @ an protest of the
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III. THE ANTI-CESSION MOVEMENT

By an Order-In-Council, Sarawak became a
British Colony on 1 July 1946. The passing of
the Cession Bill caused bitterness and
dissatisfaction among the local population,
They joined forces with members of the
Malay National Union to form a surong and
vocal movement against the cession which
claimed to have no less than 35,000 members
in Sarawak. Most anticessionists were Malays
who were mostly government servants and
teachers, denounced cession as being illegal
and demanded a restoration of Sarawak as an
independent state.

An anti-cession rally was organised at the
Central Padang (now called Padang
Merdeka) in Kuching and it was attended by
about 15,000 people.

IV. CIRCULARNO.9

Embarrassed by the true feelings of the
anti-cessionists and their loyal activities
towards their own land, the Colonial
Government of Sarawak issued a circular,
known as * Circular No. 9 * on 10 December
1946, signed by Mr. CW. Dawson, the Chief
Secretary to Sarawak Colonial Government.
The said Circular is reproduced below:-

SECRETARIAT CIRCULARNO. 9/1946
In view of the political change in the
status of Sarawak by which on 1 July 1946,
it became a Crown Colony, His Excellency
the Governor has directed that this
Circular should be sent to all Government
officers on the Establishment.

(a) Government expects and require absolute
loyalty from all its servants.

(b) Since there is no question of any change
in the present regime or any reversion to
Brooke Rule, Government will not permit
or tolerate association by its servants
with any activities designed to keep alive
the question of cession.

There will be no victimisation for any
speech or act of any Government servant
in the past relating to the question of
cession, but ecach Government servant
must now make up his mind whether he
wishes to serve the present Government
loyally and faithfully or not.

(

B

(d) If you do not fe

(¢) Any Government servant in future who

1 that you wish to
continue in the Government Service
under these conditions, you should
form your Resident, District Officer, or
Head of Deparument, as the case may be,
before 31 December 1946, and he will
advise you as to the course you should
pursuc.

associates himself with any activity
designed to keep open the question of
cession or commits any act of deliberate
disloyalty to Government will render
himself liable to instant dismissal.

You are asked to acknowledge receipt by
signing the attached slip and returning
the slip at once to your local Head of
Department or District Officer.

C.W.DAWSON
Chief Secretary
Kuching, 10 December 1946.
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THE KILLING OF BRITISH COLONIAL
GOVERNOR

The spirit of nationalism culminated with the
conspiracy of the 13 members of Malay Youth
Movement who met at a building at Jalan
Queensway, Sibu on 2121949 10 get rid of
the Colonial Governor and other officials,

The anticessionist activities climaxed with an
incident which ok place in Sibu on

3.12.1949 when the second British Governor
of the Colony of Sarawak was assasinated.

Rosli bin Dhoby appeared 10 be his normal
self on that day. No one hardly knew. not
even his sister Hajah Yak Fatimah,
was a burning desire in him to end the
colonial rule in Sarawak. He chose that day to
send the message 1o the British Government

there

that it was time for Sarawak to achieve
seltrule and independence.




Before 9.00 am. on 3.12.1949, Sibu residents
were all prepared to welcome Mr. Duncan
Stewart, the second Colonial Governor of
Sarawak who was on his first visit to the town.
Accompanied by the Resident of Third
Division (Sibu Division), Mr. J.C.H. Barcroft,
his Private Secretary, Mr. T. St. |. Dilks and
District Officer, Sibu, Mr. Waine, the
Governar was greeted by a long line of
students waving British and Sarawak F]
along Bridge Road(the present Bujang
Suntong Road in Sibu). During the
welcoming ceremony, Rosli Dhoby and
Morshidi Sidek were in the midst of the
crowd. Morshidi Sidek pretended to be a
Rosli Dhoby was well
prepared o wait for the right time and right
place to kill the Colonial Governor. At around

s

camera-man wh

9,30 aam. and as soon as the Governor was

directly in front of him, Rosli Dhoby took out
his Badik (a traditional poisonous dagger)
and stabbed the Governor's abdomen. Rosli’s
comrade, Morshidi Sidek who was also nearby
tried to assault Mr. Dilks but unfortunately he
was quickly apprehended by Mr. Barcroft and
the nearby Singh Policeman.

Meanwhile, the Governor was in critical
condition when he was brought to Lau King
Howe Hospital, Sibu. The next moming, the
Governor was flown to Singapore for
treatment. However, he died of injuries on
10.12.1949 exactly seven days after the fatal
incident.

The incident gave the Colonial Government
an opportunity (o use strong-arm tactics
against the leaders and followers of the

LEFT = *Get out of Sarauik
or you die!® shouted Rasli
Dholry when he stabled Mr.
Duncan Stewart 1o death in
Sibu om 3.12.1949.

RIGHT ~ The victim of
Hritish Colonialism - Mr.
Duncan Stewart, the 2nd
British Colonial Gavernor of
Sarauak.




Colomal “murder” of
nationalivm in Sansiak
HRosli ban Dholry under arvest

movement by imprisoning and executing a
number of those involved in the asassination.
The case was heard by the British Colonial
judges at Second Circuit Court, Sibu headed
by Mr. D. R. Lascelles from 15.12.1949 10
16.2.1950. As expected by all Sa
decision was a death sentence to the four
so-called "murderers” by the British Colonial

kians, the

master on our heroes, The decision of course
was not justified as at the time of conviction,
Rosli Dhoby was not even 17 years old. In
England, the law did not allow any person to
be hanged if the age of the person convicted
was under 18, Morcover, no counsel of their
choice was allowed 10 defend our heroes and
by any standard the trials were shabby and
highly vindictive in many ways. However, our

hero Rosli Dhoby was asked 1o pay for the
death of the second Colonial Governor.

The four Malay heroes were Rosli bin Dhoby
and Monsidi bin Sidek who were hanged on
2.3.1950 while Bujang bin Suntong and
Awang Ramli bin Haji Matsaruddin (Amit)
were executed on 23.3.1

The following Rosli's comrades were
imprisoned:-

Name Period of
Imprisonment
1. Abang Han hin 15 years
Abang Ahmad
2. Momi bin Junid 10 years
3. Osman bin Dollah 10 years




4. Chek bin Othman
Mohammad

5. Abang Haji Ahmad bin
Abuang Abu Bakar

6 Awang Othman
bin Awang Ahimad

7. Wan Zain bin
Tuanku Abdullah

S, Wan Ahmad bin
Tuanka Ibrahim

9. Ba't bm Adis

10. Mustapha bin
Takip

Morsids Sudek,

e 24
Member of Gagak Hitam (Savap Pergerakan
Pemuila Melayu)

10 years

7 years

5 years

5 vears

2 years

2years

2veans

Five others were detained for three weeks:-

. Wan Abu Bakar bin Tuanku Haji
Mohammad

. Wan Hassan bin Tuanku Abdullah
Wan Hashim bin Tuanku Ibrahim
Jamaluddin bin Haji Idris

\jid bin Amir Khan

3.
4+

Tragically though the anti-cessionist
movement had to end, it did indicate a new
and healthy concern by the people of
Sarawak upon events which had so significunt
a bearing on their future. hotive of
Malay Youth Movement, Sibu was to topple

The

Auvsstig Ramli bin H). Matsaruddin (Awat) Bujang Suntang,
Age 38 Age: 58
Leader of Rukun 13 (Sayap Bapa Pergerakan Member of Rukun 13

Pewuda Melayu),



Buang Suntong Road, Sibu

Morssds Sidek Road, Sibu.

Awang Rawhs Amut, Road,

Sibu

Once the duelling howse of
Rasli bin Dhoby at Kawpung
Hilis, Sibw

ot s D Sl L0 G ATR  ue TR
JLN. AWG. RAMLI AMIT
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the British Colonial rule and to gain
independence for Sarawak. Although the
Killing of Mr. Duncan Stewart did not gain

independence for Sarawak, the incident
served to motivate and incite people
elsewhere to resist and to end the colonal
nule.

In Malava, the courage and patriotism of
Rosli bin Dhoby and 15 others had won the
highest admiration by the voung Malavs
there. They fought for independence which
was eventually matenalised on 3181957, As
tegard (o the injustice imposed on Rosli bin
Dhoby and others, our finst Prime Minister of
Malaysia, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra A Ly
critcised the British authority for changing
the law when he was the Deputy Public
Prosecutor in the Atomey General's office in
Kuala Lumpur in December, 1946, He said,
“The Law had been changed by the British
Authority to inflict capital punishment on
youths under 20 years. So Rosli bin Dhoby
only 17, and the others, had to pay the
extreme penalty imposed by the new law - the
death sentence. As every lawyer knows, any

law make rewospective in criminal offences is

a bad law”

Tunku admired the bravery and patriotism
demonstrated by Rosli bin Dhoby and his
comrades. He said, "Their action had kindled
the flame of pauiotism in the hearts of the
Malay people and fresh a new spirit of
independence. If it were not for the sacrifice
made by these brave men who died for
Sarawak, probably the Malays in the
Peninsula would not have striven so hard for
the high ideal of independence, nor shown
such readiness to make similar sacrifice”.
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VL LAST LETTER OF ROSLIDHOBY

Belore the execution, Rosli Dhoby wrote a
dated March 1, 1950, to his family and
es. Below is the English uanslation of
the letter:

Dear Father and Mother whom 1 respect and obey
and lave every day and night.

1 bid you farewell before my terrible death. Do
not always remember it and do not grieve over it
as it is fated and I cannot avoid or deny it
anymaore.

Take care of brother and sister and all our family
members - give them education be it “sunna” or
“fardhu”. Please forgive me for all my
wrongdoings from the day I was born to my
dying days. Bless all the food and drinks that I
have consumed. Drape my remains with
Sarawak’s colours. All my writing materials,
books and clothes, I give them to adik Aini...
Send my regards and 1 seek forgiveness from all
family members.

Remember to always do good deeds and never
forget to prray to prepare for the next world.

Regards from your son,
Rosli Dhoby

Rosli's Last Letter



Hajah Yak Fatimah reading

out the contenss vf Rnli's

WAL Sern wnth her were hey

nephesss Encsk Bolhassan
(left) andd Encik Ros

Hajah Yak Fatimah bt Dhoby, aged 67, from
Kampung Bandung, Sibu was the only
surviving sister of Rosli Dhoby. During the
sending-off ceremony of the remains of the
four heroes at Central Prison, Kuching on
2.3.1996, she shed tears of joy after fulfilling
the 46 year-old wish of her heroic

brother - Rosli bin
Dhoby. After reading
out the contents of
Rosli's will, she said,
“Thank you very
much to all those
involved for making
the last wish of my
brother a reality i.e.
burial ceremony be
conducted in full
state colours.”

The last wish of our
hero was not only
tulfilled but also he
was honoured with
the presence of a
long line of local
dignitaries headed by
Y.B. Datuk Haji
Adenan Haji Satem.
the State Minister for
Social Development
and Dawk Haji
Mohd. Taha Ariffin,
the Deputy State
Secretary of Sarawak.
His remains together
with the remains of
Morsidi Sidek,
Bujang Suntong and Awang Ramli were
draped with the present Sarawak flag (not the
colonial state flag which they disliked during
the colonial rule), escorted out from the
Central Prison ground, Kuching and flown
back to their home town - Sibu for reburial.




VIL

HOME BURIAL FOR
HEROES AFTER 46 YEARS
After 46 years, the remains of
our heroes, Rosli Dhoby,
Morsidi Sidek,  Bujang
Suntong and Awang Ramli
were exhumed from the
Central Prison, Kuching and
reburied at the cemetery of
Masjid An Nur Sibu on
2.3.1996.

The exhumation and reburial
of the remains on 2.3.1996

were 1o coincide with the date
on which the four men were
hanged at the Central Prison,
Kuching in March 1950. After
the execution, the four men
were  buried  within the
compound of the Central
Prison. In order to avoid
demonstrations and protests
famile
and the anticessionists at t

by members of thei

time, the British Colonial
Government purposely
forbade the bodies to be
taken out but to bury them
within the compound of the
Central Prison without any
identification mark.

Recently  due o the
opment of the area, the
Government felt that it
was inappropriate for our

carly nationalists to remain
‘imprisoned’ even after they
were being executed 46 years

The rewains of Rasli Dhoby,
Morsidi Sidek, Hugang
Suntang and Awang Ramli
were still "imprisoned”
within the compound of
Central Prisom, Kuching for
46 yoars after being hanged to
death in March 1950,

The remains of Rosti Dhoby
weas taken out from Central
Privon, Kuching on
23,1996 after being buried
there for 46 years



The vemarns of Rosly Dhobry
was esconted ot from Central
Prison Kuching on

23 199

Central Prvon, Kuching,

ago. With the consent of the
members of their families, it

wats agreed to exhume and
rebury the remains of the four

heroes in Sibu,

The exhumation process
1996 and the
remains were later placed

started on 27,

inside caskets, draped in state
colowrs in accordance with the
last wish of Rosli Dhoby., i.c.
“Drape my remains with
Sarawak’s colours”

On 2.1
aame, a "Doa Selamat’ was

1996 at around 7.40

performed at the Central
Prison,  Kuching.  The
ceremony was attended by the
Minister for Social
Development, Datuk Haji
Adenan Haji Satem and
Deputy State Secretary, Datuk
I Mohd. Taha Anffin. The
remains were then camed out
from the prison ground 1o
Padang Merdeka where they
were flown back to Sibu by
Nuri helicapters around 9.00
a.m. In Sibu, some 2,000
prople waited at the Prison
Football Field at Jalan Awang
Ramli where the remains of
the four heroes arrived at
10.00 a.m. from Kuching by
two Nuri helicopters. Alter
some religious rites, the
remains were reburied side by
side at the cemetery of Masjid
An Nur, Sibu.




Members of the families,
Y.B. Datuk Haji Adenan Haji
Satem, Datuk Haji Taha
Ariffin and the local
communities later per-
formed the “Merenjis Air
Mawar”™ (blessing) at the
new ground. After the
ceremony, Y.B. Datuk Haji
Adenan Haji Satem said,
“Every Sarawakian should be

proud of the four heroes
becse they had given their
lives o fight for
independence. It is not right
to bury our heroes in a

prison vard! A mausoleum
will be built for the four
heroes in Sibu.”

Masjid An Nur, Sibu.

The remains of the four heroes
were reburied at the burial
ground at Masjid An Nur,
Sibu on 2.3.199%.

VIII. CONCLUSION

In the eyes of the Colonial

Government, Rosli bin Dhoby
inal who led a
group of Sibu-based Gerakan
Pemuda Melayu to kill the
sccond Colonial Governor,
Mr. Duncan S tin 1949.
Now Sarawak has achieved
independence within Malaysia
from the British Colonial rule,

was a ¢

the brave loyal action staged
by Rosli bin Dhoby against the
British Colonial rule should
be highly praised. Rosli bin
Dhoby was actually not a
criminal or murderer at all
but a freedom fighter against




New tombs of the Heroes at the cemetery of Masjid An Nur, Sibu.

TOP LEFT SIDE
The tomb of Ronds bas Dhodry

TOP RIGHT SIDE
The tomb of Morsidi ben
Sudek

BOTTOM LEFT SIDE
The Tomb of Awang Ramii
ban Amit

BOTTOM RIGHT SIDE
The tombs of Bupang ban
Suntong




the British Colonial
Rule. He was in fact an
carly nationalist who
did not want a colonial
rule. He died for the
sake of defending the
rights and sovereignty
of Sarawak.

Rosli bin Dhoby is
therefore a hero and a
great leader who dared
to sacrifice his own life
for the people and the
country against British
Colonialism. In order
1o honour his patriotic
spirit and safeguarding
the sovereignty ol
Sarawak, a secondary
school along Sibu New
Airport Road  was
named alfter the hero -
Rosli bin Dhoby. On
27 July 1993, Rosli bin
Dhoby was officially
declared by the State
Government of Sarawak
as one of the heroes of

Sarawak. Even  his

comrades  namely
Morsidi Sidek, Bujang
Suntong and Awang
Ramli are well
remembered 0o,
Roads, schools and
other public places in
Sibu are named after
them.

The remains of Rosli Dholy,
Awang Raml, Bujang
Suntong and Morsids bin
Sidek were escurted to Padang,
Mendeka, Kuching on
2.3.1996 before being sent to
Sibu by Army helicopters

A secondary school situated
along new Airport Road, Sibu
is named afer Rasli Dhoby in
the 19705,



APPENDIX A

DETAIL OF VOTING ON CESSION.

The list of names of supporting/objecting the cession in the Council Negri on 17.5.1946 is as follows:-

LIST OF NAMES SUPPORTING CESSION LIST OF NAMES AGAINST CESSION

I B Archer 1. JO.Gillben

2. G.E. Gascoigne Ditmas 2. W.PNLL Ditmas

3. LD Kennedy 3. Abang Openg Abang Safice

1 BJLC Spurway 4. Abang Kiprawi

5 JCH. Brancrofi 5. Abang Samsuddin

6. RE Edwards 6. Daw Patinggi Abang Haji Abdillah

7. Datu Pahlawan Abang Haji Mustapha Dat 7. Abang Abu Abang Haji Latip
Hakin Abang Moasili B Daw Zin

8 Dat Amar Abang Sulaiman bin Abang - Abang Haji Draup

10, Abang Ali

11, Datu Tuanku Mohamad

Haji Taha
9. Daw Menteni Encik Zain Mohamad

10 Haji Nawawi |12 Abang Mustapha
1 Tan Bak Lim |13 Revd PALIL Howes
120 Father A Mulder 14, Philip Jitam

15, D.M. Deen
16, Edward Jerah

13, Temenggong Koh

1. Bennet Jarraw

15 J. Owen

16, Khoo Peng Loong

17 Abang Almad

18, Abang Haji Abdul Rahim

19, Dat Hakim Abang Haji Mohidin

NOT PRESENT

Ong Hap Leong

Tse Shuen Sung
“D. Adams




Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj
The National Hero and Father of Malaysia (1903-1990)

n

1.

INTRODUCTION
Perhaps some readers may wonder why the
State Government of Sarawak included the firs
Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tunku Abdul
Rahunan Putra AlHaj as one of the heroes in
the Heroes' Monument at Sarawak Museum

Garden, Kuching. The best answer is to quote
the speech of the Chiel Minister of Sarawak

YAB Datuk Patinggi Tan Sni (Dr.) Haji Abdul

Taib Mahmud during the official opening of
Heroes' Monument at Sarawak Museum
Garden on 27 July 1993,

"Today on our 30th Anniversary, we have
named cight heroes, Datn Merpati Jepang,

Sherip Masahor, Panglima Rentap, Sawing,
Liu Shanbang, Pehin Setia Raja, Datu
Patinggi Ali and Rosli Dhoby, We cannot
help but say it is only complete if we put lll(‘
name of 9th hero at the Tugu Pahlawan’.
would like Tunku to be with the other eight
heroes of Sarawak who have sacrificed their

lives to fight the terrorists and other threats
to our country at this Tugu’. It is therefore
timely for us to install Tunku's statue and his
posture of declaring Merdeka as the 9th
hero of Sarawak because 1know Tunku loves
Sarawak very much”.

PERSONAL BACKGROUND
Yang Amat Mulia Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra
AlHaj was the twelveth child of Sultan Abdul
Hamid Halimshah, the wsenty-fourth ruler of
Kedah. Tunku was naturally born as a pri

Alor Setar, Kedah on 8.
genealogical tree of Tunku Abdul Rahman
family is in Appendix A on page

When Tunku was 17 years old, he left Malaya
for England to study at the University of

Cambridge where he
Bachelor of Art degree (BA) in 1926. He then

was graduated with a

returned  home and  served as  a
government officer in Kedah Civil Service.

During the Japanese Occupation of Ma
from 1941-1945, Tunku served as Assistant
District Officer of Kulim and District Officer of
Padang Terap, Kedah. After the second World
War, he retumed to England (o study laws. He
was called to the Bar from the Inner Temple in
1948. In 1949 when Tunku was 46 years old, he
qualified himself as a lawyer and returned to
the country to take up the post of Deputy
Public Prosecutor in Kuala Lumpur.

Tunku Abdul Rahman

Putra Al-Haj - The National
Hero and Father of Malaysia
(Photo taken in carly 193(05)



Tunku Abdul Rahman and
the first Yang di Pertuan Ky
Agong n 1957

In 1951, Tunku Abdul Rahman became the
President of United National
Organisation (UMNO). He worked very hard in
order o unite all the races in the country and,
later on, he led the people of Malaya in the
fight of independence from the British
authority.

The proudest moment for Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra Al-Haj was on 31.8.1957 when
he, as the Prime Minister of Malaya, declared

the country a free and
independent country
and on 16.9.1963, he,
as the Prime Minister
of Malaysia, declared
the federation which
included  Sarawak,
Sabah, Singapore and
Peninsular Malaya as

an independent
country, However, he
retired on 21
September 1970 and
Tun Abdul Razak bin
Hussein took over the
post of Prime Minister.

MI. FORMATION OF
MALAYSIA
On ¢ 961, Tunku
Abdul Rahman, the
Prime  Minister  of

Malaya, addressed a
luncheon meeting
of the Foreign €
pondent Association
on South East Asia in
Singapore.

e

In his speech, he remarked. "Sooner or later,
Malaya should have an understanding with
Britain, the people of Singapore, North Bomeo
(Sabah), Brunei and Sarawak. It is premature
for me to say how this closer undenstanding can
be brought about, but it is inevitable that we
should look ahead to this objective and think of
a plan whereby these termitories can be brought
closer together in politics and economic
cooperation”.



The proposal centred upon the formation of
Malaysia, a federation to include N
gapore, North Bomeo (Sabah), Brunei and
Sarawak. This proposal had in fact changed the
whole course of Sarawak’s future from a British
colony to an independent state within
Malaysia,

In November 1961, Tunku Abdul Rahman
visited Britain and agreed with the British

Government th commission should be

appointed to enquire into the wishes of the
Bormeo people.

The Commission of Enquiry headed by Lord
Cobbold was appointed to ascertain the

"

Tunku Abdul Rahwman proclaiming Malaya's Independence on 31.8.1957

feelings of the people of Borneo. The
commission arrived in Kuching on 19.2.1962
and ended the enquiry on 17.4.1962. The
conclusion of the enquiry showed that a third
of the populati it i the of
Malaysi , another duul appeared to favour it
on the condition of certain safeguards; the
remaining third wanted either to remain under
British rule for sometime or to obtain full
independence before joining Malaysia.

Soon the Inter-Government Committee was set
up to work out details of the
constitutional arrangements and its report
paved the way for the successful
implementation of Malaysia proposal which




The State Secretaniat formerly
hnoxen s Wisma Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Hay
o knsonsn s Wisma Bapa
Malaysia Dewn Undangan
Negn (Leglature) at rght
and Lapau (Coremonial
Hall) in the foreground at
Petra Jaya, Kuching

General vwew of the
Malaysia Solidarity
Convultative Commetter

Meeting in progres snth the
Pyime Minsier adddressing the
delegates in Kuala Lumpur
on 6 fanuary 1962

included the safeguards demanded by Saawak
and Sabah. In March 1963 Sarawak Council
Negri passed a motion adopting the Inter-
Government Committee Report and welcomed

the creation of the proposed Federation of
Malaysia on 31.8.1963.

Meanwhile, state election was
held in k and in July
1963, ak
the election and formed the

ance won

government on 31.8.1963.
However, M a had not yet
come into being due to the

delay tactics of Indonesia and
the Philippines. As a result of
the opposition of Indonesia
and the Philippines expressed
at the Manila Conference
during 30.7.1963 10 5. 8.1963,
Tunku agreed the date be
postponed in order o allow a
United Nation's team to
ascertain the wishes of the
people in Sarawak and Sabah,

The United Nation mission visited Sarawak and
Sabah between 16.8.1963 Its report
was that a  substantial majority of the
population did support the formation of

Malaysiae. In spite of the objection by Indonesia,
Tunku went ahead to launch
the  proposal and  on
16.9.1963 Malaysia officially
came into being. Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj
became the first Prime

Minister of Malsia.

IV. MOTION OF THANKS ON
TUNKU
N
achieving  independence

arly cight years after

through Malaysia, a motion of
thanks was passed by Sarawak
Coundil Negri on 26.5.1971 10



place on record the appreciation to Tunku. In
moving the motion, the then Chief Minister,
Datuk Haji Abdul Rahiman Ya'kub said that his
simplicity, his dignity intergrity, his
pragmatism and his charms had gained him
(Tunku) the admiration and respect of the
whole world. He continued, "It is fit
describe Yang Amat Mulia Tunku
Rahman as the original and model Malaysian.
For that is ctly what the Tunku is - whose
qualities of peace, goodwill and understanding
every Malaysian should emulate.

Above all, he is a man of conviction and a high
sense of conscience to the service and well-
being of his Nation. It was these qualities that
led to the birth of Malaysia.

He gave us dignity, he gave us hope and he
gave us purpose in life, There can never be a
better gift.”

MOTION OF THANKS PASSED BY THE
COUNCIL NEGRI ON MAY 26, 1971

That this Council resolves to place on record the
everlasting appreciation to Yang Amat Mulia
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj, for the
invaluable services to the Nation and in
particular to Sarawak for securing our
Independence through Malaysia. May Allah
bless him with good health and happiness and
success in his continuing endeavours for greater
understanding, goodwill and peace among
mankind.

It was true that without the great effect of
ysia. Without
arawak would not achieve her
not

Tunku, there would be no M
Malaysia,
present status today. Therefore, it wa

wrong to say that Tunku was the architect and
guardian of Malaysia.

TUNKU RECALLED ROSLI DHOBY'S CASE
AND HEROES' MONUMENT

When Rosli bin Dhoby and members of
Gerakan Pemuda Melayu assassinated the
British Colonial Governor, Mr. Duncan Stewart
in Sibu on 3.12.1949, Tunku was still the
Deputy Public Prosccutor in the Attorney-
General's office in Kuala Lumpur. He said in
his book called "Viewpoints” published in 1978,
“I know fully well that it is impossible to do
much to save these people. However, one fact
came o light - the law had been changed by the
British authority to inflict capital punishment
on youth under 20 years old. So Rosli, only 17,
and three others had to pay the extreme
alty imposed by the new unjust law. As every
any law made retrospective in
criminal offence is

a bad law”,

He further criticised, "Another travesty of
justice occurred when, as a result of
uncorroborated evidence put forward by an
more men suffered. Fifieen other
akan Pemuda Melayn were
cither sentenced to imprisonment or detained
by the British Colonial Government”,

Tunku highly praised the brave action
demonstrated by Rosli bin Dhoby and his
comrades. He said, "Instead of quenching the
flame of patriotism in the heart of the Malay
people, the rustic action taken by the
imperialist government produced the opposite
effect. It kindled afresh a new spirit of
independence and the local people began to
change their loyal attitude towards the British




Pelita Tunku Bustding, Mirt

Jalan Tunku Abiul Rahwa
betuwern Mam Bazaar and
adwngan, Kuching

“rulers”. IF it were not for
the sacrifice made by
these brave men who
died in Sarawak probably
the Malays in the
Peninsula would not
have striven so hard for

the high ideal of
independence,  nor
shown such readiness 10
make similar saenfices”.

I'he construction of the
Heroes” Monument at
Sarawak Museum
Garden, Kuching was in
fact suggested by Tunku
himself. In the same
book, he said, “The
memory of these men
who died in the case of
independence should be
kept alive  with  a
monument 1o per-
petuate  their great
sacrifice, built on the site where the people of
vk now display their new and glorious

achievement. The past is a repository of
precedents, all should remember that the
presentand the future grow out of the past
Heroes such as these must be remembered for
futire generations to come”,

. SECRETARIAT COMPLEX, PETRA JAYA

On 30.8.1973, Tunku Abdul Rahman came o
Kuching to lay the foundation stone for the
State Secretanat Complex on the east bank of
Sungai Sarawak. Costing RM61 millions, the
storey skyseraper,

complex consiats of i
Dewan Undangan Negri (Legislature) and
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Dewan Lapan (Ceremonial Hall). He jokingly
said, "This bank of the Sungai Sara hould
be called Harimau (tiger) as the state capital on

the opposite side is called Kuching (cat).
Obviously, the State Government considered
. but in the end, YAB Datk

many suggestions
Patingg Haji Abdul Rahman Ya'kub, the then

Chief Minister of Sarawak,, called the site Petra
Jaya in commemoration of the opening of the
State Secretariat Complex which was named The name plate of Wisma
Bapa Malaysia at the gate of

after Tunku Abdul Rahman. Later on, it is i P er

called Wisma Bapa Malaysia.

Tunku was a regular visitor of Sarawak. During The satue of Tunku Abdul

Rahman Putra Ab-Haj at the
entrance of Wisma Bapa
Malaysia, Prira Jaya
Kuching,

his term as the Prime Minister of Malaysia from
1963 to 1970 and even after his retirement as
the Prime Minister in September, 1970 until

29.1 11990, he came to Sarawak quite often in
order to attend various functions and perform
public ceremonies. This could be confirmed
through the comments of the Chief Minister of
Sarawak YAB Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji
Abdul Taib Mahmud in his speech during the
opening ceremony of Heroes' Monument on
27.7.1993. He said, "When he was the Prime
k
regularly, even to the longhouses which were

Minister, he tried his best o come 10 Si

then difficult 1o gain excess. Even a few days

before he passed away, Tunku came to Sarawak

on a wheel chair to perform the ground RM52 million building known as Wisma P
breaking ceremony for the natonal heroes Tunku which was the only high-raised building
against the advice of the doctors from Penang in Miri at that time.

Hospital".

Among many other visits to Sarawak, the retired VII. CONCLUSION

Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman visited Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj was a great
Kuching on 30.8.1983 and launched a man of rare insight and friendly character.
scholarship foundation named after him. The Although born to {xr a prince (Putra), he had
foundation is meant to assist the poor and the remarkable ability of being able to share the

deserving students to further their study. On feelings of his compatriots, no matter what
11.3.1986, he went to Miri and declared open status of life they might come from. @




Tunku had a distinguished carcer as an
administrative officer in his carly years, a lawyer
at the age of 46, statesman, diplomat, f
Minister of Ma in 19 id eventually Prime
Minister of Malaysiain 1963,

His greatest achievement in his political carcer
only achieving independence for
31.8.1957, but also
brought together by means of his own patient
and smart diplomacy, Sabah, Sarawak and for
short time, Singapore, to form Malaysia on
16.9.1963 in spite of the bitter opposition from
Indonesia and also the Philippines.

wits ¢
Peninsular M

aya o

Tunku championed a National Policy of
moderation and inter-communal
cial population in

toleranc
harmony among the multi-rg
Malaysia. Although he retired in September
1970, the continuing need in Malusia for an
nd advisor of unquestioned

elder s

tesman

integrity focuses the affectionate atention of all
Malaysians on one remarkable individual
i Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra AlHaj. He was
not only the tather of Independence for Malay:

and, later on, Malaysia but also a grandfather
figure who occupied a unique position in the
hearts of all Malaysians!

111990, Tunku Abdul Rahman Puta
j flew in to Kuching from Penang with the

sole purpose to officiate the foundation stone
laying ceremony for the Heroes' Monument at
rawak Museum Garden, Kuching on
20.11.1990. In his speech during the ceremony,
the Chiel Minister of Sarawak YAB Datuk
Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Haji Abdul Taib

Mahmud said, "Tunku Abdul Rahman is a
person who will continue carrying out his
official duties until his very last breath”. True
enough, after performing the foundation stone
laying for the Heroes” Monument which was his
last public and meaningful function, Tunku
retuwmed to Kuala Lumpur on 30.11.1990 and
passed away peacefully on 6.12.1990 1o join the
heroes of the past at the age of 87,

It could not be denied that Tunka Abdul
Rahman Putra AHaj was not only the hero of
Malaysia but also the 9th hero of Sarawak. On
27.7.1993, the State Government of Sarawak
ed Tunku
k. The portrait of Tunku is affixed at the

one of the heroes of

column of Heroes” Monument at Sarawak
Museum Garden, Kuching,

In order o remember and honour the Father
of Malaysia, the Sarawak Secretariat Complex
which was initially known as Wisma Tunku
sma Bapa

Abdul Rahman was renamed M
A road formerly known as Thomson

Malaysia
Road which muns through the golden tangle

commercial centre in Kuching was renamed
Tunku Abdul Rahman Road. A secondary
school along Jalan Matang Kuching is known as
Sekolah Menengah Tunku Abdul Rahiman. In
Sibu, the highway which Tinks Sibu Town to the
new Sibu Airport is called Tunku Abdul
Rahuman Road. In Miri, a building is known as
Pelita Tunku, & housing scheme near o Miri
Airport and a road linking the housing scheme
and Miri main road are also named after the

great hero of Malaysia.




On 19.8.1997, the Prime Minister of
Malaysia YAB Dawk Patinggi Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad visited Sarawak and declared
open a ruby arch which was built at
Kampung Java Bakti, Matang, Kuching to
commemorate 40th  Independence
Costing RM900,000/-
the arch was situated at the entrance of
2020 acres of State Land leased to the

Anniversary Mal;

Federal  Government  for federal
development projects. The portrait of
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj was
also affixed at the arch in order to
remember the hero who fought for
independence for the country 40 years ago.

Merdeka! Merdeka! Merdeka!

“ 1957 Gerbang Jubli Delsma
Malaysia 1997" - a nuby
arch with the portrait of
Tunku Abdul Rahman bang
affixed on it at Kg. faya
Bakti, Matang, Kuching. It
was declared open by the
Prime Minister of Malaysia
YAB Datuh Patinggi Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad on
19.8.1997.

The Portraut of Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra Al-Haj at the
column of Heroes' Monument
at Sarawak Museum Garden,
Kuching.






Appendix A

The Genealogical Tree of
The Family of Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj
(1723 - 1958)

S. Mohamed Jiwa (1723-1778)

S. Abdullah (1778-1798) S. Thiauddin (1798-1803)
S. Ahmad Tajuddin T. Yakob T.JamJam m  T.Long Putch
(1803-1845) ("T. Embong™)
T. Abdullah T. Yakob S.Zainal Rashid ~ m  Wan Masheran
(d. 1844) (d. in captivity) (1845-1854) ("T. Dai") l
Wan Jah m S Ahmad Tajuddin - m Wan Hajar T. Kudin T. Yakob T. Yusof
of Petani (1854-1879) (Viceroy of Selangor)

(1868-1880)

S. Zainal Rashid !
(1879-1881) Che Sofish - m S, Abdul Hamid  m  Che Menjalara
(1882-1943)

Tunku Badlishah

Sultan (1943-1958) T. Yusuf T. Mohammad Tunku Abdul Tunku Baharum
Jiwa Rahman Putra m
Raja Aman Shah
of Perak

Sultan Abdul Halim
958



Orang Kaya Pemanca Panglima Kulow
- the Bidayuh Hero who saved his people from extinction

i Ko

INTRODUCTION
Orang Kaya Pemanca Panglima Kulow is
the most wellknown and well-noted leader

among the Bidayuh community in Bau
district. There was 1o record 10 show when
Orang Kava Pemanca Panglima Kulow was
1 However, his binth place was at Bung

Bratak, o hill setdement above the present
Kampung Tembawang Sauh, Bau and it
was believed that he was born towards the
end of the 18th century. When he was

Panglima (Bidayuh Wartion), he was being
described as a brave and wise man who
always had the welfare of the people at

heart. Due to his outstanding and able

leadership among his own people, he was
appointed as Orang Kava Pemanca a few
months alter James Brooke became the
first White Rajah of Sarawak in Septembet
1841,

OLD BUNG BRATAK SETTLEMENT

Bung Bratk, the onginal setlement of all
the Bratak Bidayuh in Bau, Lundu,
Kuching and Babang (Indonesia) has a
long and colourful but sad history. The
ancestors of Bung Bratak actually came
from Sunghung. Kalimantan Indonesia but
no one knows exactly when the first
Bisunghung group settled at Bung Bratak.
However, based on the Bidavuh legend,
their ancestors left Sunghung 20
genetatons hefore the Karakatao cruption
on 27 81883, It was Kodich who led his
followers from Rabak Mikabuh to Sungai
Butan and then finally settled down at
Bung Bratak. As regard to the
interpretation of the term ‘Bidayuh', itis a
combination of two words='Bi’ and "Davuh’.
In Bidavuh language, ‘Bi' means ‘people’
is ‘land’. Therefore,

whereas "Davah' n

the term ‘Bidavuh’ means ‘people of the
land’

In 1830, Bung Bratak had seven longhouses
and seven Baruks, On 5.1.1838. Bung
Bratak was attacked and ravaged to the

ground by the hostile predators from
Skrang. Second Division (Sri Aman)
headed by Serieb Jaftir. The vicious raid

was made at noon when most of the men
including Orang Kava Pemanca Panglima
Kulow were doing padi farming elsewhere
at the lowlands. A few male defenders at
Bung Bratak were out-numbered and all




were slaughtered. The
women and children about
200 who were defendless
were taken away as slaves.
Bung Bratak was completely
burned down when Orang
Kaya Pemanca Panglima
Kulow and his men
returned from the padi
farms late that evening.

They tried to chase after the
flecing attackers but they
had already sailed down
Batang Kayan to Lundu and
on their way back to Skrang.

Since the or

1al Kampung
of Bung Bratak had already
burned down, Orang Kaya Pemanca
Panglima Kulow and the survivors started
and salvaged
whatever they could. The new longhouse
was called “Tembawang Sauh” which
literally means the “Burned Tembawang”
in Bidayuh Bratak language.

to build a simple Tonghous

In late May 1839, Orang Kaya Pe
Sambas in

nanca
Panglima Kulow went across to
Kalimantan Indonesia asking the Dutch
authority there to defend Bung Bratak but
the Dutch retused to assist for fear of being
accused by the then Governor of Sarawak
from Brunei, Pengiran Indera Mahkota,
for interference in the Sarawak affair.

On 31.11.1841, Orang Kaya Pemanca
Panglima Kulow together with the other
two Sow (Sauh) chiefs went to Kuching
and appealed to Sir James Brooke who by

then had become the first white Rajah of

Sarawak to restore their wives and

children. According to Orang Kaya
Pemanca Panglima Kulow, he did appeal to
Pengiran Indera Mahkota but he did not
help him. Sir James Brooke sympathised
with them and he then made an expedition

and forced the Skrang predators to return
the Sow (Sauh) women and children who
were taken into captivity and slavery in May
1838.

REBUILDING BUNG BRATAK

Under his wise and far sighted leadershi
Orang Kaya Pemanca Panglima Kulow
rebuilt his longhouse. His people were
prosperous and the families increased in

m
number, While a section of his people
settled down at Bung Bratak, he advised
some of his people 10 move to other
settlements for fear of another bloody
attack. Hence, ‘one section of the
population including Orang Kaya Pemanca

Photo shous the descendents
of O.KP. Pangiima Kulow
buming the padi land for
Jarming. The background is
Bung Bratak. (July 1994)




A parnting of Haruk and
Longhouse in the olden days

Panglima Kulow's family moved to Gunung
Orat. a rocky hill next to the present
Kampung Grogo and another group went
to Balung Tonggang (the old Kampung of
Kampung Stenggang).

By 1850 when there was a general peace in
Sarawak, more Bung Bratak people began
to move down the hill and settled down at
the surrounding lowlands. In 1871, based

on the census, the population of Bratak
Bidayuh (Bratak, Jagoi and Krokong areas)
numbered to 1446, By 1950, the Bung
Bratak people had spread and built 40
villages in the followi cas namely 9
villages in Bratak arca, 10 villages in Jagoi
area, 10 villages in Krokong area, 5 villa
in Babang area Kalimantan Indone:
villages in Lundu and 1 village in Kuching

a, B

district.

PE—

By 1970, Bung Bratak was completely
abandoned with the last group seuling at
the foothill which is now Kampung
Tembawang Sauh. 150 ye: after Bung
Bratak was wiped out, the Dayak Bidayuh
National Association under the wise and
able lTeadership of Encik Peter Minos
revived Bung Bratak on 151988, In order
to rebuild Bung Bratak, Encik Peter Minos
collected some fund from members of the
public as well as getting a grant from the
rawak. The fund was

State Government of $
used 1o promote the ancient mountain
settlement as the ancestral home of the
Bratak Bidayuh and also as a tourist
attraction. Besides the memorial stone
being erected at the site, a Baruk, 4 pool at
the waterfall and a pavement from
Kampung Tembawang Sauh 1o Bung Bratak
were also built. Recently, a longhouse was

also constructed 1o provide
accommodation for visitors to the
historical site. From 1.5.1988
onwards, | May of

I'his is to remember the ancient
settlement of at least 1000 years old
as claimed by Bratak Bidayuh
themselves and Sungkung Bidayuh
in Kalimantan Barat, Indonesia and
at the same time to remember and
honour the Bidavuh hero Orang
Kaya Pemanca Panglima Kulow who
saved his community and his people
from extinction.

Bung Bratak which is situated on
Gunung Landar, a hill of 1,200 feet
gh is 10 kilometres from Bau
Town along Bau/Lundu Road, Bau.




.

GREATNESS AND GOOD DEED OF
ORANG KAYA PEMANCA PANGLIMA
KULOW

After 1 May 1839, O.K.P. Panglima Kulow
helped in reviving the Bung Bratak and
saved his people from oblivion. He was a
very concerned and caring leader who
risked his own life in saving his community

and his people. He spent a lot of his time
and energy in protecting Bung Bratak, His
vision to decentralise Bung Bratak to 40
settlements today had really helped the
growing population of the Bidayuh in the
State and at the same time developed
plenty of empty land into useful and
productive agricultural land. Today
Bidayuh population is not only found
throughout the length and breath of

Sarawak as well as Malaysia but it
spread throughout the world in
North America, Aust and Middle East.

O.K.P. Panglima Kulow possessed an
outstanding leadership quality which he
showed it at the most difficult time
especially after 1.5.1838 incident. He was
not only well respected by all the Bidayuhs
in Bau as their leader but also by Sir James
Brooke who appointed him as the Orang
Kaya Pemanca for the Bidayuh Community
in Bau. There was no record to show when
did this Bidayuh great man die. However,
he had served as Orang Kaya Pemanca
during the reign of Sir James Brooke as the
White Rajah of Sarawak from 1841 - 1869.
O.K.P. Panglima Kulow was succeeded by

At Kamprng Opar, the
roundhouse or baruk is still
in its original style. Insile are
human skulls, a rewinder of
days gome by,



The fifth genevation
OK P, Panglima Kuloe
Ahin ak Nice (left) from
Kampung Grogo and Paul
Nyous prow Kampung Opar.
Hiratak (1 3.19%))

Orang Kaya Pemanca Kusoh who was
appointed by Sir James Brooke at his later
years as the Rajah of Sarawak O.K.P. Kusoh
also came from Tembawang Sauh. Again,
there was no record 1o show whether the

replacement of O.KP, Panglima Kulow was
duc

his dead or old age. Anyway, based
on the oral traditions of O.K.P. Panglima
Kulow's descendants in Bau, he passed
away sometime in 1860's of old age.

CONCLUSION

A great man is always a great man. Even
though O.KP. Panglima Kulow had passed
away for more than 130 years ago he was

still being remembered as a hero of his
community not by disturbing others but by
saving his community and his people from
extinction, Today there are more than
30,000 Bidayuhs from 40 villages who claim
to be the descendants from Bung Bratak.

O.K.P. Panglima Kulow had been and will
be remembered as a Bidayuh hero by the
Bidayuh themselves and also the general
population of the multi-racial state of

Sarawak forever and ever,

NOTE: Although O.K.P. Panglima Kulow is ¢
Bidayuh hero, he is not being declared as a hero
of Sarawak yet.




The Heroes' Grave, Kuching

LOCATION
Situated less than one kilometre away
from the famous Heroes' Monument at
Kuching Museum Garden is another
historic monument. However, it is
unknown to the present generation. It is
known as the Heroes” Grave which is
situated near to the St. Joseph's Church
cemetery. The Heroes” Grave is in fact a
gravevard where thirteen gallant men
who were executed by the

panese
authority during the Japanese
occupation in Sarawak from 1941-1945
were transferred from their respective
graves and buried together at the
Heroes' Grave, Kuching.

Eight of the thirteen gallent men buried
in the "Heroes' Grave" were part of an
effective i underground
movement formed by Pro-Allied citizens
of Sandakan, North Borneo (Sabah) in
1942 1o assist the Australian Prisoners of
War (POWs) and 1o generally sabotage
the Japanese war machines. Medical
supplicrs, arms, food, clothings, news
and radio parts were regularly smuggled
into the camp and handed over to
Australian Capt. Lionel Matthews, M.C.

(Australian Infantry Forces) who was the
leader of the subversive group in the
POW camp.

Both Capt. Matthews and the civilian
groups were eventually betrayed and the
radio within the camp was seized. They
were arrested by the Japanese authority
and transferred to Kuching. In Kuching,
they were all tortured and finally trailed
in the Japanese Court on a number of

charges including sabotage and found

guilty, They were all given varying
sentences Capt. Matthews was the only
POW to receive the death sentence. He was
reportedly crucified and then beheaded on
2 March 1944, In addition to his Military
Cross, the Australian Government
posthumously awarded Capt. Matthews the
George Cross Medal, one of the highest
awards in the British Empire. His body now
rests in the War Cemetery in Labuan.

Road leading to Herves'
Grave Kuching.

Heroes' Grave Kuching.



(e lonsk of
the Heroes” Grane

Execution of Heroes during Japanese
Occupation

I'he thirteen
"Heroes' ¢

allant men buried i the

“in Kuching were:-
(1) Jemadar Ojager Singh

(2) Alexander Clarence Leonard Funk
(3) Sergeant Abin

(1) Emesto Lagan

(5)  Heng Joo Ming
(6) Wong Moo Sing

(7) Felix Azcona

(8) Mutusup Bin Gungau
(9 Soh Kim Seng

(10) Amigo bin Bassan
(11) Kassim bin Jumadi
(12) P.C. Kasiu and

(13) Sidik bin Simcon

The first eight men on the above list who
rendered assistance 10 Allied Prisoners of
War at Sandakan, Sabah were executed at
Stapok near Batu Kawa, Kuching on 2
March 1994, The remaining five men on
the above list were arrested and

imprisoned by the Japanese invaders for
rendering assistance w Allied Prisoners of
War at the POW Camp. Batu Lintang,
Kuching. They died in the Japanese Prison
at Jawa Road, Kuching.

According to Father Peter Aicher of
Roman Catholic Mission who was the
Assistant Priest in St. Joseph's Church
Kuching during the Japanese Occupation
period, he recalled that the cight
Sandakan men were brought to tial at St
Teresa’s School Kuching and then
tramsferred to Stapok where they were
executed and buried. The five local
Kuching men were imprisoned in the
Japanese Prison at Jawa Road, where they
subsequently died and were buried. After
the war, the Australian War
Commussion exhumed the bodies of all the
thirteen gallent men from their respective

aves

graves and transferred them to the
“Heroes' Grave” near to the St Joseph's
Church cemetery, Kuching,
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Glossary

Bahasa Malaysia

Anugerah Sastera Negeri
Astana
Badik
Bandar

Bapa

Barat

Batu

Baruk

Bedil

Buah

Buaya

Bukit

Cukai

Datu Patinggi

Dewan

Dewan Rakyat

Dewan Undangan Negn
Daoa Selamat

Encik

Gerakan Pemuda Melayu
Gong

Gunung

Hadrah

Hutan

Jalan

Jambatan

Kampung

Kanan

Ketua Menteri
Kin

Kong Fu
Kongsi

Kris

Kuala

English

State Literature Award
Palace

Dagger

Town

Father

West

Stone, rock

Bidayuh Religious House
Cannon

Fruit

Crocodile

Hill

Tax

High Ranking Title given
1o a Native Chief

Hall
Parliam

nt House

Praying Service

Mr.

Malay Youth Movement
Musical Instrument
Mountain

Musical Instrument
Forest/wild

Road

Bridge

Village

Right

Head

Chief Minister

Left

Martial art

Company

Malay Knife (dagger)
River Mouth

State Legistative Assembly

Bahasa Malaysia

Lama

Masjid

Masyarakat

Mata

Merdeka

Negeri

Orang Kaya Pemanca

Padi
Panglima
Parang
Pembangunan
Pusa

Pusaka

Putra

Rakyat
Rajath)
Saudara

kolah Rendah Kerajaan

Shen

Sungai

Syabas dan tahniah
Tanah

Tanjung

Telok
Temenggong

Tua Kampung

Tugu Pahlawan

Yang Berhormat

Yang Amat Berhormat
Yang di-Pertua Negenn
Yang di-Pertuan Agong

English

Old

Mosque

Community

Eye

Independence

State

Title Given to a
Native Chief

Rice

Warrior

Long knife
Development

Local Malay Name for cat
Property

Prince

People/public

King

Brother/relative
Government Primary
School

Deity

River
Congratulations

Land

Comer/Cape

Bay

Title given to a Native
Chicf

Native Village headman
Heroes' Monument
The Honourable

The Most Honourable
Head of State

Head of Nation/King




CONCLUSION
With the following popular saying, it
concludes the writing of this historical book of Sarawak

“Harimau mati meninggal belang
Gajiafi mati meninggal tulang

Manusta mati me//z‘/ylszz/,{"an nama”

“When a tiger dies, its striped sKin remains;
when an elephant dies, its bones remain;
When a man dies, he leaves behind

his reputation (name)”

We salute you - Our patriotic heroes!




	HEROES OF THE LAND OF HORNBILL
	CONTENTS
	PART I - HISTORY OF SARAWAK
	PART II - SARAWAK FLAG AND CAPITALS
	PART III - HEROES OF SARAWAK
	REFERENCES

